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“In this town, there is a legacy to contend 
with, and | think the artist-run centres 
have to re-evaulate their role in the com- 
munity, but | think there’s now more room 
than before for more stuff to happen.” — 
Paul Freeman, artist 


FORESTRY INDUSTRY WASTE / 8 
“{Union members] were saying—with 
pictures to prove it—that these huge 
piles were being left and burned, and it's 
a huge waste. One steelworker that 
works at the mill estimates that West 
Fraser is wasting about 40 per cent of 
their allowable cut.” —David Eggan, 
MLA for Edmonton-Calder 


FILM 21 


MUSIC 26 


HARRY POTTER MANIA / 16 

“A\l of us were sitting around the kitchen 
table earlier today, talking about the the- 
ory of Harry Potter. All of us are universi- 
ty-educated women, and we were 
completely involved in this discussion. It 
was a strange wake-up call about Harry 
Potter-mania.” —Jayme Nelson, Potter- 
phile 


THE BACK Aj 


JAMES T KIRKS / 26 

“The album is actually completed—it's 
been completed for about a year—and as 
with all things, since we've been around 
for about 13 years, why rush it now?” — 
Ted Wright, guitarist/procrastinator 
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Cars on film 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Ithough it’s definitely a good thing that the Edmonton Police Service is 
A= over the responsibility of running the city’s photo radar program 

(see Chris Saltel’s story on page 5)—after all, dealing with the US- 
based private company contracted by the city to run the photo radar system is 
what led to yet another scandal in the laundry list of misdeeds attributable to 
the force in recent years—there has been no mention at all of another possible 
option that would better ensure the safety of our streets while at the same 
time taking away the possibility for corruption that dealing with a private firm 
provided. 

The EPS could do away with photo radar altogether, using the money they 
would need to invest to take over the photo radar program to instead hire 
more police officers. They could stop dangerous driving the old fashioned 
way—by pulling people over. 

When you get a photo radar ticket in the mail two weeks after committing 
an infraction, the ticket is just something to curse and bitch about while you 
open other letters—it doesn’t teach you a lesson. In fact, it just teaches you 
where you need to slow down. Photo radar hot spots are well known to many 
motorists by now, and even though the EPS is making $2 million each year in 
revenue from photo tickets, the streets are hardly safer. By having more police 
cruisers on the street to deal with traffic infractions more randomly, drivers 
would be forced to watch their behaviour at all times instead of just when 
driving through well known photo radar locations. 

Now I’m not saying that the four million dollars in start up costs that has 
been estimated by the EPS will be sufficient to add enough officers to the force 
to dramatically reduce dangerous driving within this city, but it is a start. If the 
city of Edmonton and the Edmonton Police Service are serious about the safe- 
ty of the citizens whose well being is theirs to ensure, they should implement a 
system that teaches dangerous drivers that behaviour such as theirs is not 
acceptable everywhere within city limits—not just at well known locations for 
speed traps. W 
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What's going to happen to Bat Boy? 
WEEKLY WORLD NEWS FOLDS AFTER 28 SHOCKING YEARS 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

n what can only be called unfor- 
| fee news for people who find 

themselves in longer and longer 
grocery lines in this province, the 
Weekly World News will stop printing 
this summer. 

According to its publisher, Ameri- 
can Media Inc, the “newspaper,” 
which for 28 years has brought us 
news of Bat Boy's whereabouts, 
Satan’s face appearing in bowls of 
porridge, lesser-known predictions 
of Nostradamus and alien marriages 
will continue to be seen in an online 
edition but will no longer be pro- 
duced in the instantly recognizable 
black and white tabloid form many 
of us have come to know and love. 


THE VENERABLE PUBLICATION—which 
has boasted that it was the “World's 
only Reliable Newspaper’—was a 
humourous and early take on “fake 
news,” a style of humour which has 
gained popularity recently through 
the likes of The Onion and The Daily 
Show. Although not typically politi- 
cal satire, the Weekly World News did 
report that Bat Boy—the half bat, 
half human child found in a cave in 


1992—had joined the hunt for 
Osama Bin Laden after the attacks of 
9/11 and recently broke the story 
that Mother Nature herself had 
endorsed Al Gore for the job of pres- 
ident of the United States. 

Boca Raton, Florida-based Ameri- 
can Media Inc—who also publish the 
more celebrity-obsessed National 
Enquirer—is reportedly shutting 


down Weekly World News because 
of falling revenues and circulation. 
According to Reuters, AMI had a net 
loss of $160 million in 2006 and is 
struggling with a debt of $1 billion. 
Sales of the Weekly World News 
dropped from 153 000 in 2004 to 83 
000 in 2006. 

The final print edition of the 
Weekly World News hits the stands 
on Aug 27; there’s no word yet on 
what I'll be leafing through while 
waiting to pay for my Kraft Dinner 
after that. vw 
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A picture is worth $4 million a year 
CITY TAKES OVER PHOTO RADAR FROM US-BASED FIRM 


CHAIS SALTEL / saltel@vaeweekly.com 
he City of Edmonton is taking 
| over the operation of its photo 
traffic enforcement program 
following allegations of illegal activi- 
ty against the American corporation 
currently running the system. 

In a vote held Tue, Jul 17, 
Edmonton City Council decided to 
hand over operation of the city’s 
photo radar and red light cameras 
to the Edmonton Police Service, 
following a review of the current 
contract with the system’s opera- 
tor, Dallas-based Affiliated Com- 
puter Services (ACS). ACS was 
charged in 2006 with offering ille- 
gal bribes to law enforcement offi- 
cials in order to obtain contracts 
with the city. 

“Circumstances surrounding the 
current contract with the company 
sort of prompted city council to look 
into how efficient our photo radar 
has been operating,” said Councillor 
Michael Phair. 

A city working group headed up by 
lawyer Steve Phipps was commis- 
sioned to determine if the city should 
Tun its photo radar traffic enforce- 
ment. The contract with ACS is worth 
$90 million over 20 years, which 
works out to about $4.5 million per 
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year. It can be terminated at anytime 
given at least two months notice. 

“We had a report done for us, to 
see what way might be the best to 
have our photo radar operating.” 
Phair said. “This report recommend- 
ed that the city buy its own equip- 
ment and run the photo radar itself.” 

Most cities contract their photo 
radar services out to a private com- 
pany such as ACS, but some cities, 
including Calgary, have decided to 
run the enforcement through the 
municipality. 

The report drawn up by Phipps 
found that the existing photo radar 
and red light camera equipment will 
cost $3.9 million to purchase from 
ACS. Running and maintenance 
costs included, the equipment 
should be paid off in the first two 
years. After that, the city can really 
cash in, with revenues projected at 
around $4 million a year. 

“The running costs, including 
maintenance, should be between 
$1.5 and $2 million [a year],” Phair 
explained. Each year there are about 
150 000 photo radar tickets handed 
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RUNNING PHOTO RADAR through 


municipal infrastructure instead of 
contracting it out will save the city 
approximately $2.2 million per year. 
The extra revenue will be collected 
by the city, and according to Phair a 
sizeable portion of the revenue will 
be invested back into the photo 
radar program to buy more red light 
cameras and upgrade technology. 

Currently, photo radar revenue is 
divvied up as follows: 15 per cent of 
the fine goes to Victim services, 16.67 
per cent is collected by the Alberta 
government, and the remainder is 
collected by the municipality. Phair 
said this formula will not change 
once the city has taken over the pro- 
gram, a transition that should be 
complete by the beginning of 2008 

Right now there are five photo 
radar vans and 24 red light cameras 
that rotate through 60 intersections, 
with 20 special constables employed 
to monitor the system. The city will 
take some time to determine which 
intersections need to be monitored, 
and if the current structure of the 
program is deep enough to make a 
Significant impact on traffic safety in 
the capital city. v 
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Anarchists get organized 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 

T: the uninitiated, those green 
to the goings-on of Edmon- 
ton’s annual Anarchist Book- 

fair, the idea of having a fundraiser 

for what sounds like a weekend of 

capitalistic exchange is, well, odd 

Little do they know 

Anticipating this year’s weekend 
of black-flag-waving, the folks who 
put on the late-October event are 
putting up a silent auction in Remedy 
Café this Saturday evening 

“It's important for the bookfair to 
Taise money because we're bringing 
in more tablers from out of town, 
and we're bringing in Ward Churchill 
from the United States,” explains 
Sean Boomer, one of numerous 
organizers responsible for both 
events. The money raised will g0 to 
the increased costs of providing trav- 
el subsidies. (Ward Churchill, if the 
name doesn’t ring a bell, is a high- 
profile and controversial political dis- 
sident and academic working at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.) 

And the stuff itself? 

“There will be a piece of artwork 
donated ... that was not auctioned 
off last year that people should have 
an eye out for,” Boomer says. “It’s a 
portrait of Che Guevara painted on 
black velvet.” 


IF THIS MIGHT CLASH WITH your tiv- 


ing room décor, Boomer notes that 
much of the auctioned goods has a 
broad appeal 

“| know we've obtained a number 
of gift certificates to the Movie Stu- 
dio, and there will be some jewelry 
donated.” He expects that there will 


be books like The Selected Writings of 


John Reed, published by Edmonton's 


| SAT JUL28 (7PM) 
ANARCHIST BOOKFAIR 
SILENT AUCTION 


AEMEDY CAFE (8631 - 109 ST) 


FUNDRAISER 


own Black Cat Press and 
books by Paul Avrich (’a noted ana 
chist historian,” says Boomer). | 
year, local musician Ma 
donated material, as did anarct 
collective ThoughtCrime.inc 

And Boomer i 
silent auction v 
ing suc 

The e 
for the bookfai 
Contrary 
expected, it 
attendance | 
came who knew of the b 
had volunteered at the 
lot of people interested in a 
too,” Boomer said. “The 
enticed by the possibility of picki 
up high quality art or jewellery, si 
at a lower price than normal.” 

Barring the allure of mater 
goods, there are more magnanimc 
reasons to head down to Reme 
early this Saturday night 

it’s an opportunity for people 
read and collect information on t 
political philosophy of anarchisn 
Boomer said. “[Anarchism has bee 
sidelined in the major media b 
continues to play a role in helping 
to understand ... the future we wa 
to create for our world 

The Anarchist Bookfair Silent At 
tion runs from 7 pm to 8 pm this $ 
urday at Remedy Cafe on 10: 
Street. Arrive early to see the m 
chandise. v 
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10 More ‘big men’ 
than lions spells 
trouble for Africa 


(GID. 
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Rihanna 


2) The Way 1 Artest. Kori Hitson, 0.0.E.) 
Timbaland 


3) Crazy B*tch 
Buckcherry 


4) Buy You A Drank (snamy snappin) 
T-Pain 


5) Paralyzer 


Finger Eleven 


6) Beautiful Girls (usin chorus) 
Sean Kingston 


7) Super Mario Bros. (main theme) 
Super Mario Bros. 


8) This Is Why I'm Hot (chorus) 


Mims 


9) Smack That (reat Eminem) 
Akon 


10) Don't Matter 
Akon 
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"Before you put a roof on a house, you 
need to build the foundations,” South 
African President Thabo Mbeki report- 
edly told diplomats at the summit meet- 
ing of the African Union in Ghana last 
month. Others were just as quick to 
ridicule the summit’s declared goal of 
creating a unified African government 
by 2015, and it certainly isn’t going to 
happen fast. It may never happen at 
all—but it might, and it would be a very 
good idea. 

“The emergence of such a mighty sta- 
bilizing force in this strife-torn world 
should be regarded ... not as a shadowy 
dream of a visionary,” declared Kwame 
Nkrumah, the first president of independ- 
ent Ghana, almost half a century ago, 
“but as a practical proposition which the 
peoples of Africa can and should trans- 
late into reality. 

"We must act now,” he insisted. 
“Tomorrow may be too late.” 


Nkrumah was pleading for a pan- 
African government instead of the jig- 
saw-puzzle of ex-colonies that came into 
existence as the European imperial pow- 
ers left Africa. He was asking for the 
Moon: the independence struggle was 
waged within the borders of each colony, 
and the leaders who emerged had their 
power bases within those borders. Wider 
unity would have dethroned most of 
those leaders, so it did not happen. But 
now the unity project is back. 


We will all be a good 
deal older before the 
African Union, or _- 
whatever it will eventu- 
ally be called, becomes 
more than a dream 


The African Union was created five 
years ago out of the wreckage of the dis- 
credited Organisation of African Unity 
with the goal of making Africa’s rulers 
accountable. Now it is trying to revive the 
project for real African unity, and there is 
no shortage of Africans who argue that it 
is merely a distraction from urgent and 
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concrete problems like Darfur and Zimbab- 
we. Maybe they are right, but what if 
those crises are just symptoms of a deep- 
er African problem? 

At the time most African countries 
gained their independence in the 1960s, 
they had higher average incomes and bet- 
ter public services than most Asian coun- 
tries. Kenyans lived better than 
Malaysians; people in the Ivory Coast were 
richer than South Koreans; Zimbabweans 
were healthier, longer-lived and better-edu- 
cated than Chinese. And there were more 
and worse wars in Asia than in Africa. 

Now it's all dramatically the other way 
round, but why? Individual Africans are no 
less intelligent, hard-working or ambitious 
than individual Asians, so the answer must 
lie in the system. And the most striking 
characteristic of that system is the sheer 
number of independent states within 
Africa: 53 of them, in a continent that has 
fewer people than either India or China. 


THIS IS WHERE THE discussion usually 
veers off into a condemnation of the 
arbitrary borders drawn by the old colo- 
nial powers, which paid little heed to the 
ethnic ties of the people within them, 
but that is not the point at all. The point 
is that at least half of the 53 African 
countries have greater ethnic diversity 
within their borders than all of China. A 
few, like Nigeria, approach India in the 
sheer range and diversity of their lan- 
guages, religions and ethnic identities. 
You cannot draw rational borders for 
Africa that give each ethnic group its own 
homeland—even if you refused that privi- 
lege to groups of less than half a million 
people, you'd end up with over 200 coun- 
tries. So the old Organisation of African 
Unity decreed that the colonial borders 
must remain untouchable, because the 
only alternative seemed to be several 
generations of separatist ethnic wars. 
The problem is that quite a few of the 
separatist ethnic wars happened anyway, 
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and many other African countries, to avoid 
that fate, became tyrannies where a “big 
man” from one of the dominant ethnic 
groups ruled over the rest by a combina- 
tion of patronage and violence. Time was 
wasted, lives were lost and things went 
backwards. It was nobody's fault, but 
Africa needs to change this system. 

There are over 200 ethnic groups in 
Africa that have over half a million peo- 
ple, and only one (the Arabs of North 
Africa) that amounts to even five per cent 
of the continent's population. Only three 
languages—Mandarin Chinese, Hindi 
and Japanese—account for half the pop- 
ulation of Asia. Even in Europe, eight lan- 
guages account for 75 per cent of the 
continent's population. Africa is different, 
and maybe the national state (or, rather, 
the pseudo-national state) is not the 
answer there. 

The African federalists imagine a solu- 
tion that jumps right over that problem: a 
single African Union modelled on the 
European Union, but where no ethnic 
group is even five per cent of the popula- 
tion. Then politics stops being a zero-sum 
ethnic competition (at least in theory) and 
starts being about the general welfare. 
And also, in theory, the continent starts to 
fulfil its potential. 

We will all be a good deal older before 
the African Union, or whatever it will 
eventually be called, becomes more than 
a dream, but in the end it may. As Alpha 
Oumar Konare, former president of Mali 
and head of the African Union, said at the 
start of the summit: “The battle for the 
United States of Africa is the only one 
worth fighting for this generation—the 
only one that can provide the answers to 
the thousand-and-one problems faced by 
the populations of Africa.” w 


Gnne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 


Blowing in the wind 


TIM WEIS / pembina.org 

Alberta's wind-energy industry—until 
recently Canada’s undisputed leader—is 
being systematically blocked by short- 
term transmission bottlenecks, a long- 
term cap on production and an obvious 
lack of leadership to solve either problem. 

While Alberta is in need of new elec- 
tricity sources to reduce its oversized 
environmental footprint, it is difficult to 
fathom why an industry that can provide 
both is being held back. 

Renewable energy is in the midst of a 
global boom. In 2006 both wind and 
solar power experienced growth rates of 
over 30 per cent for the tenth consecu- 
tive year. Jurisdictions currently foster- 
ing these technological revolutions are 
also the major exporters of these tech- 
nologies and their early investments will 
generate escalating returns as the rest 
of the world—including Alberta—makes 
the inevitable transition to renewable 
energy. 

In Canada, there are many examples of 
provinces showing leadership. Ontario 
recently adopted a similar approach to 
Germany, encouraging renewable energy 
deployment. Quebec has committed to 
developing over six times the amount of 
wind power now produced in Alberta. 
British Columbia has declared that all 
new electrical power development will be 
carbon neutral. 

Alberta, however, has distinguished 
itself as the only jurisdiction in North 
America to cap the growth of this bur- 
geoning sector. 

Astonishing? You bet—and more so 
when you consider the “Alberta wind 
advantage.” Not only do we have world- 
class reserves of wind, but our province 
became home to Canada’s first wind farm 
in 1998, and still has several of Canada’s 
largest wind installations. Sadly, howev- 
er, Alberta failed to anticipate the need 
for transmission upgrades in time to 
exploit its wind advantage. The southern 
corridors of our electricity network are 
gridlocked, stranding billions of dollars of 
wind energy investments. 

Claude Mindorff, President of Wind- 
Windeau Inc, estimates that at least 3000 
megawatts of electricity and a minimum 
of $6 billion of investment in Alberta 
wind energy is now on hold. 

Negotiating with landowners and local 
residents is an important and time-con- 
suming step in upgrading transmission 
and has been a big reason for the delays 
to date. However, due to a lack of plan- 


ning and foresight, generators (including 
wind and natural gas) hoping to come on- 
line cannot. 


WHEN THE TRANSMISSION upgrades 
eventually happen, the wind industry's 
short-term problem will likely be replaced 
by a more serious long-term barrier: the 
900 MW cap imposed in 2005. The cap 
was imposed by the Alberta Electric Sys- 
tem Operator (AESO) owing to fears that 
it might not be capable of handling fluctu- 
ations in wind power. 

These fears, however, are largely 
unfounded: a recent study completed for 
the Canadian Wind Energy Association 
and the AESO found that winds rise and 
fall gradually, and fluctuations can be 
predicted and planned for in this 
province, as jurisdictions such as Ger- 
many and Denmark have already found. 

There are many ways to smooth the 
peaks and valleys of wind-generated 
electricity: through forecasting, geograph- 
ically spreading out renewable projects, 
increasing integration with hydro sys- 
tems, having dispatchable system loads, 
local energy storage, education and expe- 
rience of the system operators and so on. 
Not all of these options may be economic 
in the short term, but they are solutions 
the world is going to need and there is no 
reason that we cannot develop them here 
in Alberta. 

It should be noted that many of Alber- 
ta’s top oil and gas companies including 
Alta Gas, Enbridge, Nexen, Shell and 
Suncor have made investments in wind 
and some of their projects are stalled 
because of either lack of transmission or 
the 900 MW threshold. 

Contrast Alberta’s leadership vacuum 
with Prince Edward Island who recently 
released their Renewable Energy Strate- 
gy with a goal of achieving 100 per cent 
renewable electricity by 2015. Developing 
local, sustainable, and more environmen- 
tally-sound sources of energy is not only 
of pressing importance to Alberta—it is 
arguably the most important issue facing 
the world. We are well positioned to do 
this, the investors are waiting, the public 
supports it—the only question is: will 
Alberta's leaders have the vision and 
strategy to put wind in our sails? w 


Tim Weis is a Community Energy Analyst 
with the Pembina Institute, a Canada- 
wide advocacy group promoting sustain- 
able energy development and 
consumption. 
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How much wood could a pulp 


mill waste ... 


NDP. UNION BLOW THE WHISTLE ON “HUGE WASTE” OF WOOD; COMPANY SAYS IT’S ALL A “LIE" 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
he provincial New Democratic 
Party is taking a Hinton pulp 
mill to task for laying off 100 
workers and indulging in what is 
being called an “appalling waste” of 
wood. 

According to the NDP, since shutting 
down a pulp machine at its Hinton mill 
last year, Vancouver-based West Fraser 
Timber has been “creaming’”—that is, 
cutting down entire swaths of forest but 
only removing the best logs while burn- 
ing the remainder. This less-desirable 
wood would have been destined to be 
processed into wood chips before the 
pulp machine's closure, according to 
members of the Communications, Ener- 
gy and Paperworkers (CEP) Union of 
Canada Local 855. The union contacted 
the party about the closure, which also 
eliminated 100 unionized jobs 

“The thing that annoyed the work- 
ers the most was that [West Fraser] 
was leaving a lot more deadfall out in 
the bush,” NDP MLA David Eggan told 
Vue. “Over the course of the year, I 
kept getting reports and pictures 
[from the union] of all this wood that 
was going to waste out in the bush.” 

The province regulates the harvest- 
ing of wood within the West Fraser 
Forestry Management Area (FMA), 
and the NDP and the union would like 
to see the provincial government 
investigate West Fraser's practices, 
arguing that the company is violating 
the terms of its deal with the province. 

“West Fraser's agreement with the 
government states that the company 
mustn't waste wood and is obliged to 
provide stable employment for the 
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residents of the area,” Eggan said in a 
press release. “West Fraser's practices 
and the government's apparent reluc- 
tance to enforce the agreement run 
counter to these provisions.” 

The NDP accuse West Fraser of 
trucking in wood from other FMAs to 
produce pulp at its Hinton mill while 
trees cut down within the company’s 
own FMA are left to rot or burned. 

"These [union members] were say- 
ing—with pictures to prove it—that 
these huge piles were being left and 


burned, and it’s a huge waste,” Eggan 
said, referencing the photos appearing 
alongside this story. “One steelworker 
that works at the mill estimates that 
West Fraser is wasting about 40 per 
cent of their allowable cut.” 


WEST FRASER, HOWEVER, vehemently 
disagrees with the NDP’s allegations 
and accuses the party and the CEP of 
misrepresentation. 

“That whole NDP press release is mis- 
information,” charges Jim LeLacheur, 
West Fraser's Alberta Fibre Supply Man- 
ager. “What's going on in the bush now 
is in @@Acert with government regula- 
tion, and it is just like any other normal 


sawmill woodland operation in Alberta.” 

LeLacheur insists the changes at 
the Hinton mill were necessary and 
are in line with industry norms. 

“In 2005 West Fraser acquired the 
Hinton pulp mill from Weldwood of 
Canada, and at that time the pulp 
business was not sustainable—fibre 
was too expensive, and the operat- 
ing costs were too high,” he 
explained. “One of the reasons for 
the fibre being too expensive is that 
we compete in an industry of pulp 
mills that largely access residual 
chips from sawmills. We, however, 
had a wood room that utilized pulp 
log volume, and the cost of those is 


prohibitive—they're not market sen- 
sitive, so as pulp markets decline, 
the cost of residual chips from 
sawmills follows that market, but the 
cost of a log continues to climb. 

“In partnership with the govern- 
ment in 2006 we restructured the 
business plan to be sustainable,” he 
continued. “That involved the closure 


- of the wood room and an old, ineffi- 


cient pulp line in the mill, and rein- 
vestment of a large sum of capital 
into the pulp mill to make it more effi- 
cient.” 

LeLacheur also takes issue with the 
CEP's claim his company laid off 100 
workers when the wood room and 
pulp machine at the Hinton mill shut 
down. 

“There was another lie in the news 
release as well—that we fired 100 
employees,” he said. “That’s not the 
case—between workers being offered 
jobs elsewhere in the mill and attri- 
tion not one person lost their job. 

“Quite frankly all we can assume is 
that the lobby from the local union 
executive is a direct attempt to get 
those jobs back, but to do so is not 
sustainable,” he continued. “You 
know, when you go though restruc- 
turing—closing down the wood room 
and restructuring the business 
involved 100 less jobs in the new 
business plan.” 

Eggan, however, remains uncon- 
vinced. 

“1 want to encourage an active 
forestry industry, but it has to be rea- 
sonably sustainable,” he said. “I just 
want them to know that we're watch- 
ing them.” v 
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= | health@vueweekly.com 
Hap-hap-happy news again: safety 
restrictions for persistent organic pollu- 
tants (POPs) such as dioxins, PCPs and 
DDT have in the past been set depending 
on how they accumulate in fish, but new 
research shows we are just puttting our 
heads in the sand about a bunch of 
them. An estimated 3000 organic 
chemicals currently being used in 
Canada have been busy accumulating 
much further up the food chain, in 
birds and mammals, becoming more 
distilled and potent with each step up 
the ladder. And they won't be going 
anywhere anytime soon—as their 
name suggests, they persist. 

And apparently so do trans fats, 
though not for the same reason. While 
it has been recommended that food 
manufacturers leave them behind, it is 
right now still very optional, and 
despite an abundance of “trans fat 
free” labels on products, they happily 
continue to find homes in commercially 
baked goods, liquid coffee whiteners, 
microwave popcorn, margarines and, 
of course, fast food—a kid's fries at 
Burger King has five times the recom- 
mended limit, a McDonald's apple pie 
seven times. 

Nor will pesticides be going any- 
where anytime soon—our government 
has been unwilling to regulate their 
use, even though they are killing us. 
Besides the birth defects, nerve dam- 
aye, cancer and endocrine disruption 
they are causing, pesticides cause over 
6000 poisonings each year in Canada. 
Symptoms range from the mild (watery 
eyes or skin rashes) to the very serious 
(seizures and respiratory failure). 

If this kind of safety record were true 
of, say, natural health products, would 
they still be allowed? It is more than a lit- 
tle ironic that the government reluctant to 
regulate an industry that clearly causes 
harm seems quite happy to spend a lot of 
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energy regulating natural health products 
that actually counter some of the poison 
we're eating and drinking and inhaling 
every day. 


IT'S HARD 10 KEEP THEM ali straight 
without getting dizzy. POPs, PCPs, 
VOCs—that last one stands for volatile 
organic compounds. VOCs are as obnox- 
ious as the rest of them, and we're 
exposed to a multitude of these every 


day, everywhere. Things like paint and 
gas and newsprint (sorry) and carpeting 
and upholstery and glue and perfume and 
exhaust and air fresheners and new plas- 
tics and electronics and household clean- 
ers just keep a constant level of chemical 
“humidity” going for us. Here, too, symp- 
toms range from the mild (eye and nose 
and throat irritation) to the somewhat 
more attention-getting (headaches, nau- 
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sea and vomiting) to the very serious 
(cancer, and liver, kidney and nervous sys- 
tem damage). 

Then there's the fluoride in our appar- 
ently safer-than-bottled-water city water 
Supply, and of course in drinks made with 
fluoridated water which include not only 
soft drinks but also healthful and 
assumed-safe juices and baby formulas. 
Flouride prevents tooth decay, true, but 
wouldn't it be enough to keep it in our 
toothpaste? High levels, besides dis- 
colouring the teeth we're trying to 
preserve, increases our risk of osteo- 
porosis and broken bones, hyperactivi- 
ty disorders, eczema, altered thyroid 
function and bone cancer. 

And we need to decide yet again 
whether or not to drink milk. It turns 
Out that estrogens in milk are 100 000 
times more potent than environmental 
estrogens, and modern milk sup- 
plies—coming from cows that are 
milked almost year-round, are almost 
always pregnant and are delivering 
something like 30 times the level of 
estrogen non-pregnant cows do—are 
linked to hormone-dependent testicu- 
lar, prostate, ovarian and breast can- 
cers. Skim milk could be an option 
(hormones are fat-soluble and there- 
fore less concentrate in skim milk) but 
the butterfat found in whole milk fat 
is essential to the absorption of the 
calcium and vitamins in milk ... so that 
leaves organic milk, maybe? 

Not that we need to worry about 
any of this, of course. We don't really 
know with any proven scientific cer- 
tainty what harm any of these things 
cause, and it’s definitely not possible 
to live without non-stick frying pans, 
super-softened clothes, accelerated and 
processed-to-death milk, stain-resistant 
furniture and carpet-like lawns. 

Besides, asthma and ADHD are treat- 
able, and we're going to find a cure for 
cancer with our pink ribbons, and chroni- 
Cally irritated eyes or sinuses are a minor 
price to pay for modern life, and multiple 
chemical sensitivity isn’t a real disease, 
remember? w 
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Featuring 


Blackie and the Rodeo Kings * Bibb Family » Bill Bourne * Black Umfolosi 


Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary) * Chumbawamba Acoustic * Compadres 


Ruthie Foster * David Francey ¢ Kleztory * Laura Love 
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Conference hopes to Ignite 
Change Now 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


oung activists will converge on 
Edmonton this August long 


weekend as the John 
Humphrey Centre for Peace and 
Human Rights presents its Global 
Youth Assembly (GYA), a four-day 
leadership conference for youth ages 
16 to 28. Hoping to encourage young 
leaders to “Reach out!” “Speak up!" 
and “Ignite change now!”, the GYA 
will include workshops, cultural per- 
formances, film screenings and an 
impressive roster of speakers. 
Conference highlights include 
keynote addresses from wrongfully 
convicted boxer Rubin “Hurricane” 
Carter (immortalized in Bob Dylan's 
“Hurricane”), Vietnam war survivor 
Kim Phuc (the famous “girl in the 
photo”), Lieutenant-Governor Norm 
Kwong, former Alberta Senator Dou- 
glas Roche and Canadian astronaut 
Julie Payette. Edmonton's Global 
Visions International Film Festival will 
be showing Favela Rising, a documen- 
tary by American directors Jeff Zim- 
balist and Matt Mochary about 
Brazil’s Anderson Sa, an ex-drug 
dealer turned social revolutionary in 
one of Rio’s worst favelas (a Brazilian 
term for a shanty town), while music 


16410 - 137 Ave 
Pro Shop: 447-1099 


WED), AUG 1— SAT, AUG 4 


GLOBAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY 
SPEAKERS INLUDE RUBIN HURRICANE ARTE, 
AIM PHU DOUGLAS ROCHE 

SHAW CONFERENDE CENTRE 

REGISTRATION INFO AT YOUTHASSEMBLLCA 


CONFERENCE 


producer Sol Guy will attend the 
world premier of his new television 
program, 4REAL, in which he accom- 
panies celebrities like Cameron Diaz, 
Joaquin Phoenix and Red Hot Chili 
Peppers bassist Flea on trips to meet 
with young leaders in far-flung 
locales. 

Art by at-risk youth working with 
Edmonton's iHuman society will be 
on display alongside “Personalizing 
the World Health Crisis,” a collection 
from Canadian photojournalist Robert 
Semeniuk. The event concludes with 
a grand finale concert at Hawrelak 
Park’s Heritage Amphitheatre featur- 
ing performances by Edmonton reg- 
gae band Souljah Fyah and local 
Univeristy of Alberta political science 
student-cum-rapper Emcee E. 

Full event information and online 
registration is available at youthas- 
sembly.com or by calling the John 
Humphrey Centre at 780.453.2638. v 
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DISPATCH 


= DARREN ZENKO 
dispatch@yueweekly.com 


“What the fuck, buddy? Fuck off!” 

A confused, drunk look; “Oh!” The door slides 
shut again with a rumble and bang. 

This world, | tell ya... it's getting so a guy can't 
aven give his lady a backrub in the back of a minivan 
parked in a roadside turnout during a midnight thun- 
derstorm without some boozed-up carny wrecking 
the mood. Their motorhome and their Ferris wheel or 
whirligig or whatever filled the tinted windows, illu- 
minated by lightning, and their ribald bawling 
drowned the noise of the highway. Normally I'm 
drawn to the charms of carnival folk, but this was 
just annoying, you know? We were trying to have a 
moment, and there were miles of white-knuckle rain 
and hail between us and proper rest. 

Kind of a cruel lesson in being careful what you 
wish for. Driving half-blind through stormsheets, ter- 
rified of the most totally rad-sounding of highway 
terrors (“hydroplaning") | couldn't believe that just a 
few hours previously I'd been praying for a cloud- 
burst. That's how one gets religion in bone-dry 
southern Alberta: hand-weeding an endless row of 
aspen seedlings on the edge of a new neighbour's 
field under merciless midday sun, learning to name 
demons like “bindweed” while ripping them from the 
ground and sacrificing them to Tlaloc, Chae, Indra or 
Whoever else might be listening and have a little 
rainfall handy. Perversely, the boon followed the 
petitioner rather than Staying South. 

Southern Alberta’s always been a bit terrifying 
to me, strange country | didn’t understand, all cat- 
tle skulls and snakes in the coulees, wildcats in 
the hills and people who squint and spit and do 
dangerous things on horseback when they're not 
busy working like slaves on their merciless land. 
Ask me a year ago where | see myself living, and 
the answer is not “Nanton... about half an hour 
south of Calgary.” But there it is; we're moving to 
the foothills, pulled by small-town charm and 
pushed by a motherless market of $1200/mo base- 
ment suites and half-million-dollar five-appliance 
Hive Compartments. 


'M A NORTH COUNTRY BOY by blood, training and 
preference. .. the only way I'll acclimatize is to jump 
'n with both feet, right? So, how's this for timing: the 
weekend | got the keys to the country place was my 
first weekend at the South Country Fair, down in Fort 


Macleod. | can't really give a properly informed 
North/South Country comparison, since we opted to 
kick it motel-style rather than camp down with the 
authentics, and I'm saving my best material for a 
novella (working title: / Don't Destroy Books, Tippy 
Agogo), but I've got some basic notes cribbed down 
on a couple of the steno pads | dared to loot from my 
cubicle job: 

Here, as everywhere, T-shirts are tribal rank-signi- 
fiers among the hardcore; a certain subset of people 
will always sport their oldest undisintearated Fair or 
Festival (South or North Country; Edmonton or Cal- 
gary Folk) shirt to establish their cred. 

SCF is much drier, smaller, less overtly druggy and 
much less hippified than NCF. Whether this is good 
or bad depends on whether you prefer a drier, less 
fucked-up hippy you run into constantly to a sodden, 
wasted hippy you can lose in the crowd. 

The heart of both Fairs is the kids. The Fairgoer 
parent/child dynamic is simply superior; both events 
are marked by a near-absence of the sullen, craven 
whining and manipulation common to Mall Kids, and 
of the barking, hassled childishness of Mall Parents. 
Kids dance without leashes, play in the dirt without 
panicked antibacterial scouring. 

My favorite South Country moment came on the 
final night. A seriqus little kid had refused the honor 
of sitting in on drums with the Agnostic Mountain 
Gospel Choir ("You can play with these,” he said, 
handing back offered pro drumsticks. “! already have 
a stick"—a forked twig) and | later saw him building 
a kickdrum out of a paper plate propped up by five or 
six forks poked through it. 

“We're starting a band,” he explained when 
asked. “A drum band." 

“Percussion!” another boy shouted, providing the 
proper musical term. “I'm on plate and coffee can,” 
he said, and pointed to yet another kid: “He's on beer 
can and cardboard box.” 

So... what's your set like? 

“We're going play, like, boring stuff for a long 
time. Then he's going to...” 

“Then I'm going to shout ‘CRAZY DRUM!" And 
we're all going to go CRAZY!” 

“Yeah, and then he’s"—this indicated the serious- 
ness of the forked plate—"going to shout out some- 
thing else. Then we're all going to do that.” 

Well, damn; that sounds like something I'd pay to 
see. Godspeed you, CRAZY DRUM. When you find 
yourselves touring up the highway, be sure to book a 
set at the Auditorium in Nanton and we can jam; I've 
got a couple garbage-can lids that're wasted without 
someone to play them properly. w 
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Hey, rock star. Maybe it’s time you brushed up on your etiquette. 
With a chance to win a million dollar recording contract, 
you're gonna need ir. 
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ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

Taste of Edmonton offers up 

some of the city’s best cuisine, 

prepared and served by some 
of our finest restaurants. If you've 
never attended the ten-day event, 
you've missed an opportunity to enjoy 
both great entertainment and won- 
derful food. 

Last weekend, I found myself wan- 
dering along Saskatoon’s South 
Saskatchewan River, where I unwitting- 
ly stumbled upon A Taste of 
Saskatchewan. Among the tents and 
pavilions of this 12-year-old event were 
some of the most diverse dishes that 
the land of allegedly inexpensive realty 
and uninterrupted horizons has to offer. 

Set among the trees of Kiwanis 
Park, adjacent to the river and backed 
by the majestic Bessborough Hotel, 
it’s an ideal location to relax and 
slowly ruminate over the offerings. 
Spread over an acre of grassland sup- 
plemented with strategically placed 
wood chips, the event has ample 
space for the thousands of people 


who attend daily. 

Billed as Saskatoon’s Flavourite 
Event, A Taste of Saskatchewan is 
incredibly well-presented. A U-shaped 
covey of vendor tents surrounds the 
outskirts of the grounds, and a large 
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TASTE 
SASKATCHEWAN 
SASHATOON 


TRAVEL 


central tent provides ample coverage 
for dozens of long wooden tables and 
plastic folding chairs. Surrounding the 
tent are dozens more picnic tables 
screened by large, leafy shade trees. 
Among the picnic tables, families lay 
down their blankets, spread their 
treasured culinary finds and share. 
Lawn chairs filled the space in front 
of a stage placed at the top of the U, 
where people gathered to view the 
entertainment. Saskatoon’s Taste is host 
to over 50 local bands and performers, 
featuring everything from reggae to jazz 


Lounge & Eatery 


A906 year 
tradition 


that exceeds all 
expectations 


11361-Jasper Ave. 
for reservations call 488-0984 
free parking behind building 
also search teddy’s at 


edmontonwebpages.com 
email: teddyspalace@gmail.com 
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throughout the six-day event. I arrived 
in the middle of one of Random Design's 
boisterous sets; they kept the crowd 
rocking fora full 45 minutes before a 
sampling from Saskatoon’s upcoming 
Folk Festival replaced them. 

I bought seven food tickets for $2 
each and a $5 beer ticket for a total 
investment of $19. 


GIVEN THE PLENTITUDE of choices avail- 
able—three dishes from each of thirty 
vendors—I wanted to be sure to start 
with something light. I chose a plate of 
lime melon trout from The Victorian 
Steak and Seafood House (2 tickets, 
$4). Aptly named, the dish had two thin 
slices of watermelon topped with bone- 
less rainbow trout and two wedges of 
lime. The pink trout was flaky and ten- 
der, spiced only by the lime juice that I 
generously squeezed over the fish. 
Watermelon was an intriguing and 
refreshingly flavourless contrast, mak- 
ing the dish a blast of cool in the 30- 
degree evening. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 15 
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Poultry, politics, police and protesters (but 
no pies) at Premier’s premier pancake party 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
f here’s nothing better than a 
| hearty breakfast,” Alberta 
Premier Ed Stelmach was 
quoted as saying in an email invitation 
| received last week, “except a hearty 
breakfast that’s free.” 

That part really got this Ukrainian’s 
attention, too, compelling me out of 
bed and onto the grounds of the 
Alberta Legislature early Tuesday 
moming for Stelmach’s inaugural Pre- 
mier’s Capital Ex Breakfast. Having 
attended a couple of Calgary Stam- 
pede breakfasts, with their Stetsons 


and drunk-at-nine-in-the-morning 
oilmen, | pontificated as to how 
Edmonton's take on the Cowtown tra- 
dition would embrace the so-far 
abstruse thematic essence of “the Ex” 
(would a bunch of girls | used to go 
out with be there?). 

A collection of white, vinyl-win- 
dowed wedding tents and (oddly 
Dickensian-orphanage-esque) rows of 
long tables had sprung up on the lawn 
directly south of the dome; by the time 
| arrived around 8, this “tent city” was 
near capacity, if not quite as packed as 
its downtown Edmonton sister. It was 
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however, certainly home to at least as 
diverse a population, as MLAs and 
their employees rubbed shoulders 
with young families, the downtown 
business-casual set, a sizeable contin- 
gent of inexplicably cranky-looking 
seniors, the children and staff of what 
had to have been every daycare centre 
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2002 SILVER SYRAH MOURVEDRE 
LARNER VINEYARDS, CALIFORNIA, $40 
JAMES LYLE / nicelegs@vueweekly.com 

In my opinion, the Syrah is California's 
wine. Cabernet is their signature grape, but 
if you find a good winemaker's bottle of 
Syrah from a great year (like 2002), it will 
blow your socks off. Cabernet is still the big 
boy of California, but Syrah is the product of 
passion and gets far too little respect. 

This wine was recommended to me, so 
| was a little unsure what to expect. The 
blend was heavy on Mourvedre, but you 
should not judge a wine from its blend. 
Taste would determine my opinion. When 
| opened this deep, ruby-red wine, | found 
the nose to be a little light, without much 


Enjoy premium organic tea with many 
positive health benefits. Get infused! 


NOW OPEN! 10011-102 Ave. 


Kitty corner to Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
south of City Centre Mall 


It's not whether 
you win or lose, 


its how you order 
your steak. 


FOOD & SPORTS 


A legendary combination. 
GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 
NOW OPEN at the 


Fort Saskatchewan 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 
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fruit or presence. Its acidic odour gave me 
expectations of an overly alcohol-laden, 
tanniny wine. The nose did open up over 
time, but not enough for my liking. | had 
some concerns, but the taste is the most 
important element of a tasting. 

When | first sipped this wine, it was 
still slightly chilled from my cellar and 
had some hint of alcohol at the front. The 
front’s acidity did not conceal the fruit 
behind it. | could already taste some 
robustness to the structure. 
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A SPANISH TWIST 
This Friday night, swing by the Blue Plate 
for its featured seafood paella ($18). 
Savour saffron rice simmered with cala- 
mari, mussels, shrimp and red peppers 
with sourdough bread and salad. Go vege- 
tarian for $4 less and substitute zucchini, 
artichoke hearts, red onion and celery for 
those sentient sea creatures. 

Find it at 10145 104 Street or online at 
blueplatediner.ca. 


DRINK FREELY, BUT WITH GRAVITAS 

Described as “one of New Zealand's 
hottest new wineries,” Gravitas is becom- 
ing renowned for its flavourful, quality- 
driven wines. The wines are clean, show- 


FOOD NEWS! 


Syrah eleison down the 
road that I must travel 


The full-flavoured wine with hints of 
pepper and cherry evolved from its full 
body at the front to slightly lighter at the 
back. The Silver held on well through the 
middle of the palate but, as it lightened up. 
the alcohol’s acidity took over. The richness 
of Syrah grapes was present through much 
of the evolution, but | felt the Mourvedre 
did not make its presence known. 

Given 57 per cent Syrah grapes and 43 
per cent Mourvedre, | would have expect- 
ed a more consistent wine with more 
substance at the back of the palate. Nev- 
ertheless, the wine offered a full-fruited 
push at the front that was well worth my 
time. A tiny tweak of the blend could land 
Silver a fabulous wine. w 


ing the natural flavours of the grapes and 
terroir by limiting the modern mechanical 
components of the winemaking process 
DeVine Wines will host a complementary 
tasting of four of the Gravitas collection 
on Fri, Jul 27 from 3 to 7pm. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an eveni, 
an announcement or some substantiatec 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 0 
fax 426.2689. 


eae 
Srssssssses 


Guide 


GET YOUR LISTINGS FOR 
THE ENTIRE SUMMER @ 


VUEWEEKLY.COM 


TAGTE VE BONO Gry 
CONTIUED FROM PAGE 12 


As | sampled my first foray into the 
festival, I noted a long line at 
the Roadhouse at Miller booth, A 
dozen or more peckish carnivores 
queued for a popular rib-eye steak 
sandwich (2 tickets). Topped with 
sautéed onions and peppers and 
served on a toasted garlic bun, it was 
one of the heartier dishes on offer. 

After finishing my fish, | filed into 
another lengthy line formed at 
Saigon Rose. Most visitors walked 
away with a plate of Vietnamese 
crispy ginger beef on vermicelli (2 
tickets) or their large rice-paper 
shrimp rolls (1 ticket each). I opted to 
try the charbroiled chicken on vermi- 
celti (2 tickets). 

The plate began with a base of 
crisp shredded lettuce, cucumber and 
bean sprouts, followed by vermicelli, 
then grated carrot, sautéed green 
onion and crushed cashew nuts. 
Cresting the summit of this mound of 
veggie goodness was a liberal 
amount of grilled chicken. | drenched 
the plate with the entire contents of a 
side bowl of fish sauce and dug in, 
enjoying every mouthful to the end. 

i could have quit at that point, well 
satisfied with my dining. However, | 
wanted to try the breaded schnitzel 
on a bun (2 tickets) from the German 
Schnitzel Meister. There was no line 
up at the Meister and my genial host 
offered their largest portion of 
schnitzel, which emerged a good 
two inches out either end of the huge 
bun. As it turned out, my eyes were 
bigger than my stomach, and I could 


ass eenns shah A EIS SUTTICWNAl 
bland sandwich. 


WITH ONLY ONE fooa ticket remaining, 
Ihad to make a difficult decision about 
dessert. I overheard a group of pre- 
teens debating the virtues of their 
choices, one strongly recommending 
the baklava (1 ticket, $2) from Opa! 
and another favouring the deep-fried 
Oreo cookies (1 ticket) from Wing Nuts 
Café. The adults seemed drawn to 
Jerry's blue honeysuckle gelato & sour 
cherry sorbet on angel food cake (2 
tickets), or Doc Hollandaise’s peanut 
butter pie with chocolate sauce (2 tick- 
ets). For those with no self-control at 
all, there was the triple-dipped choco- 
late cheesecake on a stick (2 tickets) 
from Homestead Ice Cream. 

1 opted for the baklava from Opa! 
and spent a full 10 minutes savour- 
ing the honey, walnuts and phyllo 
Pastry that constitutes one of my 
favourite desserts. 

At last, I picked a beer to burble 
through the holes surrounding the 
tremendous amount of food I'd ingest- 
ed. I chose a can of Alexander Keith’s 
India Pale Ale—the pride of Nova Sco- 
tia in a prairie food festival—and sat 
back to enjoy it while watching the 
young folk dancers perform. | could 
understand why it was billed as 
Saskatoon’s Flavourite Event, and it 
renewed my excitement about attend- 
ing this year’s Taste of Edmonton. 

Until the 28th of July, our festival of 
local cuisine gives us a chance to 
enjoy all the best our city has to offer, 
including an assortment of carefully 
chosen wines and beer. If you love 
good food, you have to go. w 


PREMIER & BREAKFAST 
OONTUED FROM PAGE 13 


in greater Edmonton and a 
teduced but still recognizable battal- 
ion of the south lawn’s regular hacky- 
sack enthusiast constituency (Dude! 
How'd they know we wanted pan- 
cakes, dude!?1”). 


| SAUNTERED INTO ONE of the half- 


dozen food lines, grabbing a 
Styrofoam plate and plastic utensils 
and waiting patiently to receive my 
breakfast. At the front of the line, 
Housing Minister Ray Danyluk poured 
rich batter onto the griddle, his seem- 
ingly abstract dollops quickly setting 
into pancakes resembling the iconic 
outline of Mickey Mouse's head, 
much to the delight of the dozen or so 
children ahead of me. The lone adult 
standing between my breakfast and I, 
however, was less enchanted—the 
retired firefighter was more interested 
in haranguing Danyluk about reform- 
ing the province's lax building codes 
(he must not have been a Disney fan). 
Once the politicking abided, I received 
two medium-sized pancakes, three 
Sausages and a generous helping of 
scrambled eggs. After a stop for 
syrup, I settled down on the lawn with 
my breakfast companions to devour 
the sweet taste of free. 

The pancakes were fluffy and 
warm, and the scrambled eggs were 
shockingly well-prepared, neither 
Tunny nor overcooked, but the real 
hit was the sausage. Unlike the 
greased-up tubes of pork fat I was 
expecting, these  pinky-sized 
delights were made of chicken, a 


WHERE MOOD MEETS MARTINE. 


Whatever you’re in the mood for. 


Calgary Trail ¢ St. Albert Trail 


surprising and healthy substitution. 1 
washed it all down with a juice box 
of orange juice. 

Safeway provided pancakes, 
scrambled eggs and sausages; 
Edmonton Police Service bike cops, 
ear-budded plainclothes bodyguards 
and provincial sheriffs provided 
security. This triple threat of threat 
reduction would seem excessive 
{especially considering that two 
recent attempts at “pieing” Stelmach 
proved Alberta’s activists are at least 
as inept as, well, he is) if not for the 
sudden emergence of Batman— 
check that, "No Tar Man’—a caped 
anti-tar sands crusader who charged 
the stage as Stelmach approached 
the microphone to speak. He was 
tackled by the fuzz so quickly it’s a 
wonder he didn't lose his breakfast 
(which, I can confirm, he was sure to 
partake in before causing a scene—a 
Batman's gotta eat, | suppose) and 
his banner-waving supporters were 
quickly ushered off to a fenced-off 
“protester area” a good hundred feet 
from the stage, behind a couple of 
trees, 

By 9 AM, most politicians (includ- 
ing Ted Morton, trim and resplendent 
in a purple plaid shirt that made him 
look, well, gayer than you think he 
would have liked) had vanished from 
the scene, leaving provincial workers 
to tear down the tents and shoo away 
the proletariat. My companions and I 
headed back to our menial, regret- 
tably Batman-free downtown office 
jobs, declaring the Stelmach’s first 
Capital Ex breakfast a capital suc- 
cess. | wonder if Premier Taft will put 
on another one next year... v 
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| AUT AENTIC 
| eA RIKIST 
he SR ISINE 
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Sunday for 
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Spot the typo! SI 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out 
We Can pretty much guarantee that th 


a typo, grammatical error or some othe 
boo-boo in this issue. The first severa 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to 
an e-mail to carolyn@vuew 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundinaly horrible 
CDs in our offices 
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JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 

f [isa bit of a cult,” Jayme Nelson 
J: with a laugh. She is a 
20-something university gradu- 
ate, aspiring television producer, 
Movie Studio employee, and a (slight- 
ly embarrassed) Harry Potter junkie 

who is dressed, tonight, as Hermione. 

“All four of us,” she says, motioning 
to her group of friends, “were sitting 
around the kitchen table earlier today, 
talking about the theory of Harry Pot- 
ter. All of us are university-educated 
women, and we were completely 
involved in this discussion. It was a 
strange wake-up call about Harry Pot- 
ter-mania.” 

Mania, indeed. On the surface of 
things, this seems like my kind of 
party: a colossal crowd of literate 
types, costumed-up like their favourite 
literary characters, hanging out in an 
independent bookstore after-hours 
Plus, there are free refreshments. 

Except for one crucial detail: this is 
the launch party for the seventh and 
final instalment of the Harry Potter 
series, Harry Potter and the Death- 
ly Hallows. And | haven't read a sin- 
gle Harry Potter book. Ever. And I 
haven't seen a single Harry Potter 
movie, either. Ever. All my knowledge 
about Harry and company has been 
through cultural osmosis 

Nelson waves her feather on a 
stick. I don’t know what that is meant 
to represent, or even who Hermione 
might be. I decide to let her in on my 
secret: I’ve been lying to the children 
all night long. 


Salzl takes a 


AMY FUNG / amy@vuewaekly.com 


xpanding and exploring issues 
of identity in her ongoing series 


of paintings about young 
women, Tammy Salz! certainly lives 
the way she paints. Feeling somewhat 
distant from the arts community, in 
both social and physical separation, 
and feeling estranged in the suburban 
neighborhood life from where she 
raises a young family, Salzl straddles 
both these seemingly opposite worlds 
in a constant state of discomfort—but 
charges ahead with an ingrained 
sense of self-persistence 
“I was pretty disillusioned after 
school,” she says (Salzl graduated 
from the University of Alberta in 1996, 
after first completing three years at 
ACAD). “I was never one of those star 
students that churned out work that 
looked like their professors, and it 
took me years until I was confident of 
what I wanted to paint.” 
Seeing herself as the opposite of 
Eric Fischl, the American painter who 
grew up in the comforts of Long 


OBVIOUSLY, I'VE NEVER attended one of 
the events before, although Gail 
Greenwood of Greenwoods’ informed 
me earlier that they have been going 
on for a while. In fact, she said, Harry 
Potter parties started with the inde- 
pendent stores as a way to combat 
the deep discounts on-line stores and 
chains were offering. 

“We just can’t compete with that 
kind of discount,” she admitted. 
“Nobody can make any money off of 
Harry Potter sales anymore.” 

Greenwoods offered a 25 per cent 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS 


w 
a 
= 
mS | RELEASE PARTY 

= | SAFENWODDS BOOKSHOPPE (7925 - 104 ST) 
discount to those who pre-ordered 
the book, far short of the 50 per cent 
off deal Amazon trumpeted. Of the 
420 children’s editions and 36 adult 
editions the bookstore pre-ordered, 
all were accounted for come Friday 
night. (That was the end of my plan to 
try to read at least one Potter book for 
this article.) 

“For the hundreds of thousands of 
people who attend the parties across 
the world,” Greenwood said, “they 
will not trade that experience of the 
entertainment and promise and com- 
munity for going onto a website and 
buying it half price.” 

Let's emphasize the entertainment 
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=| ACTS OF DEVOTION 

— | FEATURING TAMMY SALZ 

S | OWT ROOM, HARCOURT HOUSE (1216-11287) 
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Island's suburbs and later discovered 
the seedy underbelly of city life, Salzl 
was herself raised in the inner city, 
only coming to experience suburban 
life when she became an adult. 

Her newest show, Acts of Devo- 
tion, reveals a turning point in her 
young career. Always exploring the 
notions of nature vs nurture, and 
exploring that there is more than just 
a binary to how we shape ourselves, 
Salz! frames her latest series within 
historical and religious tropes— 
images that were traditionally used as 
a moral guide. 

“I think we live with a lot of stereo- 
types and derogatives and stigmatism, 
but I don’t think it’s that simple,” she 
says. “You can’t just slot it in either/or.” 
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aspect: when | arrive, shortly before 
10:30 pm, the bookstore’s familiar 
geography of shelves and displays has 
dissolved in an improbably dense 
crowd. On the ramp leading up to the 


SALZL’S WORKS ARE progressing fur- 


ther from the personal and contem- 
plative nature of how we relate to one 
another into exploring the social con- 
text of power relations. 

“There's a cost of artifice to keep up 
the facade of femininity,” she says 
contemplatively. “There is always a 
collision between ‘beautiful’ and ‘con- 
frontational’ in the portrayal of 
women, and there is a price we pay 
for the mask we wear.” 

Described as an aggressive painter 
who revels in the physical sensation of 
painting itself, Salzl’s background in 
sculpture reveals itself as fleshy bodies 
and limbs, giving the appearance that 
the models were sculpted, rather than 
painted with the viscosity of oil. 

Her newer paintings situate mod- 


ern-day women in iconoclastic envi- | 


ronments, taking traditional poses 
and daily acts of ritual and updating 
them to today’s fashion and aesthetic, 
and in so doing reconfiguring the 
idolatry of representing women. 


ARTS 


children’s books, Nikolai the Magician 
is preparing to juggle knives. The sea 
of mostly disguised faces is rapt. 
When Nikolai’s act is over, the chil- 
dren's wing is opened up with con- 


brush to women’s Acts of Devotion 


Working from real life individuals 
that she photographs in various 
states, Salzl confesses, “I always tell 
my models that the painting isn’t 
about them, that they’re just ‘the 
models,’ but in truth a bit of their per- 
son or history always works its way 
into the painting.” 

As a full-time mother and a full- 


COVER STORY TURF / 18 


tests and games for the kids. | wander 
around, chatting up the young’uns 
pretending I recognise their costumes 
when I can’t even pronounce the 
names of the characters they claim to 
impersonate. | skilfully avoid any 
questions directed at me by pouring 
hopeful charm into the statement, 
“Oh, I'm with the media.” 

One of the things I notice through all 
this is that Greenwood was not quite 
accurate when she said the demo- 
graphic was aged “8 to 80”: people have 
brought their newborns. Paola Mayo, 
for instance, is mother to five-month 
old Andros. Although she claims the 
series isn't Andros's bedtime reading 
quite yet, Mayo says “as soon as he can 
read novels, I'm sure he'll be a fan.” 

Really, though, the kid probably 
doesn’t have much choice: his mother 
is obviously ardent about “th 
escapism’ Potter offers, and his cousin 
12-year-old Victor Eguren, is dressed 
up as one mean-looking Voldemort 


AROUND 11:15 OR $0, a troupe o 
readers re-enacts the last chapter oi 
the sixth Potter instalment. They do a 
good job of it, though I still have no 
clue about plot. The fact that we're 
edging dangerously past normal bed- 
times, however, is palpable: little eyes 
are red-rimmed, little mouths are 
starting to yawn. 

This is the last scheduled activity 
before everyone gets into line to wait 
for the book's midnight release. Maybe 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


time artist, and as an individual 
attempting to see the world in relation 
with everything around her, she 
responds, “I’m just trying to reflect 
back and unravel something, a pe! 
sonal resonance, a look, a gesture, 
that maybe someone else can relate 
to. | am trying to give expression to 
my own experience.” w 


HARRY POTTER 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


everyone's tired, or maybe everyone 
knows they're getting a copy, but it's a 
surprisingly orderly affair. And then 
the countdown begins. 

Outside, the flashing lights of a 
police cruiser lends a peculiar panic 
to the scene of crushed-but-other- 
wise-content fans. (Or, as one child I 
passed cooed, “They've come to deliy- 
er the books!” Not quite. An employee 
reveals to me that it’s just a precau- 
tion, and the police agreed only to 
come if nothing else was going on. 
Meanwhile, the actual in-store securi- 
ty was mercifully low-tech: a green 
sheet covering the boxes.) 

We of the media are paparazzi- 
obsessed with the sealed boxes of 
books, which Greenwood, dressed 
like some witchy character from the 
series, ceremoniously begins to tear 
open seconds before midnight. 

We huddle, crouch and adjust 
position, snapping endless photos, 
from different angles, different 
heights, of the yellow-taped boxes, 
nicely bilingual in their warnings: 
“ATTENTION! SOUS EMBARGO! DO 
NOT OPEN BEFORE 21 JULY 2007!” 

A little bonde boy, wide-eyed and 
wearing Harry Potter glasses, is at the 
beginning of the line. He’s so perfectly 
appropriate | wonder if he was hand- 
selected to be the first recipient. A lit- 
tle girl, who looks like his sister, plies 
her fingers on the edge of the counter 
beside him. We paparazzi them. The 
kids look too tired to even really 
notice the flashbulbs. 


AT THE STROKE OF midnight, the 
books are released. The sense of 
Stalled temporality, the Potter-time 
wasted waiting in line, rebounds: 
everything starts happening in double 
time. The crowd rushes forward, books 
are magically unboxed en masse, and 
the proud new owners of the final Pot- 
ter tome start a starry-eyed exodus 
toward the door. 

Maybe it’s the result of so many cos- 
tumed bodies, who have been pressed 
together in line for the last half hour, 
ambling again, but the stench of sweat 
crescendos. The humid night outside 
drifts in on the cigarette plumes of 
bored parents—it’s no relief from this 
animated claustrophobia of witches 
and weird characters. 

The woman from a corporate news 
agency, who interrupted one of my 
interviews earlier on with shiny pro- 
fessional arrogance, barges past me, 
elbows raised, bleating "EXCUSE ME! 
EXCUUUUSE ME!” She halts in front 
of the little boy first to get a copy, 
trapping all other media behind the 
tills, and blocking all camera angles. 
Adeptly, she stuffs a microphone in 
the boy’s face and holds a tiny digital 
camera inches from his pristine, blue- 
eyed gaze. She loudly repeats the 
spelling of his first and last names. 

Over her shoulder, I read the flash- 
ing red message on her camera 
screen: “Memory Card Full / Carte 
Mémoire Pleine.” 

Realizing I won’t absorb anything 
more from this evening—that the rest 
of tonight is for reading a book I won't 
be reading | wait to slip out the door, 
to the cool, Potter-indifferent night. w 
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Art Walk has the ‘walk’ part right 


PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 
AMY FUNG / AMY@EWEEAOLCOM 


Walking through the most recent edition 
of Art Walk, arguably the best site for 
artists and pedestrians to come téte-a- 
téte with one another, there was a 
greater expectation to something inspir- 
ing, to define what we should call “art.” 

In many ways, Art Walk serves as a 
decorative refresher to an urban stroll 
through the city. In theory, art in public 
places makes the city more attractive and 
appealing. In practice, the art in discus- 
sion was sometimes worth a closer 
glance, but not often. 

Not to dismiss pedestrian art altogeth- 
er, but most of the pieces found on Art 
Walk were on display for sale—as such, 
most were safe, appealing decorations 
There's space for that type of art, but 
block after block | was hoping for some- 
thing more engaging. 

Walking east on the north side of 
Whyte with large canvasses of still life 
and travel photography propped up all 
along the way, the scenery made me 
think of what-could-be if and when the 
118 Avenue community proposal goes 
underway. 

Developers believe the area to be the 
“next” arts district, and a community pro- 
posal wants to use art as a way to boost 
civic morale and improve the overall 
neighbourhood aesthetic. The art in dis- 
cussion would consist of family-orientat- 
ed pieces in empty store fronts a /a The 
Works, but they are purportedly borrow- 
ing this public-art model from Boston's 
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Art Windows project from 2005. 

A venture by the city of Boston and 
Boston-area artists, digital art works con- 
fronted pedestrians in the down-and-out 
downtown crossing area in an example of 
a successful revitalization project. One 
example of street-level art from Boston 
was a large digital green happy face that 
turns sombre whenever a pedestrian pass- 
es by. Still safe and appealing, the differ- 
ence is in its level of consideration for the 
transient nature of the experience. Engag- 
ing with the act of walking, and by execu- 
tion understanding art in public spaces as 
an exercise in creating something innova- 
tive and interactive, art can be inspiring 

When asked, Art Walk alumni from this 
year and previous have said they did it for 
the exposure. Exposure to the general pub- 
lic, connections to fellow fringe artists and 
the opportunity to connect one-on-one 
about something you obviously believe in 
are not restricted to only those with some- 
thing to sell. The defining character of Art 
Walk is the interaction that goes on 
between artists and the public; here's only 
hoping that future Art Walks (or any use of 
public space for art) will consider expand- 
ing the general understanding of “art” 
beyond 2D commodities. 


ART ON THE ROAM 


Here's your chance to take a bus tour 
highlighting Edmonton's modernist archi- 
tectural gems. On Sat, Jul 28 from 1 to 4 
pm, curators of Capital Modern: Edmon- 
ton Architecture and Urban Design 1940 - 
1969 will \ead a tour starting at the Art 


AUGUST 9TH, 2007 


Gallery of Alberta. Tickets available at the 
AGA; $20 non-members, $12 members 


Playing off the inevitable reality of nan- 
otechnology in our everyday lives, the 
AGAs current call for submissions is on 
the theme SMALL. Contact Marcus Miller. 
Assistant Curator and Programs Coordina- 
tor, for more information by emailing 
miller@artgalleryalberta.com 
The deadline is Sep 21, 2007 


Here’s hoping that future 
Art Walks will consider 
expanding the general 
understanding of “art 


beyond 2D commodities 
Asparagus Green is at it ag 
documentary Jaken for Granted 
ly filming a waking au<ops 
grant-based arts funding ir Edmonton 
Alberta, and Canada wants to hear what 
you have to say! Didn't get your piece? 
Then say your piece. Contact D Jeffrey 
Buchanan at granted@asparagust C 
for more information 


Don’t miss your opportunity to fill out the 
Stelmach government's survey on what 
you think Alberta's cultural policy should 
be: go to tprc.alberta.ca/culturalpolicy 
Default.aspx 

Hard copy deadline is Jul 31, 2007, so 
take a few minutes and fill one in before 
then. w Fung is also the author of 
prairieartsters.com 
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DINNER BEFORE BACH SHOW! 
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PICK UP THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE SEASONS OF EVERY ARTS. 
THEATRE, MUSIC, DANCE AND PERFORMING ARTS GROUP IN GREATER EDMONTON. 


PICK IT UP AND KEEP IT! 
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- You gotta fight for your right to be arrr-ty 


EDMONTON'S ‘EMERGING’ ARTISTS GET READY TO STAKE OUT THEIR OWN TURF 


AMY FUNG / amy@vueweekly.com 
he buzz of Millennials set to 
rule the world has been slowly 
but steadily growing in antici- 
pation. Millennials, that post-Gen Y 
generation of 20- to 35-year-olds who 
are destined (perhaps simply by time) 
to take control, have been coming of 
age for as long as MySpace and the 
iPod have been around. 
A quick summary of facts and fig- 
ures: in North America alone, this 
generation (mostly born after 1977) 


will not only be the wealthiest gener- 
ation the world has ever produced, 
but also the most educated. On every 
level of economy and culture, the 
impact of the Millennials will be felt. 

The City of Edmonton created a 
task force called NextGen in the 
hopes of retaining this next genera- 
tion, convincing them to stay here 
and prosper—and in this port town, 
that’s not a bad idea. 

Trickling down to the arts sector, 
which has been sitting as a malnour- 
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ished industry isolated as a potential 
positive factor on the road to main- 
taining a well-rounded and attractive 
city, Edmonton's visual art scene has 
mostly remained invisible outside of 
our provincial borders. Strangle held 
by the 1960s sweep of formalist mod- 
ernism, the forefathers of the art 
scene (namely U of A professors—and 
well-respected artists in their own 
right—Graham Peacock and Peter 
Hide) should now be pointed out as 
that first generation of artists who 
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forged a scene where there was noth- 
ing prior to contend with. Moving to 
Edmonton early in their careers from 
the UK in the late ‘60s, their influence 
has continued to dominate our visual 
arts scene 30 years after they first 
broke new ground. 


LOCAL ARTISTS CONTINUALLY fee to 


greener pastures, where their art can 
grow without the unnecessary frame 
of regurgitated Greenbergian readings 
and where studio spaces are at least 
affordable. But for those who are 
electing to stay, the second genera- 
tion is looking forward and not back 
for a movement it can call its own. 

TURF, an exhibition of emerging 
artists from the Edmonton/Calgary 
region currently showing at the Peter 
Robertson Gallery until Aug 11, looks 
to address the future harvest of artis- 
tic talent. Billing the large assembly 
exhibition as an exhibition of emerg- 
ing artists, the definition of “emerg- 
ing” is as diverse as the artists 
represented. 

Emerging’ is just art lingo for 
price point,” explains Peter Robertson, 
owner of the commercial gallery that 
has a strong collection of contempo- 
rary Canadian works. “We're looking 
to expose our clients to some new 
people, and also to see how these 
works perform in the gallery space.” 

Admittedly a painter-centric exhibi- 
tion of works, with co-curators and 
exhibiting artists Tricia Firmaniuk and 
Cynthia Gardner being both painters 
themselves, TURF is the first time the 
gallery has turned to represent the 
local scene in its three-year history. 

"Tricia and | have talked about it 
before,” Peterson concedes, before 
pointing out that contemporary 
Edmonton has yet to spawn an artist 
or a movement that has really broken 
out on any commercial level. 

A collector before he took over the 
former space of Vanderleelie Gallery, 
Robertson has witnessed the frustrating 
progression of the visual arts scene. 

“Artists thrive when they leave 
Edmonton,” he states plainly, before 
pointing out that Edmonton is a con- 
servative place with little avant-garde 
happening. 

Firmaniuk would agree. As the cen- 
tral curator who selected artists she 
had seen over the last number of 
years, she feels the scene here is 
healthy and diverse, but still young. 

“A lot of good work is being made 
here,” she says confidently. “I think 
there’s new interest in abstraction 
and a move towards more figurative 
work. People are getting away from 
academia and the idea of permissive- 
ness. There’s definitely a lot of valid 
ways to be working.” 


JUDGING FROM THE BROAD spectrum 


of artists and media represented, the 
age of postmodern curating is what 
strikes you first about the diversity. 
Traditional oil and acrylics, inter- 
spersed with mixed media, one pho- 
tography-based artist, UV screen 
prints, digital outputs and anything 


THROUGH SA AUT 
TURF: AN EXHIBITION OF 


= EMERGING ARTISTS 
S WITH PAUL FREEMAN, BETH PEDERSON, 
= | SHANEKREPAKAVICH, ANDREA PINHEIRO, 
SARAH EWASHEN 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (10183 -112 ST) 
else applicable to a 2D surface grace 
the exhibition walls. At first glance, the 
works and artists are all strong as indi- 
vidual works, but within the context of 
a group show, the exhibition serves 
well as an introductory sample of con- 
temporary Alberta-based 2D visual 
artists working under the age of 40. 
For Sarah Ewashen, one of three 
Calgarians represented and an ‘07 
graduate of ACAD, TURF is her first 


gallery exhibition. Two large-scale fig- 


urative drawings adorn the back 
south wall, one traditional in its 
resemblance to Japanese lithography 
while the other, aptly titled “Anybody,” 
is an estranging hybrid of cultures, 
religions and gender. 

Like most new graduates, Ewashen 
now blankly faces the slippery slope 
of post-art school withdrawal. 

“I'm mainly looking for a balance 
between living and staying true to my 
art,” she muses when asked about the 
dreaded “Now what?” situation. “I am 
looking at more the business side to 
survive.” 

Like her peers within the exhibition, 
commercial galleries have either not 
been of interest or not within reach. 

In fact, immediately upon entry to 
the show, there are works by Paul 
Freeman, arguably not an emerging 
artist by most standards, but an 
accomplished artist who has rooted 
himself in the community through 
actively exhibiting and administering 
over the past ten years. 

“I’ve targeted public, artist-run 
institutions, as I'm more interested in 
just getting people to see the work,” 
he says. “In this town, there is a lega- 
cy to contend with, and I think the 
artist-run centres have to re-evaulate 
their role in the community, but ! 
think there's now more room than 
before for more stuff to happen.” 

Freeman's works deal mostly with 
the representation of dead animals in 
various media and styles, and his 
ropey chalk pastel carcasses sit direct- 
ly across the room from the raised 2D 
works by Harcourt House's current 
artist-in-residence, Beth Pederson. 

A graduate of NSCAD in 2003, 
Pederson’s pieces were created this 
past year courtesy of her studio 
space as Harcourt's A-I-R. Bathroom 
pipes and other everyday objects you 
see and use and never pay much 
attention to have evolved from their 
canvases and assumed their own 
tangible presence. As Pederson’s 
magnification on the idea of the sim- 
ple object continues to grow, she and 
fellow artist/partner Shane 
Krepakavich (also in TURF, but cur- 
rently overseas) doesn’t know if they 
will be able to grow here. 

“The shortage of space is a prob- 


lem,” she says in her quiet manner. 
“But there’s also not enough happening 
culturally, at least not in the visual arts. 
There's a lack of awareness, and a lack 
of appreciation. It just seems people 
are more interested in buying trucks.” 


A SHORTAGE OF AFFORDABLE studio 


space is a continuous plague, but with 
the crushing boom and absorption of 
any available spaces for rent, most 
artists are finding it near impossible 
to find a space not just to work, but 
also to live. 

There are, of course, artists who 
have founded a stable community 
around them for support and inspira- 
tion, Housemates and artists Monica 
Pitre, Andrea Pinheiro and Gillian Wil- 
lens are all represented in TURF, and 
will also be having a group show com- 
ing up in ArtsHab playing on the theme 
of cohabitation. Pitre, who is currently 
premiering her MFA in printmaking, 
has two earlier works on display, as 
she feels that they're more representa- 
tive of the idea of “emerging.” 

“Basically, | never considered 
myself an artist when I was doing my 
BFA,” Pitre explains matter-of-factly. 
“It was when I started my Masters, 
feeling that dedication and commit- 
ment and knowing that ! will never be 
without this, is when I started to feel 
like an artist.” 

Pitre is also one of 19 recipients out 
of 142 applicants for the first round of 
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the Edmonton Explorations Grant that 
will lead into a large-scale public art 
project this fall. Wrapping up her Mas- 
ters, the idea of “emerging” versus 
“mid-level” labels is clearly not of 
consequence. 

Her housemate Willens, on the 
other hand, marks the impetuousness 
of “just doing” as a sign of being an 
emerging artist. 

“The reality is, you just have to start 
doing when you are emerging,” she 
says, before explaining some of the 
history of what being “emerging” in 
Edmonton means. “My parents moved 
here in the late ‘60s just as all of this 
modernist art was starting to 
happen, so as a second-generation 
Edmontonian, I feel Edmonton is 
growing up at the same time and find- 
ing its own voice and getting away 
from this foundation of nepotism.” 

As a board member for SNAP 
Gallery as well as having left Edmon- 
ton for Toronto for a number of years, 
Willens very much relates Edmonton's 
art scene as an adolescent teenager in 
the stage of trying everything. 

“It’s not a negative remark, but pos- 
itive, in that we're finding ourselves. 
You can be brought up under one way, 
but there's always the time when you 
start doing your own thing.” 

Digging their heels into Edmonton’s 
turf, the artists and emerging artists of 
tomorrow are certainly breaking new 
ground on their terms. v 
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| FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 26, 2007 
1. The Traveling Wilburys - Collection (rhino) 

2. Wilco - Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 

3. The White Stripes — Icky Thump (wamer) 

4. Interpol - Our Love To Admire (capitol) 

5. Feist- The Reminder (arts & crafts) 

6. Ryan Adams - Easy Tiger (lost highway) 

7. Bjork — Volta (atlantic) 

8. Joan Armatrading — Into The Blues (429) 

9. Spoon -GaGaGaGaGa (merge) 

10. The National — Boxer (4ad) 

11.Ween - The Friends EP (chocodog) 

12.St Vincent - Mary Me (beggars) 

13.Mavis Staples - We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 
14.Rufus Wainwright — Release The Stars (geffen) 
15.Mark Olson - The Salvation Blues (universal) 
16.Grinderman — Grinderman (anti) 

17. Beasties Boys - The Mix Up (emi) 

18. Amy Winehouse - Back To Black (universal) 

19. Kings Of Leon - Because Of The Times (rca) 
20.Various - The Gift A Tribute To lan Tyson (stony plain) 
21.Arcade Fire — Neon Bible (merge) 

22. Carolyn Mark - Nothing Is Free (mint) 

23. Lucinda Williams — West (lost highway) 

24. Crowded House — Time On Earth (maple) 
25.Tiger Army — Music From Regions Beyond (hellcat) 
26. Hot Little Rocket — How To Lose Everything (fu:m) 
27.Battles - Mirrored (warp) 

28.Wednesday Night Heroes — Guilty Pleasures (byo) 
29. Xavier Rudd — White Moth (universal) 

30. Dinosaur Jr.— Beyond (fat possum) 


MF DOOM g 


MM...FOOD 


SECONDS, ANYONE? 

At last, MF DOOM's delicious 
album, MM...FOOD, is available again, 
and now with the MM..FOOD DRIVE 
TOUR DVD featuring over an hour of live 
performances and behind the scenes footage. This special 
edition is packaged in a Limited Edition candy bar silver mylar 
wrap [give it a sniff -- mm...chocolatel] 

with Bonus Poster & Sticker! 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342, 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


VIBE TRIBE PRODUCTIONS-DRUM AND DANCE 
JAMS Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 Ave (433-6279) © 

Come and practice your hand drumming skills or leam 
something new in a group setting. Calling all tribal 
dancers for a chance to improvise and move to live 
music. Each jam starts and ends with quest musicians 
or dancers. Drums are available to borrow, no experi- 
ence necessary ® First and last Tue each month (6:30- 
8:30pm) © $10 (doorl/child under 12 free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * NEW WORKS: 
Artworks by gallery artists; Emestine Tahedl, Karen 
Yurkovich, Greg Edmonson, Gordon Harper, Daniele 
Lemieux, Ken Wallace, Scott Plear, and Mikel Temo 
Greko * July and August 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1095-106 St 
(488-6611) ¢ Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) 
© Feature Gallery: MAKING ALBERTA HOME: Home 
fumishings and accessories; Until Oct. 6 © Discovery 
Gallery: 70 CHINA WITH LOVE: New sculptural ceram- 
ic works by Diane Sullivan; Until Sept. 8 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free admission); Sat-Sun 11am- 
5pm © Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 
and 3:30pm) * CAPITAL MODERN: EDMONTON 
ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN DESIGN, 1940-1969; until 
Aug. 26 * Capital Modem curators tour: July 28 (1- 
4pm) Tickets $20 ($12 AGA and MADE members) * 
THE 2007 ALBERTA BIENNIAL OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART-LIVING UTOPIA AND DISASTER: Artworks by 22 
artists; until Sept. 9 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) © 


AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave (390-0031) © Acrylic 
paintings by Rodrigo Lopez * Until Sept 31 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 
1044-122 St (488-9700) * Open Mon-Fri Bam-Spm © 
Photographs by Mark Morris ® Until Sept. 7 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave ® Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am-5pm * Mixed 
media works by Jane Ash Poitras; acrylics and mixed 
media by Daniele Petit: photos by Kathleen Gook: 
members’ artworks 


CONCORDIA LIBRARY GALLERY 7128 Ada 
Boulevard (479-9338) * Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm © 
Black-and-white photos of Alberta by Leon Strembitsky 
Until Sept 7 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) « Open 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-4:30pm; Sat Sam- 
noon 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) © Open Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2-5pm © 
AGAINST THE GRAIN Kelly Johner- master of fine 
arts in sculpture/OF NIGHT AND LIGHT AND HALF 
LIGHT Monica Pitre: master of fine arts in printmak- 
ing; Until Aug 18 * Chasing Form: Cesar Alvarez's 
final visual presentation for the degree of Master of 
Fine Arts in Sculpture. Outdoors exhibition, U of A 
Campus, South of Rutherford Library, 89 Ave, 112 St; 
extended to Sept. 15 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) © 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-Gpm © FLOTSAM AND THEN 
SOME # Until July 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
© Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam-Bpm; Sun 1-Spm © 
THE SHOWGIALS: Fibre artworks by Dawna Dey 
Harrish, Margo Fiddes, Cathy Tomm, and Sharon Willas 
Rubuliak; Aug. 30 © Edmonton Room * Open Mon- 
Fri © LUCENT: A survey of contemporary Canadian 
glass; curators: Tina Oldknow, Norman Faulkner, 
Carole Pilon; Works Festival exhibit held over until 
August 24 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) » Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main Gallery: HO: 
Toni Hafkenscheid's photographs resemble artificial 
scenes from model train sets or an idealized view blur- 
ring reality and fiction; Until Aug. 25 * Fromt Room: 
ACTS OF DEVOTION: Art by Tammy Salzl; Until Aug. 25 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * 
INSTRUCTOR'S EXTRAVAGANZA: works by the centre's 
instructors; Aug. 1-Sept 1 ¢ THROUGH MY EYES: 


Edmonton artist Josie Stepchuk’s renditions of Alberta 
scenery, folklore, flora and architecture; July 30-Aug. 
30; special opening: Aug. 1 (6:30-8:30 pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 


~ 8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 


Serigraphs by Norval Morrisseau and Jackson Beardy, 
prints by Toti, paintings by Cindy Revell, wall art by 
Raymond Chow * (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm * Art by 
Shirley Thomas, Edythe Markstad Buchanan. 
Serigraphs of Edmonton buildings by George Webber, 
pottery by Jim Speers 

LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) « 
Latitude Summer Rooftop Series: hosted by a range of 
local “celebrity” DJs and hosts; rooftop patio every Thu 
until Aug. 16 (5-9pm) 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, Red Bam, 
590 Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (467-4481) * 

Open Sat 10am-4pm; Thu 5-9pm ¢ ALL MEMBERS ART 
SHOW « Until July 28 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) « 
Open Tue-Sat 9:30am-5pm; Sun 12:30-5pm ¢ 
STATIONS: Photographs by Denis Wall * Until July 31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm 
@ HAT-STORY- Artworks by various artists curated by 
Danielle LaBrie; Until July 29 « ALL DAY/EVERYDAY- 
Displaying the everyday gestures of the human experi- 
ence; Aug. 4-Oct. 14 © FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: 
Landscape paintings by Pam Wilman, Adeline Rockett, 
Sophia Podryhla - Shaw, Donna Mille; Aug. 4-Sept. 30 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:: 30pm © Scuptures 
by Roy Mills ® July 28-Aug. 29 ; opening reception: 
Sun, July 29 (1-3:30 pm) ¢ The Dining Room 
Gallery: LADY OF THE LAKE: Paintings by Kathy 
Meaney; until Aug. 9 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm, Sun 
1-Spm * SISTER EXHIBITS: Two stories of the 
womens religious orders that helped shape Wester 
Canada © Until Sept. 9 * Opening reception: July 26 
(7pm) 

MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St ¢ 
ELEMENTAL: WATER EARTH FIRE AIR: Art by members 
of the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta © Until Sept. 
30 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm ¢ TURF 
Artworks by emerging artists * Until Aug. 11 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) Open 
Tue-Fri 2-Bpm; Sat 12-7pm * PETALS AND LEAVES; 
Artworks by Giselle Denis, solo exhibition 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) ® Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(10am-8pm)  KA-POW/; Featuring artworks by 
Murray Allen, Tony Baker, Kib, Christopher Zaytsoff * 
In conjunction with the St. Albert Downtown Art Walk 
(6-9pm); until July 28 * ROOTS: Sherri Chaba, Brenda 
Kim Christiansen, Erin Schwab: Aug. 2-Sept. 1; 
Exhibition opens in conjunction with St. Albert 
Downtown Art Walk (6-9 pm) 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 8555 Roper Rd (427-1750) « 
Open Mon-Sat Sam-4:30pm; Wed 4:30-Spm # /MMOR- 
TAL NATURE'S AGELESS HARMONY: THE BOTANICAL 
LANTERN SLIDES OF WILLIAM COPELAND MCCALLA: 
Hand-coloured glass lantem slides of flowers and 
plants by William Copeland, 1914-1938 ¢ Until Sept. 1 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453- 
9100) © Open daily 9-5pm * SIMALL WONDER: THE 
MINISCULE MAGNIFIED: View imgages of the micro 
world of mosses, insects, snail schells and seeds; until 
Sept. 3 © STORIES FROM THE SOUTHESK 
COLLECTION: A 150-YEAR JOURNEY: First Nations and 
Metis artifacts (1859-60); until Sept. 3 * COOL AND 


COLLECTED: See the unseen from the Museum's collec- 


tions; until Sept. 3 © GALEN ROWELL-A 
RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape photographs; until Sept. 3 


ST. ALBERT ARTWALK « Various venues: Wares, 
Modern Eyes Gallery, Profiles Gallery, Art Beat Gallery, 
GEmport, Studio Gallery, The Bookstore on Perron, 
Cargo and James, St. Thomas Coffee House, Concept 
Jewelry in St. Albert * Aug. 2 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm ¢ Landscapes by Jim Stokes, still 


lifes and landscapes by Linda O'Neill, small steel weld- 


ed sculptures by Peter Hide, monoprints by Brenda 
Malkinson, ink drawings by Arlene Wasylynchuk ; Until 
July 31 © Phyllis Anderson’s still lifes and landscapes, 
and David Mitchell's jade sculptures. Also featuring 
gelatin silver prints by Tom Willock and still-life paint- 
ings by Jacqueline Stehelin; Aug. 4-21 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open Tue- 
Sat 12-Spm ¢ Main Gallery: RING AROUND THE 
ROSIE Marilee Salvator: Print works that deal with 
autobiography, feminist ideals and abstraction; July 26 
(7pm); Until Sept. 1 * Studio Gallery: /N THE 
GATHERING LIGHT Michelle LaVoie: /n the Gathering 
Light is a series of images that use technology to talk 


about technology and how it acts as a filter for our per- 


ceptions; July 26 (7pm); Until Sept. 1 


THE STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES 913 Ash St, Sherwood Park (467-8189) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; weekends by appoint- 
ment/pre-booked tour * Sports from the Past: 
Featuring sports equipment, photographs and col- 


ARTS. ; 


lectibles from the early 1900s to the late 1980s; July- 
Sept; $3 

‘THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Strett, St. Albert 
(460-5993) ® Open: Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 
10am-Spm or by appointment * ESSENCE OF 
WOMEN: Artworks by Linda Wilder ® Until July 28 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 


9100) # LOST WORLDS: Exhibition from dinosaurs to 
ancient civilizations ® Until Sept. 3 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) « 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © ALBERTA WIDE 2007: Sixth annual exhi- 
bition from Alberta Community Art Clubs Association 
members provincewide * Aug. 2-28 * Opening recep- 
tion: Aug, 2(7 pm) 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) ¢Ex- 
Edmonton poets Adam Dickinson and Erin Knight read 
from their latest works Kingdom, Phylum and the 
Sweet Fuels. July 26 (7:30 pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off third Wed each 
month # $5 (donation) 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike, Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery * Meetings 
bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelgoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat 
(8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): 
Wacky Wednesday; $5 * Bob Angeli; July 26-28 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) © Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Scott 
Haris, Sean Lecomber, and Sean Thompson: Until July 
29 @ Hit or Miss Mondays July 30 * Tommy Savitt: 
Aug, 1-5 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castledowns Nid 
(472-7696) * Ha-Ha-Off comedy with host Kathleen 
McGee featuring Andrew lwanyk © Every Thu (Spm) « 
No cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy 
Extravaganza: hosted by Kathleen MacGee; first Tue 
each month; no minors; 8:30pm (door), 9pm (show) © 
$5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 
1122) * Wednesday Night Live: Open stage every Wed 
for comedy, and music hosted by Barbara May and the 
Tumbling Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) ¢ Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm # Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Wed Crash and 
Bum © Dan Quinn, Todd K., J.P Fournier: July 26-28 


THEATRE 


ATHABASCA FRINGE « Sixteen acts with something 
for everybody: music, dance, plays, storytelling, sketch 
comedy, and children's shows # July 27-29 © 
wwwathabascafringe.ab.ca 


COMEDY TONIGHT! SONGS TO MAKE YOU 
SMILE Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615- 
109 Ave (483-4051) « Compiled and written by Jim 
Brewer, with parodies of well known Broadway hits to 
original comedy songs, this show pokes gentle fun at 
all aspects of our lives ¢ Until Aug. 26 


THE EXQUISITE HOUR Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave © Teatro la Quindicina * Starring Jeff Haslam 
and Kate Ryan about a seeminaly well-adjusted bache- 
lor who finds his life forever altered on a summer 
evening when an alluring stranger materializes in his 
backyard ® Until July 28, Tue-Sat 8pm; Sat matinees 
2pm © $20 (adult)/$17 (student/senion) at TIX on the 
Square, door; Tue and Sat Matinees: Pay-What-You- 
Can (door) or TIX $10 


GREEDY, ROTTEN, SCOUNDRELS-THE LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT OF DECKLAND MACNAMUS 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St, WEM (484- 
2424) « Comedy by Scott and Yanin Cranwill. After 
years of indulging a cantankerous and eccentric old bil- 
lionaire, the time has finally come to find out who 
sucked up enough to become the rightful heir to the 
family fortune * Until Aug. 12 


LETTERS FROM BATTLE RIVER - THE ADVEN- 
TURES OF DR. MARY PERCY JACKSON Foxy 
Theatre, 10708-124 St (453-2440/420-1757) © The 
{etters home from a British doctor reveal humour, 
courage, and a brilliant snapshot of the Alberta's 
remote north in the 1930s © July 27 (7pm) 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) © The Euro-style variety spectacle. Watch as 
celebrity quests engage in conversation and the high- 
spirited competition of “TheGame!” Laughs, music and 
antics guided by glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli and 
her divine co-host Eros, God of Lave * Season finale 
July 28 (11pm) © Tickets $10 at the door 
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Enough War and Peace to make all seven hours worthwhile 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
efore the epic feat of delivering 
Lord of the Rings in 
its entirety, there 
was a another cinematic 
conquest of creating a film 
out of one of the longest THIS ROCKS 
books ever written. 

Not only did director Sergei Bon- 
darchuk have to re-create the sump- 
tuous interiors and lifestyles of 
Russia’s early 19th century elite, he 
also had the task of realizing the bru- 
tal battles of the Napoleonic Wars— 
including the stunning burning of 
Moscow—in order to stay true to Leo 
Tolstoy's War and Peace. \t was no 
small feat, either: made in the mid- 
‘60s, it remains one of Russia's most 
expensive filmic ventures to date. 

Like its source novel, Bondarchuk’s 
film is long and difficult—clocking in at 
seven hours makes it slow going at 
times—but entirely enlightening and 
worth the effort. And with the Metro 
Cinema’s four-part screening, it’s much 
easier to wear the I-got-through-War- 
and-Peace badge of honour. 

If you've made it through the book, 
you'll know that it would be impossi- 
bie to reiterate what it’s about in the 
short amount of space afforded here— 
there are the trials of love, coming-of- 
age, the wallop of war, conspiracy 
and salacious seduction, to name a 
few—so you'll excuse me for focusing 
on three of its main players. 


BY MOST ACCOUNTS, the sensibilities 


of existentialist Pierre Bezukhov 
(played by director Bondarchuk) mir- 


Tarkovsky baby-steps still make Ivan's Childhood compelling 


DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BRAUN 
ivdetective@vueweekly.com 
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Though sometimes underappreciated by 
the director's admirers as a less mature 
work, one predating his soon-to-be real- 
ized aspirations toward a very particular 
formal and philosophical rigour, Andrei 
Tarkovsky’ 1962 film /van’s Childhood 
deserves to be seen and re-seen for per- 
haps these very same reasons. A film 
about the corruption of innocence, it is in 
fact characterized by the endearing inno- 
Cence of its approach, one expressing a 
budding director's youthful enthusiasm for 
Staging images of simple (if enigmatic) 
lyrical beauty that contrast the story's 
Underpinning theme of the tragic toll of 
War on man and nature. Tarkovsky would 
90 on to make films far more ambitious, 
audacious and personal than /van’ Child- 
hood, but none of them that possess 
Quite the same affecting charm. 

Since this was Tarkovsky’s first film 
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DIRECTED BY SERGE! BONDARCHUK 

WRITTEN BY BONDARCHUK, VASILI SOLOWOY, 
LEO TOLSTOY 

STARRING BONDARCHUK, LYUDMILA SAVELYEVA, 
WWACHESLAV TIKHONOU 


ror Tolstoy's own—both autobio- 
graphically and internally. While a 
young man, Pierre dives head-first 
into the pleasure-seeking lifestyle 
most of the men in his class enjoyed. 
But he never really fits in—Bon- 
darchuk’s furrowed brow may slowly 
relax as his character gets increasing- 
ly intoxicated, but his layered inter- 
pretation of Pierre makes it obvious 
that his drinking is informed by much 
bravado. And when Pierre’s father 
dies, leaving a healthy inheritance, 
Pierre finds himself with a slew of 
nobleman responsibilities, and with 
them a moral quagmire. How can one 
live righteously in an unjust world? 
Bondarchuk gives Pierre something 
of a bumbling quality, of a man who 
isn’t quite comfortable in his own 
skin, let alone upper-class fashions. 
At times the director/actor even adds 
humour to Pierre—his tripping over 
bodies on the war front would be 
comical if the situation wasn’t so 
incredibly dire. Ultimately he delivers 


after leaving film school, and since the 
project didn’t originate with Tarkovsky (he 
inherited it from another director who'd 
been ushered off the film, while the script 
was an adaptation of Vladimir Bogo- 
molov's novel) /van’s Childhood can be 
seen as a sort of bridge linking 
Tarkovsky's apprenticeship within the 
approved vocabulary and ideology of the 
“thawed” but still restrictive post-Stalin 
Soviet film industry to the deeply idiosyn- 
cratic, unabashedly complex and poetic 
body of work that would come to distin- 
guish Tarkovsky as one of the world’s 
most distinctive, dazzling and, for some, 
frustrating filmmakers. Watching it today 
in Criterion’s lovingly packaged and sup- 
plemented new DVD release, we can see 
the film as a beguiling and fascinating 
artifact of a certain moment in history. 
However, the moment in which /van's 
Childhood is set takes us back more than 
a decade and a half before the film's year 
of release. Its titular character (played 
with striking polarities of unadulterated 
awe and rugged, preternatural confidence 


a character who is almost despica- 
ble—in the way society seems to hate 
the weak—as well as almost loveable. 

Vyacheslav Tikhonovy's cynical 
Prince Andrei Bolkonsky is also per- 
fectly realized. His lean good looks 
give Andrei the right amount of pen- 
siveness that, after witnessing the hor- 
rors of war, grows into deadening 
cynicism. And that his brief foray into 
new love with the young Natasha 
comes to a bitter end is captured 
believably by his piercing gaze. Despite 
the back-stabbing that occurs to break 
off their engagement, Tikhonov’s inter- 
pretation of Andrei rightfully exposes 
that the affair could never last anyway. 

Lyudmila Savelyeva's exquisite 
Natasha is a revelation. Chosen to 
counter the much-loved Natasha played 
by Audrey Hepburn in Hollywood's War 
and Peace (1956), Savelyeva gives her 
audience much to feast on. Like many 
other young, upper-class women of the 
time, Natasha searches for the perfect 
love to set her life in motion—only to be 
thwarted by the grim displacement of 
war. And Savelyeva volleys between 
naive nubility and the grief of a near- 
widow of war—while still maintaining 
her belief in the one true love—with 
such dexterity that the performance 
almost defies description. 


WINNING BOTH THE oscar and the 
Golden Globe for Best Foreign Lan- 
guage film in 1969, Bondarchuk’s War 
and Peace is certainly a piece of sump- 
tuous cinema. Although Tolstoy's tale 
is quite faithfully reproduced, the com- 
plex web of its two main storylines— 


by Nikolai Burlyaev) is a 12-year-old scout 
working for the Soviet military during the 
closing chapters of World War II. lvan's 
family has been murdered by Nazis, vio- 
lently hurling him into a world of adult 
grotesqueries to which he has adapted all 
too well. He used to talk in his sleep, he 
tells a grown-up comrade, but now he 
lacks rest, and is nervous all the time. 
He's made strong alliances with Russian 
field commanders and is considered a 
valuable asset. He's threatened at certain 
points with being transferred to a military 
school and angrily protests the idea, say- 
ing he’s more useful at the front. His 
superiors must agree, since lvan’s child- 
hood will continue to be spent on the 
peripheries of combat, and will in fact 
never progress to manhood proper. 


FOR THOSE FAMILIAR WITH the 
imagery of his subsequent work, 
Tarkovsky's most obvious contributions 
to the story of /van’s Childhood are the 
film's multiple dream/memory 
sequences: the beatific mother walking 


the Napoleonic Wars and the lives of 
five upper-class families—make some 
of the subplots harder to follow. It gets 
difficult to remember characters from 
the first hour when they don’t reap- 
pear again until the last hour. 

But my biggest complaint with the 
film would have to do with my inter- 
pretation of how Tolstoy dealt with 
the question of war. His telling of the 
different campaigns that led to 
Napoleon's taking of Moscow were 
sardonic and bursting with the idea 
that many battles are won or lost 


along the beach, the cart spilling apples 
which are muzzled and chewed by dewy 
horses, the rustling of leaves as they 
brush past Ivan’s naked skin and the oth- 
erwise absent sunlight and clean water. 
With these digressions, Tarkovsky takes 
a technique so basic to storytelling and 
brings it to an impressive level of multi- 
ple meanings and cinematic textures. 
Yet really, the bleak realistic scenes in 
the film are equally evocative and lulling 
in their frequently vertical imagery: the 
flares that fall like stars, the dangling 
nooses, the tall, spectral birch trees, the 
crashed plane and a memorable kiss 
shared over a trench that gradually dou- 
bles in our imagination as an abyss. 

It should also be said that it’s here in 
Tarkovsky's feature debut that his influ- 
ences are presented most nakedly. He 
produces interesting variations on the 
stylistic flights found in previous Russ- 
ian war films, such as The Cranes Are 
Flying, certain deeper compositions 
echo those of Orson Welles and Ingmar 
Bergman, and the film's scenes of 


completely by chance—that despite 
what the history books say after the 
fact, in the mayhem messages get lost 
or miscommunicated, so a valiant vic- 
tory may not be attributed to a coura- 
geous general at all, but to a stream 
of fortunate accidents for the “win- 
ning” side. The film has trouble cap- 
turing this on screen. Obviously, it 
doesn't fail completely, though, and 
when Bondarchuk vividly re-creates 
the burning of Moscow, Tolstoy’s core 
message remains—that there are no 
real winners in war. W 


hushed, crouched movement in dark 
water pleasingly recall Ugetsu, the most 
famous work by Kenji Mizoguchi, one of 
Tarkovsky's few confessed idols. Rather 
than make Ivan Childhood feel deriva- 
tive, these references—which would 
probably only concern film lovers as 
nerdy as myself anyway—function as a 
sort of starting point for Tarkovsky's 
directorial journey. 

Criterion’s package includes an illumi- 
nating half-hour commentary by Tarkovsky 
scholar Vida T. Johnson, who co-authored 
the terrific book The Films of Andrei 
Tarkovsky: A Visual Fugue, placing special 
emphasis on Tarkovsky’s use of other art 
forms such as music, literature and paint- 
ing in the development of his style and 
content. There are also interviews with 
cinematographer Vadim Yusoy and the 
now middle-aged Burlyaev, who tells a 
great little story about Tarkovsky's osmo- 
sis-like way of instructing his actors. As 
well, a handsome booklet includes a 
poem by Tarkovsky's dad and essays by 
Tarkovsky and Dina lordanova. w 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
enezuela President Hugo 
Chavez Frias is one 
of the world’s great 

political mysteries, demo- 
nized as much as he's dei- 
fied. When he came to THIS S OK 
power in December 1998, the demo- 
cratic socialist—who has based much 
of his independence, anti-imperialist 
rhetoric on the Latin American revo- 
lutionary Simon Bolivar—was regard- 
ed warily by the US and other 
dominant powers. 

In the years since, Chavez's main 
supporters, the poor majority, contin- 
ued to back him. Opposition seems to 
have grown in Venezuela—particular- 
ly after Chavez took the reins of the 
country’s oil supply from private inter- 
ests—but it’s mostly from the middle- 
and upper-class minority. After a 
failed coup, rumoured to have had 
American backing, Chavez—whose 
legitimate election Donald Rumsfeld 
likened to that of Adolf Hitler— 
strengthened his ties with Castro, and 
even signed an agreement with Mass- 
achusetts to provide cheap oil to poor 
communities in that state. 

Radio Canada reporter-turned- 
filmmaker Charles Gervais’s look at 
Chavez, ¢jRevolucion!?, is struc- 
tured around ten steps for a modern- 
day, bloodless revolution based on 
the Bolivarian Revolution in 
Venezuela, but the man behind it 
remains a frustrating, murky question 
mark. Taking its cue from Chavez's 


passing-out of millions of copies of 
Don Quixote to the people, éjRevolu- 
cion!? illustrates the steps with 
sketches of Quixote and his compan- 
ion, Sancho Panza. But the documen- 
tary, clearly sympathetic to Chavez at 
the start, becomes a cautionary 
address by the end, calling on Chavez 
to avoid becoming a fantasist, showy 
provocateur and egotist simply pow- 
ered by the modern windmills of oil- 
extraction and anti-US imperialism. 


THIS IS A SNAPPILY edited, sleek doc that 
whips us through the crowds and bus- 
tle of Caracas. The views of young 
Chavist Nairoby Caceres are countered 
by the criticisms of anti-Chavez activist 
Martha Varon. There are no pundits or 
academics on hand to offer insights, 
and Gervais himself never clearly out- 
lines the main problems with Chavez. 

The qualities that seem equally 
hopeful and worrisome, particularly to 
the outsider, are left as cryptic contra- 
dictions. Chavez's soldier back- 
ground—he led a failed military coup 
in 1992, is called “commander,” and 
often wears a military beret in pub- 
lic—and his fervent following suggest 
a potential military dictator, yet he 
has mostly launched local missions to 
restructure the nation through small- 
scale projects. The president's public 
chats on TV can last hours, but is he 
talking with or at the people? 

Varon’s and others’ concerns about 
Chavez are never truly investigated 
here. Is freedom of speech and 
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Enigmatic Chavez looms over intriguing ¢jRevolucion!? 
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FAL JUL, TUE JUL 31 (8:0 PM) 
SAT JUL 28- MON JUL 0PM) 
{jREVOLUCION!? 

TEN AND DIRECTED BY CHARLES GERVAIS 
NARRATED BY LUIS DE CESPEDES 
METRO CHEMA, S10 


expression, particularly in the media, 
being suppressed? Most important, 
have the lives of Venezuela's poorest 
been improved? Or is this revolution, 
because it's been framed by elections 
and constitutional law, taking so long 
that its effects can’t easily be seen? 
But then, Chavez's achievements 


DOCUMENTARY 


aren't clear, either. Gervais shows few 
Chavez-instituted programs. The ones 
he does show—a doctor-for-oil 
exchange with Cuba, a rural repopu- 
lation scheme—are intriguing. Gervais 
rightly criticizes Chavez's easy 
denouncing of the “devil” Bush's 
American empire and the whipping 
up of hostility in his supporters. 
Chavez notes in one speech that he 
and Castro are painted as the crazy left, 
while Morales, Lula, and other Latin 
American leaders are seen as more rea- 
sonable. Yet Gervais argues that Chavez 
can be both the populist lower-class 


leader, armed with anti-capitalist rheto- 
ric, and a backroom wheeler-dealer ai 
economic summits. Is he simply trying to 
survive as a democratic socialist within 
the rhetoric-heated cauldron of Latin 
American politics? Or is he becoming a 
power-drunk autocrat who will soon 
leave law and order behind? Can he ful 
fill hopes or will he just disappoint? 

¢jRevolucion!? is as intriguing and 
maddening as the man himself, Hugo 
Chavez Frias, lingering like a storm o! 
fog, a modern-day political mystery 
shrouded by enigma, wrapped in a 
riddle. w 


Werner Herzog soars again with obsessive Rescue Dawn 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

n its first scenes, Rescue Dawn 
| ee appear to be Wern- 

er Herzog’s most conven- 
tional and anonymous film. 

The essentially flat charac- 
terizations granted to US TES BIS 
navy pilot Dieter Dengier (Christian 
Bale) and his fellow officers as they tra- 
verse Southeast Asian waters in the 
early years of Vietnam, their gung ho 
back-slappin’ dialogue, and even Den- 
gler’s blustery cries of bravado as he 
crashes his bomber into the thick of the 
Laotian jungle, all feel strangely per- 
functory. It would seem that it’s only 
after the film’s fairly straightforward set- 
up, only upon entering this fecund and 
fearsome jungle, that Herzog’s singular 
sensibility and sensitivity to enigmatic 
detail awaken 

Of course, those familiar with Her- 
zog’s films know where this is going. 
Rescue Dawn is based on Herzog’s 
1997 documentary Little Dieter Needs 
to Fly, in which the late Dengler is 
brought back to Laos and asked to 
recall—and even reenact—his harrow- 
ing story of survival as a POW. 

That Little Dieter should have 
prompted Rescue Dawn is itself a-fasci- 
nating, layered thing. It calls attention 
to the famously hazy line separating 
Herzog’s documentaries from his fic- 
tion films by contrasting the two forms 
as they convey the exact same story- 
line. It also allows Herzog to delve 
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into an entirely separate set of details 
about Dengler’s story while doubly 
emphasizing those already covered. 


And it gives the eccentric Bavarian, 
now based in Los Angeles, an oppor- 
tunity to make a film in a commercial 
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CE | WHITTEN AND DIRECTED BY WERNER HERZOG 


STARRING CHRISTIAN BALE, STEVE ZAHN, 
JEREMY DAVIES, ABHIJATI MEUK’ JUSARUL 


genre, and perhaps attract a fresh 
audience not already cemented in 
their opinions about his work. 

(For all the acclaim showered upon 
Herzog’s documentaries following 
Grizzly Man, his reputation in fiction 
films rests largely upon his master- 
works of the 1970s, like Aguirre: 
Wrath of God, The Enigma of Kaspar 
Hauser and Stroszek. His stature never 
really recovered after the disappoint- 
ment that greeted 1987's Cobra Verde.) 


HAPPILY, THE DEEPER Dengler gets 


into the jungle, the more clearly Her- 
zog’s identification with Dengler—his 
obsessive determination, his existen- 
tial heroism—and real interests in 
the story emerge. Foliage assumes 
prison-like qualities. The few chan- 
nels of communication available 
between Dengler and his captors are 
outlined, while the impenetrable oth- 
erness between the two cultures 
never yields. And a quietly hallucina- 
tory quality infects the film’s tone 
and imagery as Dengler starves, 
plans his escape and develops a very 
entertaining camaraderie with his 
fellow POWs, one of whom is played, 
with typically odd vocal tics, by Jere- 


my Davies, who here resembles 
Charles Manson after a near-fatal 
hunger strike. (A scene involving 
arguments over individual food fan- 
tasies is especially enjoyable.) 

Perdition and dementia also seem 
to work wonders for Bale. Though stifi 
in early scenes, his Dengler comes to 
life in the face of death, and is even 
quite touching in later scenes of strug- 
gle and despair with Dengler’s friend 
Duane Martin, portrayed endearingly 
and with comic invention by Steve 
Zahn, The stunt of Bale’s physica! 
decline while imprisoned—he eventu- 
ally looks as emaciated as Davies—is 
finally less interesting than the shift 
we see in his psychological decline 
Even in the otherwise hokey “we! 
come back” scene that gives Rescue 
Dawn its outwardly cheerful climax, 
Bale’s inarticulateness and wild-eyed 
astonishment at his fate have an 
unnerving resonance to them. He 
could almost be Kaspar Hauser in this 
moment, unable to truly fathom the 
civilized world after his extended 
entrapment and seclusion. 

Which isn’t to say that Rescue Dawn 
earns comparisons to that earlier 
height of Herzogian grandeur, but, in 
its return to the jungle that writhed so 
hauntingly in previous Herzog adven- 
tures, it does signal what is hopefully 
a full return to form for a guy who 
really is one of the living treasures of 
international film. v 


Boyle and Garland’s Sunshine 
burns brightly before fading away 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef{@vuewsekly.com 
f there can be such a thing in 
Jrsvics as spiritual 
exploitation flicks for 
atheists, consider Sun- 
shine as a proud entry in 
that rarified tradition. This  THISISOk 
is the sort of chamber science fiction 
that appeals to our collective wonder- 
ment over the unfathomable expanse 
of the universe and the existential 
dilemma of our meager role within it. 
Director Danny Boyle has crafted the 
film so as to constantly emphasize 
this wild contrast via images of jarring 
immensity and jarring claustrophobia. 
It takes a while to get it going, and, 
sadly, it really kind of blows it at the 
end, but when it’s hot and urgent and 
on course, Sunshine makes for some 
gripping, harrowing and truly awe- 
some thinking-person’s spectacle. 
Getting the expository essentials 
quickly out of the way, Sunshine begins 
with the strangely calm voice of astro- 
naut-physicist Robert Capa (Cillian 
Murphy) dishing out the facts: our sun 
is dying, and the rather portentously 
named Icarus I] spacecraft and its 
eight-man crew endeavours to reignite 
the sun by hitting it with a bomb the 
size of Manhattan. Murphy adds that a 
previous Icarus vanished in space with- 
out completing its identical mission, a 
Curious little detail that we'll learn 
more about later in the proceedings. 
Whether or not all this is scientifi- 
cally sound I've no idea (why Murphy’s 
character is named after the famous 
war photographer is something I 
haven't quite sorted out either), but 
kudos to the film's creators and 
numerous consultants for selling it 
Superbly, Scene by scene, as the des- 
peration increases, we always seem to 
gel just enough information to grasp 
the moral complexity and logistical 
seriousness of whatever it is that’s 
going wrong with the ship, the mis- 
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sion or the negotiations and diploma- 
cy needed to keep the crew unified in 
its actions. Choices are posed between 
responsibility to individuals and to 
groups, between logic and instinct, 
between humanity and being human. 


AS WITH ONE OF Boyle and writer Alex 


Garland's previous collaborations, the 
equally apocalyptic zombie film 28 
Days Later, Sunshine succeeds surpris- 
ingly well in its unapologetic mining 
of genre precedents, minus the refer- 
ential nudges. The brooding pans, 
vacant corridors and eerie sound 
design owes much to Stanley 
Kubrick’s 200]: A Space Odyssey—but 
then every philosophical sci-fi film of 
the last four decades owes much to 
2001, even Solaris, which was made 
specifically to counter Kubrick’s emo- 
tional indifference. And Sunshine 
stands on the shoulders of Solaris, 
too, not to mention Silent Running, 
Event Horizon and trashier fare like 
Deep Impact. Sunshine incorporates 
audio-visual or narrative elements 
from all of these films as a means to 
orient us in the genre before taking 
off on what's finally very much its 
own mission. 

If only Boyle and Garland were 
more discriminate with their under- 
standing of when a mission has come 
to its end. Sunshine reaches its true 
climax a while before it’s actually 
over, and the film’s previously smart, 
fresh and economical use of effects 
both computerized and stylistic leaps 
blaringly into overdrive in this last 
section. 

1 think I can keep from spoiling too 


much by simply telling you that Sun- 
shine does have a sort of bad guy, a 
character conceived as a singular 
manifestation of mankind’s God com- 
plex and Icarian will toward self- 
destruction. But rather than let the 
bad guy be just, you know, a guy, 


Boyle and Garland render him too 


abstractly, too monstrously and just 
kind of silly. 

As with 28 Days Later—and espe- 
cially with The Beach before that—Sun- 
shine finds Boyle and Garland unable 
to resist going way over the top in the 
last act. It's a frustrating tendency 
when weighed against their consider- 
able talents and our investment in 
their stories. Still, see this movie. Sun- 
shine might flicker out, but does it ever 
burn brightly beforehand. v 
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INTRODUCING THE DWIGHTS 


NIGHTLY 9:15 PM 


earen 148 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


PART 6 - FRIDAY «TUESDAY. 7:00PM 
PART 2 - SATURDAY. WEDNESDAY 7:00PM 
PART 3 - SUNDAY 7:00PM - WEDNESDAY..9:00PM 
PART 4- MONDAY.7:00PM 


SCREENINGS CONTINUE UNTIL AUG 6 ~G0 TO METROCINEMA.ORG FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS 
SPECIAL PRICING IN EFFECT: $25 GETS YOU INTO ALL 4 PARTS 


TONIGHT {THURSDAY} AT 700M 
FAVA FRAMEWORKS 
SEG/ME/NTS 


A SCREENING Wil ROBOCOP 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel T Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates: wittr the support of: 


Conseil des Arts 


Eg Canada Council 
<> for the Arts du Canada 


HD Foundation me 


JULY 26 - AUG 1; 2007... 


Introduce yourself to Brenda Blethyn’s 
cruel, gawky loudmouth roles 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 


renda Blethyn is a 
B=: actress. For 

every joy the viewer 
may take in watching her 
brassy behaviour and gen- THIS IS OK 
erous frame bob to and fro on the 


screen, there’s an equally strong need 
to watch her suffer in some painstak- 


GARNEAU 


“A, GREAT SCI-FI 
FILM in the Alien’ 
tradition.” 

Jan Stuart, evencliayy 
“Danny Boyle’s most 
SPECTACULAR film 
to date...EVERY 
FRAME Wows.” 


SUNSHINE 


NIGHTLY 7:00 AND 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


GATED 144 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


and the 


| Teas ~~ 


ing, sacrificial manner. Her sharp 
cackle speaks the abstract language 
of a hard life lived, and somewhere 
she taps into a healthy stream of 
familiar comedy. 

Introducing the Dwights is no 
real exception, being quite a strong 
point yet an ultimate disappointment 
for the film, 

Jeanette Dwight (Blethyn) is a faded 
comedienne, working part-time as a 
short-order cook and hopping around 
from various live hotel gigs. Nonethe- 
less, she has two sons to brood over, 
Tim (Khan Chittenden), a shy and 
dreamy professional mover and Mark 
(Richard Wilson), a jovial teen with a 
crippling physical disability. 

One afternoon on the job, Tim 
meets Jill (Emma Booth), a blonde 
coquette who lays eyes on him after 
he moves her and her flirtatious 
brunette roommate into their new 
apartment. Tim finds himself keeping 
his new love interest a secret from his 
boozy mother, who keeps both sons 
on a short leash. Jill shows a great 
passion for Tim (and steals his cher- 
ry), though she nonetheless loses 
patience for his inability to choose 
between an adult relationship and 
doting on the emotional demands of 
his Oedipal family romance. 


BLETHYN HAS SCORED so many times 


previous as a gawky loudmouth, she 
waltzes through every scene in 
Dwights like she owns the place. It fol- 


1 FEILM AND 


FAVA IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE rc 


P: 780.429.1671 W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


E: INFO@FAVA.CA 


HOW PLAYING 
INTRODUCING THE 
DWIGHTS 

OURECTED BY CHERIE NOWLAN 
WAITTEN BY KEITH THOMPSON 


STARRING BRENDA BLETHYN, KHAN CHITTENDEN, 
EMMA BOOTH, RICHARD WILSON 


lows a similar path to her past bad- 
mommy roles, including the spastic 
spineless basket case in Mike Leigh's 
Secrets and Lies and the selfish 
burnout socialite in Little Voice (both of 
which earned her Oscar nominations) 

The greatest pleasure of Introducing 
the Dwights (previously known across 
the water as Clubland) is the emotional 
violence that comes about as Jeanette 
falls prey to her own irrational 
demands as an icon both on stage and 
at home. Under the blinding spotlight 
of a tacky hotel entertainment lounge 
or teetering around her living room 
with a cocktail, she provides a series of 
deeply felt winces until her final, rather 
saccharine redemption. 

By the last act, Dwights fails to 
maintain its maternal melodrama and 
resolves itself far too easily by 
indulging in a weak-willed quite-liter- 
al group hug. A nauseating wedding 
conclusion (don’t worry, that ain't 
much of a spoiler) casts a shadow o! 
unoriginality over the rest of the film, 
but at the very least includes a satis- 
fying rendition by Blethyn of Tina 
Turner's “Nutbush City Limits”. 

If anything, it’s a renter. v 


COMEDY 


VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY - ALBERTA 


th \ Le 


FILM. 


jjREVOLUCION!? Former journalist 
Paras Gervais directs this documentary 
about divisive Venezuelan president Hugo 
Chavez. Though he has the support of 
Venezuela's poor masses, the enigmatic 
Chavez seemingly can’t help but draw the 
ire of the rich and powerful, both inside 
his country and out. Read Brian Gibson's 
review on page 22. METRO CINEMA ZIEDLER HALL: 
FAL JUL 27, TUE, JUL) (9:30 PM); SAT, JUL 26 - MON JUL 
30 (9PM) 


DARLING LILY The Edmonton Film Soci- 

ety's Noteworthy Musicals summer pro- 
gram continues with this 1969 film from 
director Blake Edwards (The Pink Pan- 
then. Rock Hudson stars as WWI spy who 
falls in love with Julie Andrews, all set to 
Harry Mancini’s evocative score. ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, MON, JUL 30(8 PM) 


RESCUE DAWN Werner Herzog returns 
with a fictionalized version of his 1997 
documentary Little Dieter Needs to Fly. 
Christian Bale stars as a US fighter pilot 
shot down over Laos during the Vietnam 
war, who then bonds with fellow service- 
men as they suffer through the hell of a 
POW camp. Read Josef Braun’s review on 
page 22. 


SEG/ME/NTS FAVA's Frameworks series 
continues with this film, made up of three 
interconnected shorts by directors David 
Bates, Adam Smith and Jon Baptiste. Fol- 
low the lives of a cat burglar, six poisoned 
strangers and a detective with premoni- 
tions of future crimes. Screened with Paul 
Verhoeven's RoboCop. METRO CINEMA, ZIEDLER 
HALL; THU, JUL 26 (7 PM) 


SUNSHINE Director Danny Boyle and 
screenwriter Alex Garland (28 Days Later, 
The Beach) return with another apocalyp- 
tie sci-fi tale for thinking folk. Cillian Mur- 
phy stars as a physicist on a spaceship 
with a mission to reignite the sun using a 
bomb the size of Manhattan. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 23. 


WAR AND PEACE Leo Tolstoy's epic novel 
about life in Russia during the Napoleonic 
Wars gets the full treatment in director, 
writer and star Sergei Bondarchuk's 
seven-hour epic, split into four parts here. 
This space is a little too small to provide 
any more synopsis, but you can read Car- 
olyn Nikodym’'s review on page 21 (you 
probably owe it to her; it took seven 
hours to watch). METRO CINEMA, ZIEDLEA HALL 
PART FAL JUL 27 & TUE JUL 31 (7 PM); THU, AUE 2(9 
PM); SUN AUG 5 (2 (2PM) 
PART 2: SAT, JUL 28, WED, AUG T & SAT, AUG 4 (7 PM); 
SUN, AUG 5 (4:30 PM) 
a PM); WED, AUG 1 (9 PM); SUN, AUG § 
He MON, JUL 0 & THU AUG 2 (7 PM); SUN, AUG 5 & 
MOM AUG 6 (0:30 PM) 


FRI, JULY 26-THU, AUG 2, 2007 


All showtimes are subject to 
change at any time. Please 
contact theatre to confirm. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
HAIRSPRAY 

(PG) Fri-Sun 1:30, 6:50, 9:15 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 

(PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for youn: children) Fri- 
Sun 1:30, 6:30 and 9:15 


Pe MOVIES 12 | 
130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
MR. BROOKS 


B58. Violence) Daily 1:15, 4:05 
55 ee 45; Fri Sat late night show 


EVENING 

(PG coarse language) Daily 1:35 
4:10 7:10 9:45; Fri Sat late night 
show 12:00 


HOT Fuzz 
(14A Gory scenes coarse lan- 


juage) Daily 1:30 4:30 7:10 9:45; 
Fr Sf Boni show 12:10 


(es, Gory scenes) Daily 9:50; Fri 
tt late: mont show 12:05 


ARE WE DONE YET 
(G) Daily 2:05 4:45 7:25 
NANCY DREW 


Aes eee e700 8:10; Fri 
t late night show 11:35 


MEET THE ROBINSONS 
jPalvals 55 4:15 7:00 9:20; Fri 
it late night show 11:25 


WILD HOGS 

(PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young chic) Daily 
1:40 4:25 7:20 9:55; Fri Sat late 

fee tat show 12:20 


LATER 
oe Gory scenes) Daily 1:45 4:20 
40 9:40; Fri Sat late night show 


BLADES OF GLORY 

(PG, crude content not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 
1:50 4:50 7:30 10:00; Fri Sat late 
night show 11:50 


DISTURBIA 
fe Daily 1:25 7:05 


THIRTEEN 
(FG) Daty 1:20 4:00 6:50 9:35 Fri 
at late night show 12:05 


SHREK THE THIRD 
(PG) 1:45 4:35 7:15 9:25 Fri Sat 
late night show 11:40 


SPIDER-MAN 3 

(PG Frightening scenes, not recommend- 
ed for young children) 12:50 3:40 6:45 
9:50 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 
a) Fri-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 


HAIRSPRAY 
(PG, no cae Fri-Thu 1:10, 
4:10, 7:10, 1 


TRANSFORMERS 
EG Violence, not recommended 
for young chien) Fri-Thu 12:00, 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 

(PG, mrgitening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for yong children, no 
passes) Fri-Thu 12:15, 3:20, 6:35, 
9:45 


RATATOUILLE 
(G) Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 3:30, 7:15, 
10:05 Wed 12:30, 3:30, 10:05 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 

er wicienice) Fri-Mon, Wed 
12:20, 3:15, 6:40, 9:30; Tue 

5, 10:00; Thu 12:20, 


12:20, 3:1 
3:15, 9:45 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 


ealne, no passes Fri-Thu 12:10, 
240, 7:00, 9:20 


1 KNOW WHO KILLED Mi 
rare Fri-Thu 12:40, 3: 40, 7:25, 


(re) Fret 1 "12:30, 3:50, 6:30, 


CLAREVIEW 10 


= 


FILM LISTINGS § “ih : fe 


—~ Lae 


1 KNOW WHO KILLED 
pea) Fri-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 


NO RESERVATIONS 
ro) Fri-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 7:40, 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
ae) ao Paes Fri-Thu 12:00, 

1 0, 7:00, 9:10 
HAIRSPRAY 
(PG, no Fri-Sun 12:40, 
1:10, 3:10, 4:00, 6:50, 7:20, 9:30 
TRANSFORMERS 
GSE Violence, Not recommended 
Saye SIE) Fri-Thu 12:30, 
:50, 6:40, 9:40 


RATATOUILLE 

(G) Fri-Thu 12:10, 3:00, 7:05, 9:35 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, Not rec- 


ommended for youn: children) Fri- 
Thu 12:20, 3:20, 630, 9:20 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 

(14A, Violence) Fri-Thu 9:55 

| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 

(14A) Fri-Thu 12:50, 3:30, 7:30, 
10:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
Po) no passes Fri-Thu 12:00, 
30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:05 
NO RESERVATIONS 
¢S) Fri-Thu 12:05, 3:15, 6:45, 


| KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
tea 12:35, 2:50, 7:20, 


HAIRSPRAY 
(PG, no passes) Fri-Thu 12:50, 
3:40, 6:50, 9:40 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK AND LARRY 


ae no pees Fri-Thu 11:50, 
10, 6:35, 9: 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, Not rec- 
ommended for young children, no 
Passes) Fri-Thu 11:45, 12:15, 3:00, 
3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 9:50, 10:15 


TRANSFORMERS 

(PG, Violence, Not recommended 

eRyone children) Fri-Thu 11:40, 
x 255, 10:00 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(en Violence) Fri-Thu 11:55, 
:55, 6:25, 9:55 


RATATOUILLE 
(G) Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:55, 7:05, 9:45 


Po GARNEAU 
8712-109 St, 493-0728 


SUNSHINE 
(14A) 7:00 9:10 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calaary Trail, 436-6977 


LICENSE TO WED 

lings Coarse sanauene) Fri, Mon- 
u_ 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 4:50, 

4:05, 7: 05, 9:20 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 

SILVER pe ciral 

PG, Frightening scenes) Fri, Mon- 
u 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:30, 

3:40, 7:20, 9:50 


SICKO 
G) Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat- 
un 1:10, 3:55, 6:45, 9:25 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END 

PG, Violence, not recommended 
lor young children, Digital) Fri, 
Mon-Thu 8:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:25, 
8:30 


RESCUE DAWN 
414A) Fri,Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40; Sat- 
un 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40 


1408 : 
ibe sen scenes) Fri-Thu 
10,9: 


EVAN ALMIG! 
(G) au rae hu 6:35; Sat-Sun 
1 eae , 6:35 


lon-Thu 6:30, 


Subtt Fri, M 
coer sm 390, 890, 848 


Sat-Sun 3:30, 6: 


(PG, Sexual content, mature 
themes) Fri-Thu 9:45 


SURF'S UP 
(G) Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:15 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


(LISTINGS FOR JULY 26 ONLY) 


RATATOUILLE 
omy 12:40, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 


TRANSFORMERS 
igs no passes) Daily 3:45, 6:30, 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 


(PG, no asses) Daily 1:00, 1:25, 
a 15 7: “60,9: 7 

I KNOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 

(14A, no passes) Dally 12:45, 2:55, 
5:05, 7:20, 9:40 


Cae yD: Ba 
, NO aily 12:35 2:45 
4:58 710 925 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 
(14A) Daily 1:10, 3:35, 7:00, 9:25 


HAIRSPRAY 

(PG) Daily 1:00 3:30, 7:05, 9:30 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Daily 1:10, 3:15, 7:10, 9:15 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 

(PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 
Dally 12:55, 3:40, 6:55, 9:40 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


oe ae oe 


rel emu 6:50 9:05; Sat, Sun, 
ues, Thu 2:00 
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 

14A) Fri-Thu 6:55 9:10; Sat, Sun, 
ues, Thu 2:05 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Fri-Thu 7:00 9:00; Sat, Sun, 

es, Thu 2:10 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 


OF THE PHOENIX 

(PG, edad fo gour scenes, not rec- 

ommended for hice) Fri- 
ues, Th 


Thu 7:30; Sat, 
1:55 


TRANSFORMERS 

PG, Violence, not recommended 
lor young children) Fri-Thu 7:30; 
Sat, Sun, Tues, Thu 1:50 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 
PG, Violence, not recommended 


lor young children) Daily 7:30; Sat- 
Sun, Tue, Thu 2:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
WAR AND PEACE 
(G) Daily 7:00 


REVOLUCION I? 
fea) Fri Tue 9:30; Sat-Mon 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2223 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) no passes Fri-Thu 11:45, 


12:40, 2:00, 3:00, 4:20, 5:30, 
6:50, 8:00, 9:00, 10:30 


NO RESERVATIONS 
ey 1:20, 3:50, 7:20, 
10: 


1 KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
a Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:50, 8:10, 
10:41 


RESCUE DAWN 
etal Fri-Thu 12:20, 3:30, 7:15, 


bea POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 


3 
ag 
a3 
g 
$ 
sue! 
road 
33 


= Fav 


Strollers screening Tue 1:00 

1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 

AND LARRY 

(14A, no passes) Fri-Thu 2:10, 

5:00, 7:50, 10:45 

TRANSFORMERS 

(PG, Violence, Not recommended 

for eRe children) Fi-Thu 12:30, 
5, 6:40, 7:10, 9:50, 10:25 


LICENSE TO WED 
Be aes language) Fri-Thu 


RATATOUILLE 
(G) Frni-Thu 1;10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A, Violence) Fri-Wed1:30, 4:30, 
735, 10:20; Thu 1:30, 4:30, 10:20 


HAIRSPRAY 
(PG, no ses) Fri-Thu 12:50, 
ies 0, 4:40, 6:45, 7:40, 9:30, 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
YOU KILL ME 
ee coarse language) Daily 7:00 
00; Sat-Sun 2:00 
BLACK BOOK 
f ee nudity, violence) Sat-Sun 


LA VIE EN ROSE 
(PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Daily 6:50 


INTRODUCING THE DWIGHTS 
(14A) Daily 9:15 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 


AND LARRY 
, Digital) Fri-Thu 


(14A, no 
1:10, 4:10, 7:15, 10:20 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) no passes, cigttal Fri-Thu 
12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) no passes, digital, RWC/DVS 
ri-Thu 12:40, 3:10, 5:40, 8:10, 
10:40 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for ete children, no 
passes, Digital) Fri-Thu 12:30, 

1:30, 4:00, 5:00, 7:30, 9:20, 10:30 


TRANSFORMERS 

PG, Violence, Not recommended 
for you | children, Bera Fri-Tue, 

Thu 12:20, 1:20, 3:20, 4:40, 6:45, 

7:45, 1 , 10:45; Wed 12:20, 

1:20, 3:20, 4:40, 7:45, 10:15, 

10:45 

HAIRSPRAY 

(PG, no passes, Digital Fri- 

Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; 

Wed 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 

THE PHOENIX: IMAX 3D 

(PG, Frightening scenes, not rec- 

ommended for tran children, no 


passes, Digital, Imax) Fri-Thu 
12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00 


FATOUILLE 
G Dita Fri-Thu 12:25, 3:40, 


LICENSE TO WED 
(PG, Coarse lan pen Digital) Fri- 
Wed 12:15, 2:50, 6:40, 9:30; Thu 
12:15, 2:50, 9:30 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A) (violence) digital Fri-Thu 
1:00, 4:15, 7:50, 10:45 


1 KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
(18A) digital Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:30, 
7:20, 16:30 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

Nee no passes Fri-Thu 11:50, 
2:15, 3:15, 4:40, 5:40, 

10, 9:40, 10:40 


NO RESERVATIONS 

(PG) Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:10, 
3:25, 6:40, 9:15; Tue 3:25, 6:40, 
9:15; Stars and Strollers screening 
Tue1:00 


1 KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
ee 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 


SUNSHINE 
(14A) Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:35, 
10:15 


HAIRSPRAY 


Zall ©. 


(PG, no passes) Aa ee 
1:50, 3:40, 4:50, 6:50, 7:40, 9:5) 
10:20 


| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 

(144, no passes) Fri-Thu 1:10 
2:10, 4:15, 5:15, 7:20, 8:00, 
10:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, n 
ommended for young ch 
passes) Fri-Thu 12:00, 1 
4:30, 6:45, 7:45, 10:00, 


He hea 

ee G, Violence, not recommen ded 
or young children) Fri-Thu 11 
12:45, 3:00, 4:00. 6:30, 7:30. 
9:45, 10:30 


RATATOUILLE 

(G) Fri-Thu 12:20, 3:20, 7:00, 9:30 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 

(14A Vi el Fri-We¢ 5) 
3:45, 7 10:10; Thu 12:30, 
3:45, 10:10 


KNOCKED UP 

(18A, Sexual content) Fri-Tue 1:20 
4:10, 7:25, 10:25; Wed 1:20, 
10:25; Thu 7:20, 4:10, 10:25 


8882-170 St. 444-1829 


SHREK THE THIRD 

(PG) Fri 5:15, 7:30, 9:45; S. 
12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:4: 
Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:45 


SPIDER-MAN 3 

(PG) (frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Fri, 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00 | 


EVENING 

(PG) (course language} Fri, Mon- 
hu 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1 

3:20, 6:30, 9:26 


MEET THE ROBINSONS 

(G) Fri 4:30, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
6:45, 9:00 


DISTURBIA 

(14A) Fri 4:30, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
6:45, 9:00 


28 WEEKS LATER 

(18A, Gory scenes) Fri 4:40, 7:2 
9:50; Sat-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 7:25, 
9:50; Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:50 


BLADES OF GLORY 

(PG, Crude content, violence, not 
recommended bung children) 
Fri 5:05 Sat-Sun 


a 


12:50, 


2:4 205, 7:10, 9:19 Mon- 
Thu 7:10, 9:10 
WILD HOGS 
(PG, Coarse lanquage, violence, 


not recommended 
dren) Fri 5:10, 7:20, S 
12:35, 2:50, 5:10, 7:20 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:30 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave. Groat Rad, 455-8726 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) no passes Fri-Sun 12:00, 
2:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:15; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 7:00, 9:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Fri- 
Sun 12:45, 3 50, 6:45, 9:45; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 6:45, 9:45 


TRANSFORMERS 

eS Violence, not recommended 
lor young children) Fri-Sun 12:15, 
3:25, 6:20, 9:30; Mon-Thu 3:25, 
6:30, 9:30 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 

(14A) Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:35, 7:10, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 3:35, 7:10, 9:40 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
{1) 780-352-3922 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY & 
(144) Daily 1:10, 3:35, 7:00, 9:25 


HAIRSPRAY 
(PG) Daily 1:00 3:30, 7:05, 9:30 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE a 
(PG) Daily 1:10, 3:15, 7:10, 9:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
PG tight = not rec- 
ening scenes, 
ommended for young children) 
Daily 12:55, 3:40, 6:55, 9:40 


a 
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The James T Kirks beam back down to Edmonton 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
very town has a long history of 
Fe calling it quits for vari- 
ous reasons, and Edmonton is 
no different, from the smalls to the 
Subatomics to those kids that used to 
rehearse in the garage down the 
street from you. Sometimes a breakup 
is a result of violent disagreements 
and in-fighting, but other times it’s 
simply because someone moves away 
to another city. That could very well 
have been the case with the James T 
Kirks when bassist Rob Wright left 
Edmonton for life in Vancouver, but it 
was not to be. 


SAT, JUL 28(8 PM) 


Lt 
> | THE JAMES T KIRKS 

coe | WITHTHEBLAMEATS, 0B BUXTON 

cH | TEDDY'S $10 

After weathering line-up changes, a 
break-up and finally a reunion and 
retumn to form, the band wasn’t about 
to let a little thing like 1200 km get in 
the way of the fun. So, for the past 
year and a half the trio of bassist Rob, 
brother/guitarist Ted Wright and 
drummer Silas Grenis has been fan- 

ning the flames of a long-distance 
relationship, and it's working out just 
fine. 

“It's a lot like when Rob was living 
here—I just see him less—‘cause we 
‘practice about as much,” Ted laughs 
in between bites of a peanut butter 
and jam sandwich. “It’s a little easier 


to get sidetracked as far as writing 
music and stuff goes—as far as 
pressing the issues, it’s a little bit 
easier to let stuff fall by the wayside. 
But we [can] go out there—it’s only 
like a 13-hour drive, so big deal, 
that’s nothing. When you've done it 
before to play one 45-minute set as 


PREVUE / THU, AUG 2 (8 P! 


/ LEFT SPINE DOWN / WITH SEBASTIAN KOMOR, 


PERILOUS SEAS / NEW CITY, $10 With a vocalist who (according to his bio) doubles 
on chaos theory—the chaotically monikered KAINE D3L4Y—and a couple of members 
from Canadian industrial stalwarts Front Line Assembly (Jeremy Inke! on synths and 
programming and Jared Slingerland on guns (yes, guns) and guitar) along with Denyss 
McKnight of Vancouver punks the Black Halos on bass, you can be sure that Left 
Spine Down isn’t going to be bringing along anything remotely related to easy listen- 
* Ing, or even any sort of listening that might go down easy, when the band arrives in E- 
Town for a gig at New City. No, Left Spine Down is going to make you think whether 
you want to or not, so you might as well get used to it. The good news is that all that 
musical mayhem that will be swirling around you is also full of ridiculously addictive 
punkified grooves that'll suck you right in. Seriously. And the band will no doubt be 
bringing along some copies of its first recording, the recently released Smartbomb EP. 


—EDEM MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


opposed to four of them, it’s not 
such a big deal to drive out to shows 
anymore. 

"| really miss Rob, but I see him 
often enough that it’s still cool,” he 
adds. “And me and Silas see each 
other and we hang out, so it’s not as 
difficult as you might think, especially 


for the amount that we play.” 


WHILE IT’S BEEN a while since the 
Kirks played here in Edmonton, the 
trio was out west for a mini-tour just 
a few months ago, and the band is 
planning another one in August. That 
sort of mileage can work a band’s 


vehicle to the limits, but that’s not so 
much of a concern for the Kirks 
When other groups roll into town with 
car trouble, it’s quite often Ted whc 
steps in to save the day while working 
his regular job as a mechanic down- 
town at Central Tire, and those skills 
serve him well whenever his own 
group takes to the road. 

“Knock on wood, both of our vans 
have been completely awesome, but | 
always do lots of preventative mainte- 
nance, too, so I’m always on top o/ 
stuff,” he admits. “But we've never 
ever had a breakdown. We've had the 
odd dead battery—we had a TV in the 
old van and I left the power inverte; 
on or something, so we had a dead 
battery—but nothing bad has eve: 
happened, so we're pretty lucky. 

“Although, we did have a wheel fall 
off one time,” he continues after a 
moment of thought. “That was pretty 
unlucky. That was coming home from 
some tour we did out to Winnipeg 
We'd just bought a new van and the 
wheel fell off. [Rob and 1] were in [Les 
Tabernacles] still. Good times.” 

So, no serious injuries during the 
incident? 

“A few broken hearts, a few spotty 
livers,” he laughs. “That’s it.” 


THE LAST TIME THAT Ted talked to vue, 
he said that the Kirks had an album 
on the way. The projected release 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


A Haunting Curse lingers around 
New Orleans’s battered Goatwhore 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

‘ve always been a firm believer 
Je parents should be deeply 

offended by the music their kids 
are listening to. When the Lindy Hop 
hit it big, do you think parents were 
happy that their kids stayed out all 
night in Harlem dance clubs? And 
when the hippies freaked out at 


SAT, JUL28 (1PM) 
GOA 


WITH GWAR, SHADOWS FALL, CHIMAIRA, EVERY 
TIME! DIEAND MORE 
i CONFERENCE CENTRE, $37.50 -42.50 (ALL 


od 
—> 
co 
cc 
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Woodstock, do you think many par- 
ents bought them the bus tickets so 
they could get there? 

And so it is with Louisiana's 
Goatwhore, whose very name 
ought to turn your parents off. (And 
thank goodness, because I’m getting 


a little tired of hanging out with your ground tour, which will be rolling 


recently divorced mom.) 


Anyway, the band is touring with 
this year’s Sounds of the Under- 


through town ferociously, ready to 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PASE 
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THE JAMES T KIRKS 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


never materialized, but the album 
itself does exist. And, though the band 
certainly wants to get it out there, the 
guys just don’t feel a whole lot of 
pressure to force their hand. 

»The album is actually completed— 
i's been completed for about a year— 
and as with all things, since we've 
been around for about 13 years, why 


GOATWHORE 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


rock your socks off while flipping 
devil horns and doing head twirls. 
Unlike many of the bands on the tour, 
Goatwhore will be traveling in a reg- 
ular old van, though bassist Nathan 
Bergeron admits they do enjoy the 
buses, even if they'll probably never 
buy one. 

“We're in a van with not very many 
luxuries and you have all these bands 
around us with buses and RVs and free 
flowing liquor, so we definitely frater- 
nize with the bands and musicians 
around us and make new friends,” he 
says. “We stay in a van because it 
keeps our overhead low and we can 
spend more time concentrating on 
music and less on financial stress.” 


GOATWHORE CALLS New orleans 


home, but had to flee that city during 
Hurricafie Katrina while the band was 
halfway through writing its latest 
album, A Haunting Curse. And though 
strange events seem to follow the 
band around—its singer was badly 
hurt in an automobile accident prior 
to recording their previous album— 
the band takes it in stride. 

“| don’t consider it bad luck, it’s just 
events we have to deal with,” says 
Bergeron. “If anything they reinforce 
our wanting, because if we weren't 
hungry for this then the opportunities 
would dissipate and we would be 
unable to perpetuate our craft. It 
makes us stronger.” W 


FREECLOUD 
peas Te REBELS 


rush it now?,” Ted laughs, adding that 
the band still has to get the artwork 
finished. “The recording was actually 
the easiest part—all the hard parts 
come after, but whatever. Hopefully 
we're going to try and get it out by 
Fall—I don’t want to say when and 
where, because that’s the curse right 
there.” 

Another part of the reason why the 
guys have been able to keep the Kirks 
alive over a couple of provinces and a 
more or less recording-free—there 


ine 
records WI 


INCLUDES 


have been some live bootlegs in the 
past—decade-plus career has been 
the fact that, although the Kirks is a 
full-time gig when it’s happening, the 
players all have other gigs that keep 
them busy when it’s not. 

“{Rob’s] playing in a band with 
some guys from Winnipeg,” Ted 
notes. “And then I've been playing in 
the Get Down and Silas has been 
playing with Manraygun, so we've all 
got our various projects.” 

Ted has also found that his day 


job is good for the Get Down even 
when the band is not touring—the 
band’s rehearsal spot just happens 
to be in Central Tire’s tire ware- 
house. One might wonder exactly 
what it’s like to practice in an indus- 
trial space surrounded by rubber just 
waiting to be burned, and Ted is 
quick to answer. 

“I'd say it’s tire-ing, rather than 
inspiring,” he deadpans, before rolling 
right into his drum imitation, “Ba- 
bom-cha.” v 
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Check out our Website 
for class times and 
upcoming retreats and 
workshops! 
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Hatha fyengar Ashtanga 
12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 
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WE ARE GIVING AWAY 5 PAIRS OF TICKETS PLUS 
5 SOUNDS OF THE UNDERGROUND CD/DVD SETS 


TO ENTER TO WIN, TELL US WHAT BAND HAS PLAYED EVERY YEAR ON 
THE SOUNDS OF THE UNDERGROUND TOUR? SEND YOUR ANSWER 10 
SOUNDS @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


OCYDUR FREE LISTINGS TD 426.2869 
‘OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT 
‘USTINGS@" 


VUEWERKLCOM 
(DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 Pt 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stags: 9pm 
BLACKSPOT CAFE Starcraft LAN Party 


BLIND PIG Moosehead Thursday New 
‘Age open stage hosted by West of 
Winnipeg 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Dana Wylie Band, 
donations: 


CASTLE ROCK PUB Moosehead 
Freeway Jam: Hosted by Mark Ammar, 
Noel Mackenzie. and Dale Collins; 


830pm-tem 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 
DAUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wyntters every Tue; Spm 


DUSTER"S PUB Thursdays open stage: 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Music trivia with Colin 
and Ed from Almost Famous 


ED FEST-CAPITAL EX Great Big Sea, 
Jeremy Fisher; 8:30pm: free with gate 
‘admission 


FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover, Bam 

HULBERTS Kevin Smith (folk), 8pm, $10 

‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Queling Pianos. 

no cover; Bam 

JARS POR Tharxiry open jam; 7- 
pm 


SAND R BAR AND GRILL Open stoge 
with the Poster Boys (pop/rock/blues), 
8:30 pm-1230am 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR-CHATEAU 
LOUIS Greham Lawrence (jazz) 


NEW CITY 6 Pak Jacket, Smokin 45's 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by Wild 
Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


NORTHLANDS The Doodlebops. Shane 
Yellowbird 


RIVER CREE CASINO Loverboy, 8pm 


STARLITE ROOM Headliner, Six Pack 
Jacket. The Smokin 45s, Bpm. 18+, $10 at 
the door 


‘TELUS STAGE-CAPITAL EX The 
Official Biues Brothers Revival. 4pm and 
Bp free with gate admission 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE The 
Cranston Foundation 


WILD WEST SALOON Appaloasa, 7pm 
WONDERBAR Tippy Azogo jam session: 
3:30pm. $5 

ZEMARTS Terry Jorden, piano, 7-9 pm 


DJS 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Benny Benassi; 
Bpm; tickets available at TicketMaster 


DOWNTOWN PARTY TENT Tommy 
Lee DJ set. Tent opens at 6pm and 
shaw at Spm. Tickets available at 
TicketMaster, o by phone at 685.5563 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip hop, 
lounge, electro with DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays: 
Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight. OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich Thursday. 
top 40, country 


FILTHY MeHASTY'S Punk Rock Bingo 
with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Lovo ‘80s Thursdays: Spm 
(door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo Thursdays: 
hosted by Dexter Nabula and Anarchy 
Adam; no minors; no cover 


OW THE ROCKS Salsaholic Thursdays 
Dance lessons at 8pm; Salsa DJ to fol- 
low 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
SOUTH Retro to New. classic rock, 
A&B, urban and dance with DJ Mikee; 
‘Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBEAT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, hip 
hop with DJ Kelty 


‘THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring host- 
‘ess Dr. Lexwad Tronic, Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating gamo 
shows, bands upstairs monthly 


‘STANDARD DJ Danny Howalls (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treshouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET. NAMLS 
WLCM: DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out: Spm {doork: $7 cover 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, funky 
tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with OUs and 
Pane Intemational special guest 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin on 
the main floor and on the Wooftop 
BOOTS Retro isco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous) DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
Tineup. na cover before 10pm 


PREVUE / THIS WEEKEND / YOU / GETTING THE HELL 
OUTTA TOWN, $7 (ALL AGES) Why not eh? It's coming up 
to August, so you might as well do it now. 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights: 
Loma Lampman 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Subtitle, Joe Dub, 
Sideroad Records Emcees 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Marie Josee Houle, 
donations 

THE CARROT Nick Perreault 

CASINO EDMONTON Jo Hikk 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD The Supremes 
{uibute show) 


EDDIE SHORTS Mister Lucky. 10pm-2am 
FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover, 9pm, $5 
FRESH START Lisa Heinsichs, 5:30-8pm 
HILLTOP PUB Slowbum (blues and 
roots), 9:30 pm-1:30am 

HULBERT'S Dan Davis Trio (Jazz) pm 


THE IVORY CLUBLive Dueling Pianos, 
no cover, 8 pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band, 9- 
2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE June Mann Quanst 
(jazz) $7 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{Classic rock) 9:30pm 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR-CHATEAU 
LOUIS Dennis Begoray (jazz) 


NORTHLANDS The Doodlebops 
OM THE ROCKS Ozzy Ozmunds 


‘SASQUATCH FESTIVAL 087, Easylord, 
Atta, 
wvew.brassmonkeyproductions.com/sas 
q/sasqmain him!, $40/$50 at the gate 


SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER 
UNITED CHURCH Jennifer Berezan, 
‘Tpm, $15 advance (at Greenwood'’s 
Bookstore), $20 at door, $5 for children 


‘STARLITE ROOM Aaygun Cowboys 
DVD Shoot and Tour Kickolf, Pete 
Turland and quests, 18+ $12 at the door 


TELUS STAGE-CAPITAL EX The 
Official Blues Brothers Revival, 4pm and 
Bom; free with gate admission 


TOUCH OF CLASS 
LOUNGE-CHATEAU LOUIS Barry Protz 
(pop/rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE OM WHYTE 
Crush 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Byatt 
Dennen with quest. Doors 8:00pm/show 
8:30pm, $15 


WILD WEST SALOON Appaloosa, 7pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare '60s and 
"70s progressive rock. disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joal Reboh 


DOWNTOWN PARTY TENT After 
Work Round 2. Tent opens at 3pm; fea- 
turing retro beats; for free passes call 
780-686-5563; Later in evening: 
Connected Fridays with Nestor Delano. 
‘and Luke Morrison. 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; Bpm 
(door) 


FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 


FLUID LOUNGE Steve Aoki 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tacks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new wave, 
Brit pop, and “60s soul with DJ Blue 
Jay, DJ Travy 0; no cover bafore 10pm; 
$5 (after 10pm) 


MHZ A-Flock and Hatchmatik with Merk 
Many and DJ Echo featuring Bailefunk, 
Electro, Booty, Ghettotech. Bmore, Juke 
and all other serious party jams, Spm 
(door); $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive end elec- 
tro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
Ds Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit and 
‘guests; no minors; 9pm (door); $5 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request Dance 
Party; with DJ Jazzy with rotating 
shows every week; $4 (memberl/$6 
{nor-member) 

ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
Merengue-Bachata-House-Reggeston- 
Urban-Old Schoo! with DJ Spice 

BUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday resi- 
dent DJ Luke Morrison 


request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight 

‘STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

‘STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Fleshback: 
house/hard with Johnny Dangerous, 
Andy Inertia, quests: 1-7am 

‘URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays. 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATE PARK Metal show 
featuring seven bands, 7pm, $10 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ Foxi 
Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose Jose; free 
danca classes 8:30-10pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: 4-6 pm: no cover acoustic every 
Saturday eftemoon; Brent Randall and 
his Pinecones 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HALL 
Nine artists in an evening of music, 
Words and art. 7pm, doors at 8, $12 
advance at Myhre’s music and Blackbyrd 
Myoozik/$15 at door 


CASINO EDMONTON Jo Hikk 
(pop/rock) 


(CASINO YELLOWHEAD The Supremes 
{tribute show) 


(CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT Saturday 
Showcase open stage: hosted by 
Carmen Cook, Simon Bennett and the 
Castle Rockers; 3-9pm 


DAUD (JASPER AVE) Open stage. all 
ages; 2-6 pm 


ED FEST-CAPITAL EX Tokyo Police 
Club, You Say Party) We Say Dial; 6pm; 
free with gate admission 


EDDIE SHORTS Drunk by Noon with 
guests Anamnesis Spm, no cover, no 
minors 


FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover, 9 p.m. $5 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat top 
rap groups; Spm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB The Benders and 
Cockatoo. No Cover. 


HILLTOP PUB Slowhum (blues and 
foots), $30 pm-1:30am 


HULBERT'S Dan Davis Trio (Jazz) 8pm, 


PREVUE / THU, AUG 2 (8 PM) / THE JOHNSONS / FILTHY 


MCNASTY'S, $5 Insert “Johnson” joke here. 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rocksndroll/punkrock/abitofevarthing/in 
dy with Os Jebus and Anarchy Adem 
{trom CJSA’s Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AMD TAPROOM 
SOUTH Revo to Naw: classic rock. 
ABB, urban and dance with DJ Mikes; 
Spm-2am: no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday; Indi rock 
sand Brit pop with DJ Readymade Fiyboy 


$10 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling pinnos, 
no caver, Spm. 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 3- 
7:30pm; country/rock band Spm-2am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Bruce and Lori 
Mohacsy (azz), $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(Classic rock) 9:30pm. 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


JUUAN'S PIANO BAR-CHATEAY) 
LOURS Petro Polujin (classical guitar) 


O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and Soon 
Peters; 3pm no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Love Junk 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD pus 
Open stage: Hosted by Jenny Joy ever, 
Saturday'9pm 

PUB Acantha, Tugn. 
and Sliver 
REXALL PLACE John Fogerty, Jim 
Cuddy Band, Doors 6:30pm/show 
7:30pm, Tickets $89.50/$45 50 


RIVER CREE CASINO Don Mele 
8pm 

SASQUATCH FESTIVAL 097, E25); 
Alta, = 


www. brassmonkeyproductions com/ 
‘Q/sasqmain html, $40/$50 at the 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE 
of the Underground, featuring cw 
‘and Shadows Fall, 1pm 


STARLITE ROOM My Sister Ocean co 
felease, Chunk, Screwtape Lewis 
TELUS STAGE-CAPITAL EX 1): 
Official Blues Brothers Revival, 4pm and 
‘8pm; free with gate admission 
TOUCH OF CLASS 
LOUNGE-CHATEAU LOUIS B31 | 
(pop/rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WiyTE 
Crush 


WILD WEST SALOON Appaloos9 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR <;\ 
Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs 00 » 
levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for m 
free pool and toumey, DJ Aro 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven Saturday 
Funky hotise and break beatz with Qu! 
T-Bass, Femme Funk and local/interr 
tional guests presented by New 
Entertainment: no minors; Spm: 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘80: and 
"70s progressive rock, disco, and vle 
‘tronic Indie with Joe! Reboh 


DOWNTOWN PARTY TENT Lexus | 
350 Launch Party, Tant opens at 6 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and DJ Kw 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GINGUR Sou! Out Saturdays 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: [ 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE Heave 


and Hell Saturdays: with OJ Naz: 
Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Ths Lege 
Continues... Saturday Sucks: w 
Nik Rlofeelya and Blue Jay (Mo 
$5 


mn 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis an 
Donjvan 

PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks ele 
house spun by Pl residents 

RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop, ro 
indie rock, with S Master F Loopin’ th 
ad 

THE ROOST Saturdays—Alv 
New Yoars Eva: with OJ Da 


downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New Mv 
Upstairs; $4 (member)/$5 (non-member) 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle 
Skating Disco: Top 40 reque: 
mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm and 
12 midnight 

‘STOLU'S ON WHYTE Top 49, RAE 
house with People’s DJ 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthe 
hard NRG/trance/funky with Jett H 
DTDA, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek; | 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ anc \ 
Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Brad Copeland. \v'= 
Morrison, Donovan (main room). 
Kristoff, Bryan Doyle (basement: Hect° 
(one NN oleae Mix Matt’A (upper): $18 (¢ 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got [0 
It Up: Main Floor: Funk, soul, Motow" 
disco with OJ Red Dawn 


BLACKSPOT CAFE The Panic 
(Vancouver) with The Big Bad 


CAOWN AND ANCHOR PUB Jo 
every Sunday; 7pm 


DUSTERS PUB Sundays open st30° 


MUSIC 


posted Mary Thomas Band 

by a FESTIVAL PLACE Marty Sittanen (Celt 
a Sunday open folk-country), Bobby Caine (jazz. 70pm. 
JAMIMERS PUB Sunday open bes Wetreays tested Rese Pl 
‘am 48pm Kenny 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Gurdas Maan LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Opon Mic 
Ben 

METRO CLUS AND BILUARDS The 
EWEASTLE PUB Lire am hte by Metro World Boat Band with Enrique 
Wily and Dsve every Sun; 2:30pm OBYRNES Chris Winters and quest 
OBYANE’S Joe Bird’ Irie Jam: Open 8.30pm no cover 
stage forall; 30pm: no cover PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays Acoustic Bl Jam Prosented by the www. BANLOU 
hosted by rea of Captain Northern Hien Cie Mone Soaety — GENET 
Tractor (8-11 pm) every Wednesday evening 1 
AIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The hed REXALL PLACE Hillary Duff with, 1 i) 5 44 =] 2_AV i= . 
‘Anns (jazzy A&B) every Sunday. 7-11pm) es Ke eles 7:20 pm. 
jickets y and $37.50 

ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage featur = 
ing the Digs/Mike McDonald alternate einiuek wiariaia nent F aa 4 > (= (=) 9 
weeks, $12 Wednesday Night Live: Open stage for 


ROOM-CHATEAU LOUIS Potro Polujin 


FESTIVAL 007, Easyfod, : ‘ Tors 
— ato AGES) Lets hope these guys don’t become martyrs until after the show. Esta 
prassmonkeypraductions.com/sax 
veep CLASSICAL ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC 
(iad Some NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco ESMERALDA’S Top 40. country, R&B MCDOUGALL 
Lachiclench oe Claveria (sambs to Bolero) every Monday wth Od Foreplay, DJ Jimmy ee eg rp role , 
oust Acoustic Instrumental Old Tima Fiddle L- Nau te ‘os Uteeck pti! =e ME T 0 E X Bp ECT F R 0 Ni 
(See eee and Salsa music, dance lessons 8-10pm td 
DS Fiddlers Society, Jp SINGUR SC ashe Tssdys DIS T HE 

TAP AND GRILL dusty, | RENALLPLACE Nickolback With ape- oa beaege! $ Va F E T 

NEW LIVE VENUE! 


Night: with Atomic Improv, Jameokl and 
OJ Tim 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It Up: 
Main Floor: furik, soul, Matown, and 
diseo with OJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm 


PREVUE / TUE, AUG 31 (9 PM) / BECOMING THE MARTYR / BLACKSPOT CAFE, $8 (ALL 


cial quests Daughtry, Puddle of Mudd 
‘and State of Shock Doors Spm/show 
6:15pm, Tickets $59.50, $49.50 and 
$39.50 


STARLITE ROOM JFK and the 
Sensor. Oo Night Ban Bam, $10 
f 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE This Very Day with 
Becoming the Martyr and The Butchers 
Hand 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B, Northern Soul, 60s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick end 
guests 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday- popular house 
beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


comedians, musicians and bands; hosted 
‘by Barbara May, 7pm (set-up), 8-10pm 
(show) 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deco 
Wadnesdays: Soulful Deep House with 
Nic and Smooy. 


FREEHOUSE Stanley 


Carroll spins on the Woottop; Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor, Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks... no cover roots 


ON Wintel wwwrconronwerrre-com 


BUDBY'S NIGHTCLUB flotating drag ‘SPORTSWORLD music every Wednesday with OJ Buster 

shows’ D) Woe'ConstBab3ddy otha pat DRUID JASPER AVENUE) Open stage | ROWER SKATING DISCO onsen) | inl lve musk ones a month 

GINGUA SKY Urban Ladies Night : ‘ with Chris Wynters and questn request with a mix of retro and disco; BLACKSPOT CAFE Disloguo THURSDAY 
Sundays CLASSICAL HAZELDEAM HALL Drum ‘n' Dance jam; Tpm-12 midnight Wodnesday 


O'BYRNE'S D. Finnegan; 9pm (door) 
$20 (lasicV$20 (premium): available by 
phome at 414 6766 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Royal Canadian 
College of Organists, Windspiration 
Edmonton Organ Festival, 


6:30-8:30pm; $10 (door) 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedown: with OJ Generic, Du 
Frederick: 8pm; no cover 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexocy 
Sean 


FEVER MIGHTCLUB industry 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE Siastn “e . O'BYRNE Colic Jam; with Shannon WUNDERRAR Sweet Brit and Punk Wednesisgys 

Sunday Night Live: asted byOAChocit | BAderd/GiesbrechnAlones, 12 pr: Kan Johinaon end friends; 80pm with Phillip and Bogner 

Evia, DU Sweate Spm the best of om FLUID LOUNGE Werinesiiay Rock This 
sis I inet 1 REXALL PLACE Nickolbsck, with spe ‘ 

en claimed ace al DJS cial quests Daughtry, Puddle of Mudd Migdl  gcta TY eal 


Sundays OJ Gallatea 
and XS, quests, no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night; no minors; Spm. 
2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Poin: 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tenary 


BUDOY'S Amateur Strip Contest with 
Mia Fellow, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY MeHASTY'S Metal Mondays 
with DU SWAG. 


and State of Shock (second show) 
Doors Bprm/show 6:15pm, Tickets 
$69.50, $49.50 and $39.50 


CLASSICAL 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH Foal Canadian College at 
Organists, Windspiration Edmonton 
Organ Festival. Edmoriton Composer 
Organ Concerti Concert: 12 pm 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK (nly Crime, 
Bionic. Hostage Lifa. On The Brink. Doors 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hoo/A&B with DJ 
Spincycla 


MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Aiobobot 
om 

HUGG DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘20s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, soul, 
disco, nu jazz. reggae, hip hop with Coot 
Cur, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gono Wild 


JULY 19 


“THE CRANSTON 


FOUNDATION 


___ ee 


WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED Pesige Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano i 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer CHURCH Royal Canadian College ot pm, show 7pm Aj 
NEW CITY UXWID LOUNGE Munch Organists, Windspiration Edmonton BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter Gulch ee Wild ay org a ' 
Festival, Hymn Festival 8 pm Wednesda) with Tripewiteh, Rezidnt Funk, fusion \ 
cam a gory Mac and the on Metal Mondays: no minors Organ Hy [ ‘5 : sir aa Ae 
= O'BYRNE’S 8221 local musical talent DIS BLACKEPOT CAFE Dylan Thomas with te 
RULBERT'S Open Mic Monday jaloque Wednesday quests VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: Indie : . 
by Rives March sins eee a ae ue Mod, Fock. Electro Dance Party.with the 


IVORY CLUB Open Mic Mondays: music 
and comedy, Bm. 


LBS PUB House band; 9:30pm-lam no 


cover 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Roc 
Tuesdays: OJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY’S Free poo! and tourney. DJ 
Arrowchaser 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Open stage with full 
gear provided 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Littie Flower open 
stage: 7:30pm (door), $2 


Jbots; no cover 


WUMDERBAR Wednesdays with new 
OJ; no cover 


ee ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave * ALBERTA AVE COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 9210-118 
cc ALICE HOTEL 5078-50 St. Camrose, 672-2124 » ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St (423-1655, 
=< 420-1757, 428-1414) « ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTIC TRAP 
> AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jesper Ave. 
tu 990-0031 * B SCENE STUDIOS 8212-104 Ste BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 « BACKROOM VODKA 
—— BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 « THE BANK ULTRA 
ee LOUNGE 10765 Jesper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * BEAVERHILLS PARK Jasper Ave, 105 mm 19 2S Ss 
a St * BEERHUNTER PUB 7522-178 St * BEERHUNTER PUB - ST. ALBERT 336 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert * BELL AND 
f oc COURT PUB 200, 10A Main Blvd. Sherwood Park * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert « BEU- cna TR 
tu LAH ALLIANCE CHURCH 17504 98A Ave » BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 Ae ” 
{ = * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * THE BLACKSPOT 15120 Stony Plain Rd, 451-SPOT (7768) * Var E 
( = BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ava, 989-2861 * BLUES ON z e 
i WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 » BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 Si, 423-5014 * BORDEN 
PARK BAND SHELL 73 St, 112 Ave * BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avanue gh 
i ‘Spruce Grove, 220-6993/962-2511 » CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CAFFREY’S 1-99 Wye Rd, Sherwood Park, - 
| 443-468 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-9766 « . 
CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Slvd * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CLOVERDALE sf a P 9 
id HALL 9411-97 Ave, 479-2038 » CONCRETE SPACE 10047-102 St * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCI- 5 - 
7 ETY 8426 Gateway Blvd * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 » CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU 
LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-1448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 = DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power ¥ .) 5j 
f Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 8700-94 St. Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * FACULTE SAINT JEAN AUDITORIUM 8406-91 St * FORT = = . . 
| SASKATCHEWAN 8700-24 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928  DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * THE EARLY STAGE SALOON 4911-52 
\y Ave, Stony Plain * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase II/, 489-SHOW * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, 
K Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * HLTHY MCNASTY'S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST BAP- 
TIST CHURCH 10031-109 Street « RST MENNONITE CHURCH 3650-91 St « FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 St » FLUID LOUNGE 10888 Jesper Ave, 429-0700 * 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 + FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq., 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341- 
82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 * GIBBONS HOTEL — GIBBONS 5010-50 Ave, 923-2401 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-43 12/953-3606 * GRANITE 
? CURLING CLUB 8620-107 St * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 490-7359 * HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 10037-S4 Ave * HOME- 
GROWN SOUL SHACK B102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 » HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 « HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HORIZON 
STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St. (436-1161) « INDIGO SOUTH EDMONTON 1837-99 St, 432-4458 * IRISH CULTURAL CENTRE 
6452-35 Ave * THE IVORY CLUB 2540 Calgary Trail South « JAMMERS PUB 11949-127 Ave, 451-9779 * J AND R BARAND GRILL 4003-106 St 496-4403 « JEFFREYS CAFE 
AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 » JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave « J.J’S PUB 13100-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L 
HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St « J.P RANCH SALOON Jesper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Pisin Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2700 + 
JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 » KHz (SHARK TANK) 10243-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Avo, 433-2599 « LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8527-91 St * LBS PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6105-172 St, 431-2786 » LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 
11807 Jasper Ave, Znd Fi, 447-4495 « M. E. LAZERTE SCHOOL THEATRE 6804-144 Ave * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10! St. McDonald Drive, 469-4964 * METRO CLUB 
AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 » MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St, 433-4390 * MURRIETA’S 10612-82 Ave * MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald 
Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * 
NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 « NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gataway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTH GLENORA COM- 
MUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 » THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 * O'BYRNE’S 1061682 Ave, 414-6756 * O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 
9013-88 Ave * OIL CITY ROADHOUSE 10736 Jasper Ave « ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 105 St, 485-1717 * PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper 
Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 
Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 1086057 Ave, 474-5270 * POLISH VETEREN’S HALL 9203- 
144 Ave * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RAMADA 
EDMONTON INN 11834 Kingsway Avenue, Courtyard A-B_* RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED STAR 10534 Jasper 
Ave, 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS 10109-149 St, 444-1822 « RIGOLETTO’S GAFE 10068-108 St, 42S-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave » RIVERBEND LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 495 Rhatioan Rd, 479-9313 * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 450-1122 * ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 73 Street, south of 112 Ave, 479-9313 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * ROSSDALE HALL 
10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 
* SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLE 10821-96 St ¢ SAK'S ON 52ST 10525-51 Ave, 432-5853 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 
437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 » SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Ave_* SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 
13710-104 St, 472-6336 « ST. ALBERT COMMUNITY HALL 17 Perron St., St. Albert, Alberta © ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTUR- 
AL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 « ST. CHARLES CHURCH 17511-112 St, 459-5511 « ST. JOACHIM 9924-110 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St. 438-2582 « STANLEY A. MIL- 
NER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq e STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 8510-95 Ave * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of a Campus, 492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 
9020 MeKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 « TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSALTA ARTS BARN 10330-84 Ave * TRANSCEND COF- 
FEE BAR AND ROASTERY 9869-62 Ave, 430-9198 » TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 1020-103 St» VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 Ave * VELVET 
UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 » WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH 11135-65 Ave » WHISTLESTOP 124116-132 Ave, 451-5506 « WILD WEST 
SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-2388 « WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 12915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 
8120-101 St 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 456-8069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, wwaw.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-96 Ave, 432-0425 * 
Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 * ZENARI'S 10180-101 St. 423-5409 
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PH:4377-7699 
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UNIDNEVENTS GoM | 


Be) 10 - STARLITE ROOM 
w 


- 18+ 1D REQ. - TIX AL 
a TEEATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN 


ANNBALCORPS 


SEPTENIBER '22 2007 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE - DOORS 6 PM -ALLAGES aye 
TICKETS /- by ee TIX ALSO AT TICKETMASTER - MEGATUNES - BLACKBYRD °= sg 


SELLING ( 
FAST! 


AUGUST 14 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


ULTIMATE VIP PACKAGES AT GODSMACK.COM 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL lade at ee 
ry OR CHARGE BY PHONE AT 780- “451-€ 
AND TI KET PRICE. 


FRIDAY SEPT. 28 ~ STARLITE ROOM sa 


: a SEPT. 29 - STARLITE ROOM 


TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT DOORS 8 PM - LICENSED NO MINORS 
=e w TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD & LISTEN VUE 


bin aoe LS 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT INIDNEVENIS: CON ticketmasterca (780) 451-8000 
GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT MYSPACE. COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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Snakes. Why did it have to be snakes? 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
he naps come every day, at 
Tee and if he doesn’t get 
them, he gets awfully cranky. 

Blake Betteridge, keyboardist for 
Mark Birtles Project, isn’t ashamed 
to confess details of his newly devel- 
oped habit. In fact, he’s actually quite 
proud of it. 

“It's a pretty rock ‘n’ roll thing to 
do,” he says. “My hair gets messed up, 
and I only iron my clothes in the 
morning, so things can get kind of 
wrinkly,” 

Betteridge certainly needs the 
beauty sleep as he gears up with the 
rest of the band for a national tour in 
support of the group's new record, Art 
Crime. While the band has had some 
borderline-surreal bad luck with past 
tours—in one now-infamous incident, 
their van broke down and then the 
repair shop that was going to fix it 
burned down, leaving the members 
stranded in Toronto—Betteridge is 


WED, AUG 1 (9 PM) 


> | MARK BIRTLES PROJECT 
eS eo BAYONETS!!! 


buoyant about the band’s prospects. 

“This record has a lot more poten- 
tial than anything we've done before— 
we have a distribution deal, we're 
talking about making videos,” he says. 
“| think we made a really good album, 
so who knows were it will go.” 

As he explains, part of that pride in 
the LP comes from the, um, unique 
visualization strategy he had the band 
go through in the studio. In the inter- 
est of cohesiveness, Betteridge pushed 
all the members to focus on a single 
image while playing. In particular, for 
the single “Feel Nice,” Betteridge had 
the musicians imagining that they 
were jumping over a pit of snakes. 

“For instance, | was thinking about 
the gaps we'd have to jump, the actual 


hole, rather than the snakes in it,” he 
explains. “I can only assume they were 
cobras. They looked green. It was a 
dark pit, so I didn’t get a good look.” 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT FACTOR in the 
album's creation was the fact that the 
band got a rather large pile of money 
with which to record it. The grateful 
recipients of a grant from the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, Betteridge 
describes the money as a great blessing. 

“If we didn’t have that grant, the 
record wouldn't sound the same,” he 
says. “I might have still pulled out the 
pit of snakes, but I certainly wouldn't 
have pulled out the $5000.” 

However, all expectations for the 
new record aside, he is not putting 
too much worry into the future 

“If you're in music to make money, 
then good luck to you,” he says. “It 
takes a lot just to break even. I'm fully 
prepared just to break even and be 
happy with that.” wv 
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EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM ~ GENERAL ADMISSION 


TICKETS: MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD, LISTEN 


in stores now 
available in deluxe format with DVD 
on tour summer and fall 2007 
September 25 at The Francis Winspear Centre 
September 26 at The Myer Horowitz Theatre 


TICKETMASTER.CA 780-451-8000 
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The world’s foudeot rosh mragastue' 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@yueweekly.com 
uring my interview with California 
D)>insecsonewate Brett Dennen, | 
mark myself as Canadian when I ask 
him about the kudos he’s received from Spear- 
head’s Michael Franti. 

“It’s funny, I've done a couple of other inter- 
views with Canadian journalists, and they've 
also asked about that. The American ones never 
do,” he says on the phone from a tour stop in 
New Jersey. “I think he’s incredible. He’s one of 
my heroes. He's an activist first and a musician 
second.” 

Dennen is no slouch himself. Before even fin- 
ishing his university education in social justice, 
he and some of his school mates created the 
Mosaic Project out of San Francisco, a week-long 
camp for 4th and 5th Graders that aims to build 
an appreciation for diversity, to give kids the 
tools to help in building a sense of community. 

“The San Francisco area is really very segre- 
gated,” he explains. “I feel like it’s really the 
most important problem we face. 

“Most of our curriculum is geared towards 
human relations—appreciating and accepting 
diversity, building tolerance and community, 
working across our differences toward a peace- 
ful world, within communities at home and at 
school, but also for the world in general,” he 
continues, “We draw parallels between bullying 
in school and countries’ bullying.” 

All of the lessons are coupled with songs, 
the writing of which Dennen has played a large 
Part in. When the kids are taught the five steps 
‘0 conflict resolution, for instance, they're also 
taught the song, “Fighting is not the Solution.” 
And the Mosaic Project CD—Children’s Songs 
Jor Peace and a'Better World—includes the first 
music Dennen ever recorded. In fact, it wasn’t 
until a couple of years after he graduated that 
Dennen realized that he even wanted to pur- 
Sue a music career. Since then, he’s released 
‘wo albums—2005's self-titled debut and last 
fall's So Much More—as well as live EP (More) 
So Much More. 


Dennen sings for So Much More 
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THE TALL, IMPOSING redhead wouldn't match his 


softly sung vocals if it wasn’t for his boyish fea- 
tures. They mirror his hopeful folk-rock that has 
earned him comparisons to everyone from Neil 
Young to Paul Simon to Jack Johnson. The sim- 
plicity of his melodies and lyrics belie the com- 
plexity of what he seems to have to say, as he 
struggles to understand the world he sees and 
sings about everything from the prison-for-prof- 
it system to how to live life unapolegetically and 
truthfully. 

“I think music has the ability to reflect larger 
society,” Dennen says. “It is both influenced by 
society and influences society. 

“Music serves as an educator; it serves as a 
vehicle to move people,” he adds emphatically. 
“People grow with music.” 

Judging by the accolades Dennen has 
amassed in his short career, his music has illus- 
trated just that. But if you get anything from his 
lyrics, you'd be right to guess the 28-year-old is 
rather humble about fame. 

“For some musicians, it lets them gain confi- 
dence, some try and push it away,” he says. “I 
try to appreciate it in a humble way. | try not to 
let it affect my creative process and let inspira- 
tion guide me.” 

However, his heavy touring schedule this 
summer—he’s performed at festivals across the 
US as well as alone with his band and won't be 
stopping until sometime in September—is 
something that he finds bittersweet. Not only 
does it give him less time for his work with the 
Mosaic Project, but it also takes away from the 
ime he'd like to be spending in the Sierra Neva- 
da mountains. 

“All of the new places, it does get tiresome,” 
he admits. “But then, I have these wonderful 
moments where | get to really connect with 
audiences across the country.” v 
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Local composers organ-ize a new 
kind of anti-establishment protest 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

{ Piotr Grella-Mozejko, one of the 
[composers taking part in the 

upcoming Five of a (New) Kind 
organ concert, had ever come to your 
high school and talked to your class 
about classical music, you would now 
very likely be rocking out to a string 
quartet instead of the latest album 
from My Chemical Romance. 

The Edmonton-based composer— 
who moved to Canada from Poland in 
1989—has the ability to excite nearly 
anyone about his music because of 
the depth and breadth of his knowl- 
edge on the subject. The general man- 
ager of the Edmonton Composers’ 
Concert Society, Grella~-Mozejko is 
passionate about classical music and 
is eager to set you straight about it. 

“Contemporary classical composers 
are often sneezed at as elitist, but let 
us remember that the real beginnings 
of contemporary music in the 1950s, 
the so called avant-garde, was a very 
strong anti-establishment move- 
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ment,” says the composer. “The same 
kind of anti-establishment movement 
happened in popular music roughly at 
the same time with rock 'n’ roll, then 
in the mid-'70s with punk rock, and 
earlier in the 1960s with free jazz— 
four versions of the same anti-estab- 
lishment attitude. Composers were 
really tired of succumbing to bour- 
geois-imposed expectations.” 


YOU SEE? IF | HAD KNOWN that classi- 


cal music raised just as big a middle 
finger to polite society as punk rock, I 
would have been in there like white 
on rice. And although many contem- 
porary compoSers do create boring old 
pieces, Grella~-Mozejko explains that 


and Molson Canadian present Boo 


Aug. n 


Five of a (New) Kind will be an organ 
concert that might just be the middle 
finger you're looking for. He explains it 
the way you would a garage band. 
“On one end of the spectrum 
you've got cover bands, and then you 
have bands that try to find their own 
niche and create something unique, 
even if they work within certain set 
styles like speed metal or something 
like that. In the realm of organ music 
itis very difficult [to create some- 
thing unique] because there is the 
huge aspect of Bach tradition,” he 
says of the towering figure who 
looms over organ composers like a 
spectre. “At Five of a (New) Kind 
you'll have a lot of music on the cut- 
ting edge. Five brand new works for 
organ and strings by five local com- 
posers. We really wanted to create 
some opportunities for our col- 
leagues to hear their works and for 
listeners to hear something beyond 
the dead European male composer 


type of thing.” v 
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Raptors flexes its claws 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

uitarist/vocalist Jon Lovell has 
Ge putting his new band 

Raptors—which is filled out 
by Terence Sagan on bass and the 
singularly named Orion on drums— 
through the paces for the past year. 
“But. wait,” you ask. “Why haven't I 
heard of the band if Raptors is already 
@ year old?” Well, that’s because the 
band has been working out the kinks 
away from prying eyes. Oh, the trio 
hasn’t been lazy; No, Raptors has 
alteady recorded its first disc—a self- 
titled EP of four of the songs that the 
band has been working on since 
Starting out. Lovell and his compatri- 
Ols will be letting the disc loose at the 
band’s upcoming show—which also 
happens to be its first. 

“We just wanted to get enough 
Songs and practice enough so that we 
felt comfortable that the songs were 
Where they should be at performance 
level,” Lovell says, explaining the 
Soup's decision to hold off on entering 
the live arena, adding that the band has 
already worked up enough songs to fill 
“set, “We'll probably throw in a couple 
°l covers, but it’s mostly original.” 

So, with a year to work on songs 
and record, why didn’t Raptors record 
“ tull-length album? Lovell says that 
while an EP was more cost-effective 


for the new band, they also didn’t 
want to put too much pressure on 
themselves right out of the gate 

“We didn’t know what we were 
going to do with the project, so we 
just started off with the four songs to 
see where it went,” he admits. “The 
next goal now will probably be to go 
back into the studio in three or four 
months and do a full-length.” 


THE BAND'S APPROACH afforded the 


musicians the opportunity to work on 
the songs without distraction. Lovell 
says that the two weeks that they 
spent in the recording studio also 
helped in that regard 

“Oh, definitely," he says. “It defi- 
nitely points out your weaknesses and 
strengths as songwriters, and the next 
time we come into it we'll be that 
much better.” 

For Raptors, the creative process 
begins with Lovell’s songs, but things 
change quickly once he brings them 
into the band setting. 

“Usually I just write on an acoustic 
guitar and then take it to the band 
and show it to them and we kind of 
pull it apart and add stuff into it,” 
Lovell details. “It’s usually just parts, 
like a verse and a chorus, and then 
we glue it all together. 

“That's what's nice about having 
Terrence and Orion there—they're not 
just my songs. I come to them with 
basic songs, but then they take it and 
it becomes a really collaborative 
effort. To me, I think that’s the best 
way to write songs.” w 
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LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
Things that rock deserve 
our attention; obscure 
things that rock, even more 
so. As for obscure local 

THS ROS things that rock, well, 
we're almost legally obligated to 
check them out. In lieu of this, go buy 
Tim Gilbertson's self-titled debut 
album right now. 

Gilbertson, who lists groups like the 
Weakerthans and Stars as influences, 
in fact sounds a bit like a cross 
between Elliott Smith and Foo Fight- 
ers. The album is both melancholy and 
catchy—Gilbertson's somewhat whispy 
vocals mix beautifully with poppy gui- 
tar riffs and intricate bass and drums, 
and you end up with a vaguely 
depressing record that you paradoxi- 
cally can't shake out of your skull. Out- 
side of the drumming, virtually every 
sound on the album was created by 
Gilbertson. Also, the album art is rad. 


VARIOUS SKANKERS 
SKA IS DEAD 
STOMP 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
I'll be honest: I didn’t want 
to like this compilation. It 
wasn't the sarcastic title— 
the same as a tour that 
THIS OK began in 2004 to prove 
quite the opposite. Nor was it a cou- 
ple of tired, boring selections, because 
to a great extent, the album totally 
hops. No, it was the claim that the 
album “presents SKA—original and 
indigenous.” Really? That's a pretty 
audacious assertion, even if Dave 
Kirchgessner does peg it as a tribute 


ist= 
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to Ska-A-Go-Go, one of the first ska 
compilations ever made, coming out 
of Jamaica's Studio One in the ‘60s. 

Nonetheless, even though it brought 
me back—to sweaty nights dancing to 
the Toasters at Lee’s Palace in Toronto, 
to Fishbone at Wild Bill’s in Banff or to 
the ‘90s—Ska is Dead is a fun ride. I 
don’t want to give you the wrong 
impression—these aren’t rewrapped 
tunes from that decade's ska revival— 
but I think one of the reasons so many 
called the death rattle of ska is because 
it really hasn't evolved that much since 
then. Big D & the Kids Table’s album 
opener “Noise Complaint” may totally 
push you head-first into the party, but 
is it revolutionary? Nope. And do we 
really need to hear from Voodoo 
Glowskulls anymore? Again, nope. 
Heavy duty skankers will definitely 
appreciate the album’s sentiment, but 
they'll have likely ferreted out the lat- 
est from their faves already. 


Z-TRIP 
fale 2K8 THE SOUNDTRACK 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
Videogames are big busi- 
ness these days. Movie 
crossovers and multi-mil- 
lion dollar advertising 

THSIS OK budgets abound, as well as 
soundtracks featuring high-profile 
artists. The latest such record to come 
along is Z-Trip Presents: All Pro 2K8 the 

Soundtrack, a mash up of various hip- 

hop artists with Arizona-based DJ Z- 

Trip. There are some rock songs to be 

found here and there—notably a remix 

of “Tom Sawyer” by Rush—but for the 
most part this album is conventional, 

Top-40-style hip hop. 

It’s also pretty good, mostly 
because of its all-star cast. MCs like 


Chali 2na, Rakim, Aceyalone, Dead 
Prez and Gift of Gab of Blackalicious 
fame feature on various tracks. The 
songs are also infectiously catchy, but 
like most sports game soundtracks, 
after two or three listens you'll likely 
be reaching for the mute button. 4// 
Pro is great fun the first time you hear 
it, but after that ... well, your mileage 
may vary. 

WAX MANNEQUIN 

ORCHARD & IRE 

INFINITE HEAT 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
The tricky thing about mai 
ing music as idiosyncratic a 
Chris Adeney’s (who goe 
by the stage name Wa) 

THIS OK Mannequin) is that there's 
almost no room for middle ground 
Everything is pretty much either bril- 
liant or ridiculous, sometimes even 
from one note to the next. 

For the most part, Adeney makes 
Orchard & Ire work, though he tends 
to be at his best when he turns up the 
tempo, if not the energy, and there's 
more slow and mopey than recklessly 
catchy throughout. Still, there's 
something ineffably charming about 
a guy who weaves a weird animal 
robot dichotomy throughout an 
album, teasing out different ideas 
about what each one means while his 
Tom Waits-on-morphine voice clash- 
es with the near-metal chords and 
crashes behind it. There's something 
to be said for embracing your peculi- 
arities, and Adeney’s done that 
almost to a fault here. ; 

Wax Mannequin plays the Velvet 
Underground Sat, Jul 28 (8 pm). 
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Nick Lowe has long been 
known as one of the pre- 
mier rootsy rock ‘n’ roll 
musicians in the world, 

THSISOK and is one of those rare 

artists who has managed to maintain 
a high profile for his work while 
avoiding the static distraction of pur- 
‘suing stardom. He has written count- 
) Jess great songs—‘Cruel to Be Kind,” 
“what's So Funny ‘Bout Peace Love 
and Understanding?,” “I Live ona 
Battlefield,” “One's Too Many” 
among them—and he produced Elvis 
Costello's classic debut album My 
‘Aim Is True. 
Unfortunately, this new record does 
not carry on in that tradition; rather, it 
documents Lowe at a, well, low point 
jn his career. The record consists of 
lazy, thrown-together lyrics, repetitive 
sound scapes and almost no variation 
in grooves. Barely any of the songs 
even break into the realm of “up 
tempo.” Instead, the record seems to 
awl along at a singular pace, making 
t hard to tell when one song has 
stopped and another has begun, 
I's not all bad—’Not Too Long Ago” 
is a return to the classic rock ‘n’ roll 
sound that Lowe rose to fame on, 
‘omplete with catchy back-up vocals 
and a grunting baritone sax. Still, the 
ajority of the album is generic 
olk/roots music, which is disappoint- 
ing because Lowe has long been an 
artist who could breathe new life into 
the tradition of roots music in a seem- 
ingly effortless manner. 


ITORS 
AN END HAS A START 
SONY BMG 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweokly.com 
‘ For Editors’ sophomore 
effort, the Birmingham 
band tinkers with the mini- 
malist cuts of its startling 
TISISOK debut The Back Room, 
ooming out towards a more epic 
‘eStyle—string arrangements and a 
choir pop up here. The pop-philoso- 
phy lyrics and soaring chords walk a 
ightrope between blockish bluster 
and the genuinely stirring. 
The sound syrups into the hokey- 
hopeful with “Push Your Head 
‘Owards The Air’ and sinks into a lull- 
aby-dirge in the closing track. But 
Even in their stripped-down tension, 
An End Has A Start” and the rolling 
Bones” are more remakes than 
ipoffs of previous hits “Blood” or 
Munich.” Sometimes less really is 
Ore. It's hard to knock a band’s 
ambition after only two albums, but if 
‘ewer songs here occupied the mid- 
dle-ground between understated and 
everbearing, Editors’ would be off to 
an even fresher end. 


The hardest working 
man on Nexopia 
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As a rule, | don’t like writing about 
other media people and outlets. In this 
era of buzz websites and online news- 
papers, it's so easy to simply write 
about what the other media is saying. 

But, for this column, | am going to 
make an exception. If James Brown 
was the hardest-working man in show 
business, then Dixon Christie might just 
be the hardest working person in the 
music-journalism business. Long known 
in Edmonton thanks to a myriad of proj- 
ects, from news columns to TV appear- 
ances to his various web projects, he 
scored a major coup recently when his 
punktv.ca site announced a strategic 
alliance with the mega-giant social net- 
working site Nexopia.com. Now, 
Christie's pet Edmonton-based project 
will be exposed to a worldwide audi- 
ence in the gajillion trillions, or whatev- 
er macrofigures the net geeks are using 
to measure hits nowadays. Christie fig- 
ures Nexopia gets about a billion hits, 
whereas punktyv.ca got about three mil- 
lion—of course, this was before the 
partnership was announced. 

What made punkty.ca such an allur- 
ing buy? Well, this is where the “hard- 
est-working” Christie comes in. There 
are just so many interviews with punk, 
hardcore and metal bands on the site. 
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MARC ANTHONY 
EL CANTANTE 
SONY/EMG 
Smokinly hot wife 


Troll-ish singer, aka: 
Billy Joel Syndrome 


KLAUS SCHULZE 
KONTINUUM 
SYNTHETIC SYMPHONY 
Avant-garde artists 


Often go soft, write jingles 
Not Klaus! He's old school! 


MANDY MOORE 
WILD HOPE 


There is nothing here 
That interests me! No hooks, 
No nip slips, nothing! 


HOLGER CZUKAY 
MOVIES 
REVISITED 
Cool in the Pool is 


The campiest song that's still 
Perfect to fuck to 


Most music critics—myseif included— 
get jaded as they get older, more and 
More records sound the same, and the 
music biz itself continues to get more 
and more evil, in our eyes at least. But 
Christie is still as enthusiastic as he 
was when he was posting stories to 
old-school BBMs a decade or so ago. 

He says that he tries to remove the 
“pretense” from his work, to take all 
the music-snob air from his site. 

“And | rarely take a break from it, “ 
he says. “It's 16 hours a day, seven 
days a week. And content is king. 
When | went to the Warped tour | went 
with the goal of interviewing every 
band there.” 

He had a booth at the recent NXNE 
festival in Toronto—thanks to some 
financial help from Hot Docs—and he 
has been successful in getting his site 
into the consciousness of music fans 
throughout the country, and beyond. 
While he does have other marketing 
projects, this is his number one love. 

“It's ironic,” he says. “| remember 
the dial-up, billboard systems of the 
late ‘80s. And | still work with people 
who were involved with those.” 

He stuck to it, and he’s reaping the 
rewards. He might not be fronting a 
buzz band, but Dixon Christie is becom- 
ing one of the most recognized staples 
on the Edmonton scene. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of ue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


DOLORES CLAMAN 
THE HOCKEY THEME 
INDEPENDENT 

Yeah, it's just one song 


But that song is cooler than 
Your shitty demo 


SILVERCHAIR 

YOUNG MODERN 

ELEVEN 

Grunge kid copycats 

Have changed their ways, now sound 


like 
Old Supertramp tapes 


SAGA 

WORLDS APART REVISITED 
INSIDE OUT 

Stodgy old rockers 

Do live disc of all their hits 
Tens of fans rejoice 


WITHIN TEMPTATION 

THE HEART OF EVERYTHING 
ROADRUNNER 

Overdramatic, 
Overproduced, can’t wait ‘til 
It's just plain over 


CHTHONIC 
SEEDIO BALE 
DOWN PORT MUSIC 


This is, bar none, the 
Best Taiwanese death metal 
That I've ever heard 


MUSIC 


JULY 26-AUG1,2007  WWISWE! 


exiy 39 


DVD SHOOT AND TOUR KICKOFF FOR 


TICKETS AT THRE DOOR 10030-1025T 1HFO.42S-STAR WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA MEMBERS & GUESTS 


ESO FS AINE IES 


TUESDAY 


GRAND PRIZE DRAW 


TvESpawyr 
JULY Di 


= | iit ASTROLOGY 


| 0B BREZSNY 


FSS! freewill@vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 -APA 19) 

Writing in Poetry Flash, critic Rusty Morri- 
son speculates that “the sublime can only 
be glimpsed by pressing through fear's 
boundary, beyond one’s previous concep- 
tions of the beautiful.” That’s a good 
theme for you to experiment with right 
now, Aries. According to my reading of 
the astrological omens, you're very close 
to making contact with splendour you'll 
remember all your life. (And | don't use 
that fancy word “splendour” lightly.) 
You'll need a lot of playful courage to 
make the boundary-crossing. But | know 
you can do it if you keep heading in the 
direction of what's scarily meaningful. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

“There are very few human beings who 
receive the truth, complete and stagger- 
ing, by instant illumination,” wrote Anais 
Nin. “Most of them acquire it fragment by 
fragment, on a small scale, by successive 
developments, cellularly, like a laborious 
mosaic.” | share Nin’s perspective, Tau- 
rus—| know from experience how mad- 
deningly slow the truth-gathering process 
can be. But I'm pleased to inform you that 
you're in a phase when missing puzzle 
pieces will become available at a faster 
rate than usual. Be alert for the subtle 
onslaught. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


“Whatever is not an energy source is an 
energy sink,” writes novelist Marge Pier- 
cy. Is it really that unambiguous? Can you 
divide every single person, event and 
institution into those that suck your vitali- 
ty and those that pump you up? | think it’s 
usually more complicated than that. 
There are many things that simultaneous- 
ly suck and pump. But for you right now, 
Gemini, | believe it is that clear-cut. Pro- 
ceed accordingly. Be ruthlessly discerning 
in deciding what influences you invite 
into your sphere. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 


“Dear Rob: | like to take my daughters to 
the playground. While they hang out in 
the sandbox, I’ve often tried to make it 
across the monkey bars—you know, those 
overhead bars where you go hand over 
hand while your body dangles below. In 
hundreds of attempts, I've failed every 
time. My hands hurt, | feel heavy and out 
of shape, and | give up quickly. But last 
Saturday the spell was broken. | asked the 
gods of the playground to help me out. As 
| jumped up to grab the monkey bars, the 
idea popped into my head that | should 
bend my legs instead of leaving them dan- 
gling down. | got a swinging motion. going, 
and made it across easily. After all those 
years of frustration, | couldn't believe such 


HANG ON 


TO IT TO 


a little change made such a big difference. 
—Cancerian Reporting from the Trench- 
es.” Dear Cancerian: Thanks for your testi- 
mony. | think it’s exactly what your fellow 
Crabs need to hear. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

You've arrived at the recreate-yourself- 
from-scratch phase of your cycle. To cele- 
brate, I've gathered three apt pieces of 
advice for you to scrawl on a piece of 
paper that you'll put under your pillow. (1) 
“Almost everything comes from almost 
nothing.” —Henri-Frédéric Amiel. (2) 
“The best way to predict your future is to 
create it.” —Peter Drucker. (3) “Leap and 
the net will appear.” —Zen saying. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 


In the language of the Hopi Indians, koy- 
aanisqatsi means “crazy life,” “life in tur- 
moil,” or “life out of balance.” It's usually 
invoked to describe a culture that is in dis- 
array because of corruption and lack of 
vision. In the horoscope you're now reading, 
however, I'm using it to identify a chaotic 
State that each of us periodically goes 
through in our personal life. It's a phase 
when we lose our moorings, when we're 
out of touch with our moral center. On the 
one hand, it's uncomfortable and disorient- 
ing. On the other hand, the brain-scrambling 
it stirs up is often a blessing. It flushes out 
mental habits that no longer serve us. It 
provokes creative innovations by rearrang- 
ing the contents of our psyche. According to 
my reading of the omens, this is such a time 
for you, Virgo. Happy koyaanisqatsi! 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 


The muskmelon is a fruit that continues 
to ripen after it’s picked, whereas a 
watermelon stops ripening the moment 
it's plucked from the vine. As you enter 
your own personal harvest season, Libra, 
keep that difference in mind; it'll be a 
useful metaphor. Some of the “crops” 
you've been growing all these months are 
like muskmelons, while others are like 
watermelons. Do you know which are 
which? Let the watermelon-like fruits of 
your labors stay on the vine until you're 
absolutely sure they're fully mature. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 


If this was 1700 and you lived in London 
or if it was 1800 and you lived in Philadel- 
phia, I'd tell you, “Go west, young man or 
young woman.” The astrological omens 
imply that your most useful adventures lie 
in the direction the sun travels. But we 
could also interpret the oracular advice to 
“go west" not as a literal mandate to 
head out on the road, but rather as a 
metaphorical exhortation to follow the sun 
in your heart. So what does that expres- 
sion mean to you? If you followed the sun 
in your heart, would you align yourself 
with a live-giving source of light and ener- 
gy? Would you do something that fills you 
with warmth and vitality? Would you 


answer a call that’s coming to you fray, 
the most practical manifestation of divine 
intelligence you know? Orallthree? =~ 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 


A Sagittarius reader named Sarah More. 
house sent me an announcement. “\'y, 
just discovered that I'm RULER OF Tye 
WORLD,” she said. “Don't panic. I'm plan, 
ning to be a benign dictator. But here ars 
two immediate changes. First: we will ni, 
longer separate reverence and amy; 

ment. Every one of us must regard humouy 
as holy, and infuse our moments of solemp 
awe with giggles and snorts. Secondly: i 
of us are artists. That's right: each id 
every one of us is now a certified creaiq, 
of smart beauty, deep spiritual mean 
and good-natured practical jokes.” dy 
Sarah went on at length, but ll stop there 
so | have room to point out this truth: of q\ 
the signs of the zodiac, you Sagittarians 
are in the most perfect position to emt nl 
her new laws. In the coming weeks, ya 
should regard them as your mandate 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 


This would be a perfect moment to send 
100 roses to someone you love. Duly 
enough, itll also be an excellent time ig 
send 100 roses to someone you love ¢ 
hate. In other words, the karmic ledge 
needs to be kept in balance. You've got to 
make sure that all the opposites in you 
life are given their proper due. Each side 
of every paradox deserves your equal 
attention. What's the payoff? An exotic 
and lyrical brand of harmony will be yours 
if you expand your mind to encompass 
the yin of every yang, and vice versa. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 


Consider writing an entertaining adver- 
tisement about yourself in order to attract 
the resources you'd like to play with. Or 
think about buying the domain name 
“showerblessingson[putyournamehere].co 
m,” then setting up a website where the 
world can send you business offers, mar- 
tiage proposals, free gifts and invitations 
to travel. The point, Aquarius, is that the 
upcoming weeks will be a perfect time to 
get very aggressive and highly specific 
about asking for what you need. Rev up 
the fun-loving parts of your imagination. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 


If you're a gardener who loves your 
plants, you're merciless towards weeds 
Even if you have a deep reverence for al 
forms of life, you don’t waver in youl 
drive to yank out the hairy bittercres) 
that’s crowding your tomatoes. You dont 
feel twinges of guilt as you eliminate the 
chickweed near your squash. | advise you 
to use a similar approach as you nurture 
your little growing things in the coming 
days. Safeguard them from anything thal 
would distract them from their instinctive 
purpose or weaken their power 10 
become more thoroughly themselves. ¥ 
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ENTER TO WIN ONE OF TWO 
LONGBOARDS FROM LOCA 


PRIZES EVERY WEEK‘! 
ALL SUMMER! 


KOKANEE PINTS $3.75 + KOKANEE & KOKANEE GOLD BOTTLES $4.25 
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YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2869 
one MU EN SxLYCOM 
USTINGS@VUEWEEXLY. 
DEADLINE '$ FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


SS 
AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 


Church basement, N. door, 6 Berard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St Albert * For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon, 
inc] holidays (7:30pm) 

CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 
St (479-1989) * Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * Healing 
Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu {7-Spm), Tue (5- 
Tpm) ® Volleyball; Tue ( )) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
Spm) * Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) © C.N.FC. Pow- 
wow; Wed (69pm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) # 
Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all 
day) * Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month {11am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1- 
Zpm) ® Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 
CHILDREN OF CHERNOBYL: A CBC DOCUMENTARY/ 
CUBA: EXTENDING A HELPING HAND THROUGH 
FREE HEALTH CARE Ukrainian Centre, 11018-97 St « 
Diseussion of the Chernobyl aftermath, Cuba's health-care 
system and relevant topics after screening * Suggested 
donation! $10 * July 28 (7pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
3212-106 Ave * Mesting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine # Every Tue (1-3pm) 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
2343) * Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and support- 
‘ors meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/arovp/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * Meets 
every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring pre- 
sentations, speakers, workshops, outings. Photographers 
of all levels are welcome * $40 (membership\/$50 (fami- 
ly\/$20 (full-time student); visitors may attend three times 
before jomning 


MEDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St. 
www.gadensamtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
advanced Sun (11am-Ipm) * Brahma Kumaris World 
Spiritual 208-10132-105 St (425-1050) 
www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation * Tranquility 
Moditation Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
www.karmatashiling,org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available, every Wed (7pm); free 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
ents at various city locations 


PHILOSOPHY CAFES Whitemud Crossing Library, 4211- 
106 Street (496-1822). The University of Alberta’s Joel 
Buenting facilitates a group discussion on the topic The 
Problem with Hell’; July 28 (2pm). Drop-in. Free. 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) * For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life 
crisis and who feel isolated * Group meets each week 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber Toestmastors 
Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave 
(459-5206); Visit us and learn how to deliver effective 
presentations, conduct business meetings, and develop 
as a communicator and a leader; every Thu (6pm) © 
‘Worators: Baverly United Church meeting room, 
11919-40 St (476-6963) Improve speaking skills, leader- 
ship skills, time management, organizational, listening 
and social skills; every Wed (7-9pm) * Pursuers: Best 
Westem Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457- 
0808) Weekly meetings to improve your communication 
and leadership skills in a supportive environment every 
Wed (7-9pm) * Chanticleer Toastmasters: Kingsway 
Aim, Millard Health Building, 131 Airport Rd (498- 
4608/474-1138) Thu meetings (7-8:30 am) feel confident 
speaking and build leadership skills 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION « (466-6756) Free 
Suided hike, about 10 km at Ministik Meadows; July 29 
(Sam) meet by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 

Farmers’ Market * Silent vigil every 1st and ard Sat each 

Ha stand in silence for a world without violence (10- 
jam} 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFAIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403- 
347-6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their 
trends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United 
Chureh every 2nd Tue each month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sex- 
val, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre,grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
‘itip://aroups,yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton © Social 


§'0up for bi-curious and bisexual women © 2nd Thu each 
‘month (7:30pm) 


Lounge and GoDiva and Donatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Shaw, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy ® Mon: Amateur strip 


contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
We * Tue: Free poo! 
Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day 


and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 « wewigavedmontancon. 


EDMONTON MUSIC WIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic~ 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meat 
every 2nd Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social 
period, 3 short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion 
panel of a potluck supper. Special interest groups meet 
for other social activities throughout the month. email 
enon eeayal nea) Www. primetimersww.org/edmon- 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business com- 
Munity * Second Wed each month 


HIV NETWORK OF SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses, Counselling, 
feferrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter 
terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
Positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV ® Every Tue 
(7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
* Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) © Free (member\/$10 
(membership) # Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

www geocties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aa o Participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue 
a 1 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
3234) * Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: fast Sun each month (1- 
Spm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 
intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
Ist, 3rd, last Sun each month (2-4pm) with Cody * 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and 
discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at rob- 
wells780@hotmail com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun each month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca © 
Monday Movie Night: Moyie nights with themed movies 
and discussion afterwards; avery Mon * 1TI0 Alliance 
Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, intersex 
and questioning 2nd Tue each month; 
ttigualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop- 
In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick 
and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 « HIV 
Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; 
every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw,ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show 
Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study: Sat (12-1); 
suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed © Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, 
featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur 
strip the last Thu each month © Fri: All Request Dance 
Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows every 
week ® Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan 
(retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * 
‘Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca 
and Vanity Fair, rotating quests. Free pool all night long; 
$3 cover © Weekends; $4 (mambers)/$6 (non- 
member)/Sun $2 caver 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group, gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over 
tea and coffee * Information e-mail: 
singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5954) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


'WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) * A non-profit lesbian 
organization, organized activities held monthly including 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family 
events, games nights, golf tournaments and more * 
Www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail: womon- 
‘space@gmail.com 

‘WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open Daily 
(noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat- 
Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CAPITAL EX FESTIVAL Northlands */ www.eventsed- 
Monton.com * The festival consists of a number of events 
that are presented throughout the capital region, includ- 
ing A Taste of Edmonton, Klondike breakfasts, and the 
Fun Tub Derby * Until July 28 


DOWNTOWN PARTY TENT (686-5563) * Thu, July 26 
(6pm, 8pm show); tickets available at TicketMaster * 
After Work Round 2: Retro Beats; Fri, July 27 (3pm) « In 
The Evening—Biggest House Party in the City: Connected 
Fridays with Nestor Delano, Luka Morrison, live to air 
with The Bounce; Fri, July 27 * Lexus Is 350 Launch 
Party; Saturday July 28 (6pm) 


— 
EDMONTON AND ATHABASKA DISTRICT HISTORIC 
FESTIVAL Queen Alexandra School gym, 7730-106 St. 
wwewhistoricedmonton.ca (439-2797) © Celebrate cur 
Heritage... our Stories: Entertainment. a historic bus tour 
or a horse-drawn carriage tour * Until July 29 
EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Meet in front of the 
Rescuer Statue, Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave 
(469-3187) © A ghostly walk in Old Strathcona © Until 
Aug. 30, every Mon-Thu (9pm) * $5/person 


EDMONTON TRANSIT, HISTORICAL TRANSIT 
TOURS (420-1757) © Take a trip back in time with ETS 
on a 1960 era bus. The first departure goes to the Old 
Glenora Area stopping at the Royal Alberta Museum; the 
second departure goes to the Norwood area © $5 avail- 
able at TIX on the Square ® Until Aug. 16 (Tue and Thu 
1:30pm and 7pm; Sat at 10:30am and 2pm) 


FRIENDS OF EDDIE, EDDIE BUS SIGHTSEEING 
TOURS Sightseeing bus, 17 stops at Edmonton's major 
attractions and historical sights, hop on and off as you 
wish. 8 departures throughout the day at one-hour inter- 
vals. Passes are not date specific and are activated once 
you get on the bus and can be used as a regular ETS 
transfer before or after the tour ® Daily until Sept. 3 © 
$12 (one day pass)/$20 (two consecutive day pass) at TIX 
‘on the Square 


HERITAGE DAYS Hawrelak Park. www heritage-festi- 
val.com * Edmonton's favourite multicultural festival fea- 
tures food from many of the ethnic groups from 
Edmonton's colourful cultural mosaic * Aug, 4-6 © Sheets 
of 30 food tickets: $25 each 


HIP HOP FOR HOPE 4-DOUBLE TIME Jubilee 
Auditorium: July 27, Winspear Centre: July 28, 
www.hiphopforhope.com * Over 500 performers, includ- 
ing dance studio groups, recording artists, graffiti artists 
and professional hip hop crews, perform to support the 
Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation * (7pm both 
nights) # Tickets $36 (adults\/$22 (12 and under) # 
Tickets for Jubilee at Ticketmaster/Tickets for Winspear 
Centre at Winspear box office 


PASTE De Earn Churchill Square * Until July 


YOUCAN RUN OR WALK FOR PEACE (aurier Park: 
Next to Valley Zoo 13315 Buena Vista Ad ¢ All proceeds 
from 10km run or a 3km walk go towards YOUCAN pro- 
grams, which empower youth to resolve conflict and 
make positive change in their communities * July 29 
{9:30am sign-in/warm-up, 10am event) * Call 444-3337 to 


register 
KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn. Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) © Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert © Every 
Wed/Fn: Karaoke with Shelly 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 1(231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (Bpm-12): with Jeannia and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St © Every Tus (Spm- 
jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Rd (459-8756) « 
Every Wed: Karaoke with Bonita Peterson and All Fired 
Up Karaoke; Spm-2am 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castiedowns Rad (472- 
7896) * Every Thu (10:30pm) * Every Wed: Name that 
Tune 


GAS PUMP 10156-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Karaoke 
every friday with krista, Liquid Entertainment 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-Zam): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


IONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Every Fri (Spm- 
fate); Karaoke with Chris 


M0JO'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998- 
7888) © Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) © Every Thu 
Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-98 Ave (469-8165) * 
Name that Tune: every Thu (9pm) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « 
Karaoke Mondays (9:30pm); with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment * Salsa Rocks Thu: every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1549) # Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun (3:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(388-5457) © Every Sat hosted by Jenny Joy; Spm. 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) 
© Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am); with Gord from Stonerock 
Productions 

ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); Every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 

DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
{7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459- 
0295) © Every Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


Waitaminute... Rufus 
Wainwight is gay? 


=| QUEERMONTON 


led@vueweekly.com 


For nearly a decade Rufus Wainwright 
has been an elephant on my gaydar that 
| have been trying to avoid. But now the 
jig is up, let the circus begin—| am 
going to a Rufus Wainwright concert! 

The first time | heard Rufus sing was on 
the radio while | was attempting to study 
in the little café across from the Grant 
MacEwan City Centre campus. His debut 
album was out and he was coming to 
Edmonton for a concert. Although there 
Was something about him that | was curi- 
ous about, there 
was also some- 
thing about him 
that made me 
shake in my 
proverbial boots. 
At the time | found 
him too naked in 
his theatrics, too 
obvious in the 
unburdening of his 
soul. He was this 
un-fully realized 
yet larger-than-life 
figure whose pres- 
ence | felt better 
ignoring. 

My attempt to 
avoid him was, of 
course, born more 
out of my misteaist 
of homos in gén- 
eral than anything 
to do with him, 
but stil! | pre- 
ferred to keep the 
idea of him 
trapped in judg- 
mental purgatory. 
| was not ready for Rufus 

As Rufus became famous many peo- 
ple found a kindred spirit or a musical 
role model; |, for the most part, saw 
nothing more than a lanky, messed-up 
homo. He was like a gay older cousin | 
didn’t want to be compared too. Yet | 
was struck with pride when he 
appeared on the big screen in Scors- 
ese’s The Aviator and | remember sup- 
pressing a swoon the fist few times | 
heard his cover his cover of “Across 
the Universe.” 

The first real crack in my armour 
came thanks to my friend Aaron. He was 
letting me use the button maker at his 
studio while he did some errands. In his 
absence he left some music on and, as it 
is with repetitive tasks, | fell into a 
rhythm with the button making, a trance 
that found me really digging what | 
wrongly thought was a Fiona Apple 
album. When Aaron came back, | fin- 
ished my button making and said, “she's 
great.” “Yeah he is,” he replied. “I like 
this Rufus album.” | choked back a 
protest and vowed to do some down- 
loading/investigation, 

After listening to a few tracks online | 
couldn't bring myself to download any. 
My guard was back up—as | listened, 
all | could hear was the voice of a husky 
feminine man, and this was well before | 


found beauty in husky feminine men 
Although | didn’t purchase any of Rufus’s 
music that day, | did find myself more 
open to reading small articles about him 
and took note if he was mentioned in 
the press. 


FOR ME, LETTING RUFUS in was danger- 


ous. | feared that liking him would change 
me. lt was part internalized homopho- 
bia—like, who does this guy think he is 
that he can so freely be out while the rest 
of Us keep one hand on the closet door? | 
wondered: if | liked Rufus Wainwright 
would | become more nellie? 

| also feared what others would think 
It's silly, but at the time | wondered what 
consuming all 
that was Rufus 
would say about 
me. If | swal- 
lowed Rufus what 
would my breath 
smell like? 

On my journey 
of attempting to 
embrace Rufus, | 
realized that 
aside from being 
gay, the brother 
is queer! A gay 


man one who 
has sex with 
other men: a 
queer man is one 


that adoms lady's 
stockings and a 
man’s double- 
breasted blazer 
to recreate a leg- 
endary concert of 
a long-dead, tor- 
tured singer. A, 
gay man makes 
another man his 
life partner, but a 
queer man finds himself in Germany 
drowning in German Romanticism a 
reaction to living in post 9/11 America, 
then making art out of the experience. 
Slowly, in Rufus’s work | was seeing 
inspiration, glimmers of light. 

Little by little, as | let these Rufus 
facts illuminate my mind, he become 
more acceptable to me—and, at the 
same time, | was becoming more 
acceptable to myself. When | first 
heard and discounted Rufus | was try- 
ing desperately to figure out what | 
wanted to do with my life. Before | 
ended up dropping out, | think | spent 
more time in that little college cafe 
daydreaming of what | might do after | 
graduated than | ever did on home- 
work. Fast forward to a month ago 
when | said, “Yes... Hell Yes” to the 
offer to attend Rufus’s concert and | 
realize that | have stopped deciding 
what to do with my life and instead 
find myself just living it. 

Once | became brave enough to 
accept myself for all my gay attributes 
and dramatic tendencies, enjoying Rufus 
was easy, enjoyable, rewarding. So if at 
the concert you hear what sounds like 
an elephant clapping wildly, you will not 
be mistaken: it will be me and the 
acknowledged elephant clapping as 
much for Rufus as for ourselves. w 
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Odd gender fetish confuses wife (and, probably, readers) 
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DEAR ANDREA 

My straight (2) man who loves women 
and their curves and smiles and butts and 
legs, who loves me and my mom and his 
mom and all the pretty girls who pass us 
on the sidewalk, also really, really likes 
looking at transsexual porn. He likes real- 
ly feminine looking guys who have long 
pretty hair and soft girly curves. He tells 
me he has no interest in following 
through with what has been for hima 
very, very long-term turn-on. 

This fetish doesn’t really play itself out 
in the bedroom where we are basically 
old-fashioned. Since he looks at this porn 
often enough for it to be more than 
curiosity, could you give me some infor- 
mation on it? 

LOVE, SO CURIOUS 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers Needed for Heritage Days Food Drive 
help accept foon, monetary donationa and unused food 
tickets at Heritage Festival from Aug 4-6. Volunteers 
needed for Sun Aug 6 - Shifts available: 9:45am-2pm, 
1:30pm-Spm, 4:30pm-Spm.Please contact Tamisan or 
Renée at Edmonton Food Bank 425-2133 or visit 
www.edmontonfoodbank.com 


Aboriginal Round Dance volunteers needed for 

Sat, Sept. 1, 2 hr shifts 2pm to midnight. Help with 

set-up, greeters, display booth, hall maintenance. NE 
location. Ph Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362. 


The Friends of the Edmonton Public Library 
needs volunteers for 1-2 Saturday’s/month or Thu 
evening to help with preparations for the 2007 fall 


book sale 2-B. 
Mentors for children/youth 7-17 years old who 
have child welfare status or developmental disabili- 


ties, and are living in group care. 2 hrs/wk for 6 
months. Various locations. Ph Ellen @ 432-1137, ext 
362. 


Love to Sew? A sewing volunteer is needed to sew 
curtains and other simple projects for a south side 
group home serving children. Materials provided. Ph 
Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362 


DEAR SO 

There really can’t be an explanation for 
what all those straight guys are getting 
out of all that shemale porn—if you 
asked them you'd get various answers, 
including “! dunno, | just like it.” A /ot of 
"| dunno, | just like it.” 

The most obvious—and, to the wives 
and girlfriends looking on anxiously from 
the sidelines, most troubling—answer is, 
of course, “they're gay, gay, gay,” but hon- 
estly, it isn’t likely. Gay men tend to be 
attracted to men—sometimes little, slim, 
smooth-bodied men, sometimes big, hairy, 
muscle-bulgy men, but men just the same. 

There are, of course, exceptions—there 
are always exceptions—but most of the 
audience for this stuff (and the vast majority 
of customers for the vast selection of “she- 
male”-type sex workers out there ) are as 
straight as you are. Some are obviously 
"penis-curious” but, not being gay, would 
not be tumed on by pom featuring big mus- 
cly guys named Rod or Steel or Steel Rod or 


Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747 ext. 4. 


"Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers learn 
about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots of 
Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


what have you. Some just like stuff that 
feels forbidden or dirty. Some, | suppose, 
may be fantasizing that they are the she- 
male (a term, by the way, best reserved for 
sex workers and porn models, while just- 
regular-folks male-to-female transsexuals 
generally think of themselves as 
transwomen of various op- or non-op sorts). 


Some guys just like 
stuff that feels 
forbidden or dirty. 


ACTUALLY, | KNOW AN EVEN better way 
to piss off a well-educated, politically 
aware transperson than to call her a she- 
male: use the word “autogynephilia.” 
Then duck. No, don’t call her a duck—I 
mean duck and cover, since she will want 
to punch your throat out. 

Autogynephila is part of an altemative (in 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32 
FRENCH CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY 
BEAUTY. 44D, 413-0294. 


“NEW" Jackie James 
Discrete, upscale, petite brunette. 
780-887-4989. 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747 ext 4. 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To lea more about CMHA visit 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer yoga instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone Rita 


For Women Seekin 
Pe Viedlew- a Uae 


Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Is. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020. 


Volunteer watercolour instructor needed for 
Strathcona Place Senior Centigshor more info call Rita 
Mittelsteadt, b 


FEMALES NEEDEDIII Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144, Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour Ia Paix is looking for fran- 
cophone volunteers. Come leam how to present inter- 
active workshops on antiracism/cultural diversity. 
Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. Orientation 
and training provided. Meet people from all around the 

world, Jason: jmarkowsky@ccr-lex.ca or 944-0792. 


Volunteer instructor needed for 
Strathcona Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone 
Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


_ Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,330,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 348-26-32: very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availabil- 
ity; 441-1330. 


Romantic 
ho 


this case, alternative to the correct one, if 
you ask me) model of transsexuality, in 
which male-to-female transsexuals are not 
women of any sort but merely “gender dys- 
phoric males” or, if post-op, “men without 
penises,” and in which those transwomen 
who aren't attracted to men (lots, in my 
experience) are not lesbians, bisexuals, or 
asexuals, but “autogynephiles,” men who 
are tumed on by the image of themselves as 
women. In other words, they spent masses 
of money, went through surgeries, changed 
their entire lives and often lost family mem- 
bers, spouses and jobs all for a sexual thrill. 

This model seems too stupid to have 
gained any currency at all outside the 
crabbed little hearts of its three or four 
well-known proponents, but apparently 
you can still find it in the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
DSM-IV-TR, the most up-to-date version 
of the standard reference your psychia- 
trist or therapist uses to figure out what 
the hell is wrong with you. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


GrajeVine 


NIGHTS 


LERSONALS 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


So what does this have to do with your 
question? Oh, nothing much. | just thought 
it was an interesting if slightly non-ger- 
mane footnote, and if you don't like inter- 
esting if slightly non-germane footnotes 
you probably don’t read this column. 

I think your man who loves women and 
moms and fluffy lavender bunnies (|'m 
sorry but you inadvertently made him 
sound a bit like, oh, remember that unac- 
countably heterosexual Peter Pan guy, the 
one with the web site and the large co} 
lection of jerkins, who's forever looking 
for his Tinkerbell? That guy.) has a fetish, 
plain and simple. The web exists to give 
such people an outlet, and | may be naive 
but | truly believe that a guy who love; 
you and is happy with you can easily sat 
isfy his yen for exotica in the privacy of 
his home office and need never stray 
You've already asked him about that. He’ 
already answered. I'd be inclined to shrug 
and believe him. : 
LOVE, ANDREA 


NO MORE LONELY 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
hy By y yt 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
y hy By yy) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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HOO HE HESDAY BEFORE PUBLCATON 
EDUCATIONAL 


f; for Film 

Sa at Available 

www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


wee EE EE ES EE Eee 
Dance teacher/aducator wanted, To teach jazz and bal- 


{et, at the preschool, beginner and intermediate levels. 
Well-established bis arts studio i ak pe ut 
tive new studio, inspiring artistic atmosphere. 
Please e-mail resume to stgwrks@telus.net. 
Competition deadline is August 10th, 2007. 


ORINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the perfect jab with goad 
ay, Mex 


River fia Grill 
St, Albert 
Requires full time server 
must have some knowledge of wine and be excited 
about working at a great local restaurant. 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 


8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


The Starlite Room and Velvet 
Underground are presently 
taking resumes for all positions 
Bartending, porting, bussing, 
management - you name it! 

If you've got a passion for 

live music, drop off aresume 

at 10030 - 102st 


LOVE LIVE MUSIC? | 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


FORM 
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yy ar bot Precious Time in a Dead- 
Job! Train to be an Admin 

pa ree and get the office job of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22. 


FDF, A busy furniture soma is hiring long 
haul drivers (4) &Material Handlers } plus 
a proficient Sales Manager. F/T permanent 
positions. Criminal background check a must 
Top Wages. Fax Resume to (780) 430-1998 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Full Time Receptionist for high-end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10596-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posiers. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


Bonnie Doon area house for rent- 3 bed, 2 bath 
$750 for Ig room, $650 for sm rooms. Bsmnt has 
large windows; garage for rent- $300/mo. n/s n/d 
435-9382 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 


FREE*FREE*PREE*FREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


For a project, we are seeking people who are immi- 

grants from the Caribbean, of African descent and 

settled in Alberta during the ‘S0s-'60s, ph Jennifer 
Kelly 492-4229, Jenniferkelly@ualberta.ca. 


August ist is the deadline if you're interested in 
being a participant in Northern Harmony ‘07, Nov. 3. For 
info www.northemharmony.ca/application. 


Call for submission: SNAP front space, Exhibition for 
sales to the public for more info phone 423-1492 or e- 
mail snap@snapartists.com 


Web TV magazine needs TV Host Segment Actors 
PunkTV.ca is looking for hilarious and exeiting self moti- 
vated hosts with’ new show ideas. Also need 
Interviewers and on air talent. Email only with links to 
samples of your work and ideas, Dixon@punktv.ca. 


ICLASSIFIEDS™ 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email office@vueweekly.com ° 10303. 


‘Tues at Noon Print legibly on lines at right + 7m Mon-Fri « Email office@vueweekly.com © 1 030i 


Se 
We want to pimp your art. No commissions, the more 
abstract, the better. team@bl fe.com, 481 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/phatos; CV; Artist stato- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966, 


MUSICIANS 


Desai hop/elect/fusion project looking for 
skilled keys and bass. Ph 0-Mike 916-1340. 


Female Vocalist 20 yrs old. Studies at GMAC music pro- 

gram looking for musicians to form a band. Vocal Style 

caters mostly to R&B, rock &blues. For more info phone 
952-6166 ask for Scott. 


The Blackspot Cafe and Music Co-op is seeking music 
Promoters to book local and touring talent. E-mail 


team@blackspotcafe.com, ph (780}481-SPOT for info. 


Bassist with gear required. 4-piece rock act, 
covers/originals, 23-35 yrs. Infl: RCHP. Foo, 3 Days 
Grace, Matt Good, Green Day, OLP. Sum 41, Blink, ete. 
Call Chad 488-1457. 


Wanted female vocalist and bass/keyboard player for 
swing duo 707-3979. 


VOLUNTEER 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement oro- 
vided. Call 604-0048. 


Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 18- 
50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048, 


Volunteers Needed! to work with new immigrants 
in a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! 
Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


A Taste of Edmonton—Volunteers Needed: Safeway 
Pancake Breakfasts, Wine Servers, Security volun- 
teers needed July 19-28. Call Danielle at 423-2822 
ext. 22, e-mail dnobert@eventsedmonton.ca. 


FINE WINE AND 
LIQUOR STORE 


a. od 


Downtown liquor store is 
seeking enthusiastic people 
with superior customer 
service skills and knowledge 
of fine wines. 


We are a company that 
rewards performance and 
offers excellent opportunities 
for career advancement. 


Begin an exciting 
journey with us. 


Please fax resume to 


780-488-3919 


or email 


123wines@telus.net 


CLASSIFIEDS 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


108St. Ed Edmonton 


we require an 


Administration/Promotions 


Representative 


Do you... 


¢ great phone abilities 
© attention to detail 


*oh,and acar? 


¢ have a pleasant demeanor 


© a contagious excitement level 


submit your resume to Rob Lightfoot, Sales and Marketing manager ... 
EMAIL: rob@vueweekly.com or FAX:780-426-2889 


Well, we may have 
a job for you... 


We’re looking for someone to 
help out in the office several days 
a week and hit the streets to yell 
out “READ VUE WEEKLY!” at the 
top of your lungs! 


*Audio Engineering & Production 


*Film & Music Business 


-Classes start soon 
-$cholarshipS 


- Student Loans 


*Film & Digital Arts 


Print your ad here... 


«Broadcast Arts 
°*3D Animation 


*Game Design 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 
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University of Alberta Libraray 


5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G 2]38 


When we bre 
our all-natural @amedias ey after f ntat ee 9s the taste 
and aroma preqiselyqwhen the beer“Maibe that's why 
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